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NOME previous apology is though 
k7 requiſite, for this the firſt, as it will 
certainly be the laſt attempt of the 
ſort, by two of thoſe humble beings, 
whom nobody knows, as reſiding con- 
ſtantly in a retired village remote from 
the capital. They ought in prudence, 
it may be ſaid, to have been withheld 
from it by their acknowledged inex- 
perience of the buſtle of life, in the 
world at large, A deſire to ſecond the 


good 


* 
good intentions of the Rector of the 
nariſh, in behalf of the children of 
poor cottagers, was the particular oc- 
cafion, that has drawn them forth, per- 
haps too raſhly, to meet the public 
eye, Fle tad eſtabliſhed there, about 
two years ago, the inſtitution of a 
Sunday School, upon the plan he 
thought beſt adapted to impart ſome 
rational ſenſe of religion to the appre- 
henſion of uninformed, but not unin- 
telligent young peaſants, He had 
rendered it perpetual, by depoſiting in 
the government funds a ſum ſufficient 
to maintain it, and afford proper en- 
couragement to its moſt deſerving pu- 
pils, requiring no other contribution 
of his pariſhioners but a good wiſh for 
its ſucceſs, from a ſincere approbation 


of its uſeful tendency. i 
| 


* 

It was in concurrence with this ge— 
neral wiſh that the minds of two very 
young perſons, who in every reſpect 
are molt indebted to the Rector, were 
led to the firſt faint idea of a work not 
likely at the time to receive from them 
its form and ſubſtance. The follow- 
ing ſlight ſketches of the pen and 
pencil were, however, after frequent 
heſitations upon the propriety of their 
undertaking them, thus far imperfect - 
ly drawn, for the fole purpoſe of being 
put into the hands of thoſe children, 
whoſe Jaudable proficiency, and de- 
cent character, upon leaving the 
ſchool, might promiſe a degree of at- 
tention to the moral inſtruction they 
are intended to convey, Their object 
is plainly this: To recommend juſt 
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principles of action in the loweſt ranks 
of life in country villages, and power- 
fully to impreſs theſe upon the moſt 
ſenſible hearts among them by the ex- 
hibition of a diſtinguiſned portion of 
happineſs, flowing from a right and 
orderly conduct, placed in a direct and 
ſtriking contraſt with extreme wretch- 
edneſs conſequent upon a wrong and 
diſorderly one. 


It ſeemed not unreaſonable to ex- 
pect, that young men and women, 
born to a life of ſervitude and labour, 
but of a ready apprehenſion, and do- 
eile temper, diſpoſing them to ſober 
thought, might the more eaſily be de- 
terred from evil courſes, and encou- 
raged to perſevere in good ones, if the 
inſtances exhibited of the two oppoſite 
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teres of proſperous and unhappy events 
ſhould be repreſented as riſing natural- 
ly, and in ſome ſenſe neceſſarily, from 
a general tenor of behaviour, in cir- 
cumſtances nearly ſimilar to their own. 
For thus all their future Fortune, as 
they improperly call it, or the pro- 
bable portion of felicity or miſery, to 
which they may look forward in time 
to come, would ſeem to riſe, in ma- 
nifeſt diſplay, to their view, enſuing, 
as in human life they are frequently 
ſeen to enſue, immediately from their 
own well or ill- directed choice, and 
not ſo much from the effect of mere 
accident, as in novels, and fabulous 
relations, they are uſually made to ap- 


pear, 


This 


Evi] 

This humble attempt in a cauſe, 
that diſdains not the well-meant en- 
deavours of the weakeſt of its advo- 
cates, having with all its imperfec- 
tions, obtained in ſome degree the ap- 
probation of the indulgent clergyman, 
and received the benefit of his patient 
reviſal; it is through his hands they 
at laſt conſign it to the preſs, They 
are the leſs diſheartened now by the 
uneaſy apprehenſions they felt, and (till 
muſt feel in ſeeing thernſelves thus ex- 
poſed to the cenſure of the public. 
They may hope, however, in their re- 
tired ſituation to be in a great meaſure 
out of the reach of its humiliating 
ſcorn, or ironical praiſe, of a grave 
moral tale, to which they are ſenſible 
it would be extreme folly to expect that 
much attention will be paid above the 

ſphere 
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ſphere of thoſe, to whoſe uſe alone it 


is meant to be applied. They have 
no ambition to attract the notice of 
thoſe gentry, who are involved in the 
preſent perpetual round of diſſipation. 
It is not there they look for any ſerious 
concern about the principles and man- 
ners of people in low life, Of the few, 
who have eſcaped the general infection, 
they flatter themſelves the obvious 
tendency alone of the work may poſ- 
ſibly procure it ſome countenance, 
Their conſciouſneſs of a charitable in- 
| tention will, at any rate, be the truſty 
ſhield, to which it will be always in 
their power to fly for protection. 


Their 


i 

Their firſt intention was to admit no 
expreſſion throughout to riſe above the 
level of the apprehenſion of the molt 
untutored peaſant. They have here 
and there, perhaps improperly, de- 
parted from that intention. It 1s 
with diffidence they plead their only 
excule for a few deviations of this ſort. 
Though aware of this ſeeming impro— 
priety, they have been kept from rec- 
tifying it by the following reflection, 
the truth of which experience has re- 
peatedly confirmed in themſelves. It 
is no unprofitable exerciſe for young 
minds in a low degree of cultivation 
to be put now and then to the neceſſi- 
ty of redoubling their attention and 
enquiry, to get over ſlight difficulties; 
every call for ſuch enquiry ſtill awaken- 
ing their modeſty, and adding freſh 
light 
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light to their underſtanding. It is 
hoped, after all, that whatever 1s beſt 


calculated to work powerfully upon "| 
the heart of the ignorant reader will 
| be found in general plainly and intel- 0 
ligibly expreſſed, 
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SARAH MEANWELTI 


. 
Her arent. Hler carly tokens of a goed dij- 
poſetion. 


W. LLIAM and Mary Meanwell were 
humble cottagers, in a pleaſant village. 

They had ſeen better days, in the phraſe of 
common report, which, however, upon this 
occaſion, was rather miſapplied ; for they 
always appeared contented ſtill, and even 
chearful. He had formerly farmed an hundred 
acres of his own freehold land, But affee- 
B 2 | tion 
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tion and pity for a brother, whoſe diſtrefs, 
gradually brought on byloſs of cattle, failure 
of crops, and other unavoidable misfortunes, 
he had always generouſly relieved, and for 
whom at laſt he had become ſurety, to the 
amount of the whole value of his eſtate, had 
now for ſome years reduced him to the con- 
dition of a day-labourer. 


TRE decent character of this wortiy 
couple, their frugality, neatneſs, induſtry, 
and uncommon civility, made them ge- 
nerally reſpected by all their neighbours, It 
was in this low, yet almoſt enviable ſtate, 
that they were bleſſed with a lovely daughter, 
Little Sally, ſo their only child was called, 
was of a ſweet temper, and tractable diſpoſi- 


tion, of a perſon and manner ſo remarkably 


engaging, that it was impoſſible not to fee] a 
tender affection for her at firſt fight, It was 
therefore generally, and with reaſon ſaid, 


that ſhe was the greateſt blefling upon earth 
to 


hop-grounds,. and all other branches ot 
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to her good parents, Far from being a 
burthen to their indigent circumſtances, 
ſhe added comfort to their labours, and was 
indeed the conſtant delight of their lite. 


William, by his {kill in the management. of 


huſbandry, never wanted employment. 
Mary had, ſome years ago, been houſe— 
keeper to Mr, Worthy, the very rclpeCtable 
lord of the manor, who had now feveral chi; - 
dren ;. and ſhe had generally a great deal of 
plain work to do for them, With this her 
more conſtant occupation, a little tpinuing, 
knitting ſtockings, and attention to domeſtic 
cleanlineſs, her hands were never idle. But 
her moſt pleaſing care was in the inſtruc- 
tion of her dear child. She had taught her 
to read the Bible, very ſenſibly chuſing for 
her improvement, the moſt intelligible, 
moral. parts of it, She had alſo enabled her 


to repeat. ſeveral prayers and hymns,. and 


every anſwer to the queſtions in the Church 
B. 3 Cate- 
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Catechifm, at an earlier age than would 
raſily be credited, 


Mrs. Worthy, who had formerly been 


Mary's miſtreſs, had never been forgetful of 


her faithful ſervices, Beſides the profitable 
employment, this lady afforded her humble 
neighbour, ſhe had often given the good 
woman the greateſt joy by the kind notice 
ine took now and then of her little Sally, 
whom, in reward for ſome remarkably pretty 
anſwer ſhe had made her, ſhe had cloathed 
with great neatneſs, from head to foot. The 
honoured family of her benetactreſs had once 
been abſent from the village for nine months 
together, to the great regret of the pariſh, 
and all the country-neighbourhood. When 
they again gladdened the eyes of the ruitic 
congregation at church, which they attended 
conſtantly in a moſt exemplary manner, on 
the Sunday after their return, it happened to 
be the time, on which the miniſter cate- 


chiſed the young children, in the middle of 
| the 
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the evening ſervice, This good clergyman 
11d introduced a cuſtom, in his manner of 
catechifing, which it is greatly to be wiſhed 
that all his reverend brethren would follow. 
Not content with making them repeat diſ- 
tinctly, word for word, the anſwers ſet down 
to the queſtions in the Church Catechiſm, 
he gave their young minds great aſſiſtance 
in comprehending the meaning of theſe anſ- 
wers, by the uſe of an excellent little book, 
entitled, The Church Cathech:iſm broke into 
ſhort Queſtions, to which is added an Explana- 
tion of ſome words for the eaſier under/tanding of” 
it, He recommended to the parents of theſe 
children, and toadiligent and ſenſible ſchool- 
miſtreſs, who was ſettled in the pariſh, what 
they found upon trial an eaſy and delightful 
taſk, contributing greatly to open, and add 
freſh light to their firſt dawn of reaſon, In 
this book he uſed to examine them ſome- 


times before the congregation, beſtowing 
praiſe, and a reward of various good books 
upon the moſt attentive and intelligent. In 
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this uſeful exerciſe little Sally diſtinguiſhed 
herſelf moſt honourably, by her apt and ex- 
actly right anſwers to all the ſhort queſtions 
made by the miniſter to lead the children 
into a way of finding out the true ſenſe of 
every part of the Catechiſm, Her pretty 
izure too, clad in the neat cloathing, laſt 
given by the good lady, and preſerved entire, 
drew every body's notice. But her inno- 
cent look, ſweet tone of voice, and ſurpriſ- 
ing quickneſs of apprehenſion, ſo ſtruck her 
kind benefactreſs; that ſending for the mo- 
ther and the child, as ſhe walked after 
church to her coach; © Mrs, Meanwell, 
the ſaid, I am indebted to you for a pleaſing 
entertainment indeed: then flipping a piece 
of gold into the good woman's hand : this 
charming girl wants no other inſtructreſs, 
but yourſelf; that is plain: otherwiſe I was 
purpoſing to eaſe you of ſome part of the 
talk, by ſending her to ſchoo].” With eyes 
expreflive of humble gratitude, Mary thank- 


ed the lady“ J hope, madam, you will 
approve 
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approve of my going on with the delightful 
talk a little longer. By and by, the kind 
favour, you generouſly propoſed, may be of 
great ſervice to us.“ Well, Mary, when 
that time comes, I deſire you would let me 
know,” 
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Hler gradual improvement. Sent te fchst. 
Raiſed to be an aſſiſtant to the ſehool- 
miſtreſs. 


HILE Mary Meanwell was ſitting at 

her cuſtomary works of knitting or 
icwing, her little Sally was uſed to fit on a 
iow ſtool by her fide, at firſt naming her 
letters, proceeding ſoon from ſyllables to 
words, and ſhort ſentences, and now to 
reading Aluently and diſtinctly. The great 
joy of William, when returned from his 
daily labour, every evening, and a great part 
of the Sabbath-day, was in taking up the 
lovely child on his knee, teaching her to 
repeat a few of the hymns of Dr, Watts, 
and of the pſalms of Mr. Merrick, hearing 
her 
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her read ſome choſen parts of the Bible, and 
aſking her ſentiments upon what ſhe read. 
He always cloſed this wholeſome exerciſe of 
her tender mind by making her kneel down, 
himſelf too, and his wife deyoutly kneeling 
while the child, with uplifted eyes. and 
hands, implored, in the prayers they had 
taught her, the mercy and bleſfing of God 
upon herſelt and them, | 


Mary. did not neglect to bring her on by 
degrees in ſuch uſeful works, as ſhe beſt un- 
derſtood herſelf, ſuch as knitting and the 
uſe of her needle, But when Sally was 
eight years old, ſhe began to think it was 
now. time to accept the kindneſs, her bene- 
factreſs had once propoſed. There was a 
remarkably good day-ſchool in the pariſh, 
much encouraged and recommended by Sir 
George and Lady Worthy ; for this liberal' 
friend of indigent merit, had now ſucceeded 
to the title and great wealth of his antient 
family, Mary conſidered that the ſchool- 

| B 6 miſtrets 
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miſtreſs could teach her child ſome know- 
ledge of mantua-making, as ſhe made gowns 
ior moſt of the poor people of the place, and 
employed, for certain hours of the day, the 
eldeſt and neateſt hands of the girls, in work- 
ing under her direction, Her huſband, at 
other hours taught them, with a great num- 
ber of other girls and boys, writing and ac- 
counts, Being both decent, attentive, and 
lenſible people, Mary Meanwell thought ſhe 
could now ſafely intruſt her Sally to their 
care. She therefore took the firſt opportu- 
nity, upon carrying home ſome work ſhe 
had done for Lady Worthy, humbly to 
expreſs her preſent thoughts concerning the 
future welfare of her child, T he generous 
lady applauded the poor woman's good in- 
tention, and gladly took upon herſelf the 
whole expence of fulfilling it. The little 
girl was accordingly led to the ſchool] by her 
mother early the next morning. 


She 
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She left with her a little baſket contain- 
ing two ſmall plum loaves, or rolls of bread, 
in which a few currants had been baked, 
and a pint bottle of milk, with a little horn 
cup; promiſing to come and fetch her home 
in the evening. It was an unpleaſant thing 
to Sally to be ſeparated from her dear mo- 
ther, for a whole day, as ſhe had ſcarcely 
ever before bcen abſent from her half that 
time, But the kind treatment ſhe imme- 
diately met with from the ſchool-miſtreſs, 
and the great eſteem the diſcerning girl ſoon 
conceived for one, whom ſhe quickly found 
to be a good-tempered and very ſenſible wo- 
man, reconciled her to it entirely. Know- 
ing it was for her good, ſhe always went to 
ſchool very chearfully, nor ever once made 
an idle pretence, or indulged a wiſh to be 
excuſed from going. And when ſhe was 
there, ſhe had ſomething peculiarly winning 
in her manner, by receiving as a favour every 
order of her miſtreſs. So indeed her good 
mother had perſuaded her always to conſider 


them, 
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them. She accordingly performed her taſks 
with the moſt maniteſt tokens of pleaſure, 


It is no wonder they were in general well 


done, When there was any thing amiſs in 


her needle-work, ſhe would humbly thank 


her miſtreſs for pointing it out to her, and. 


take out the faulty part without grumbling 
or looking ſulky, pleaſed with the hope of 
gaining praiſe by working it afreſh very 
neatly. She was much. admired for her 


manner of reading, and the great caſe with 


which ſhe learned by heart, and repeated 


with exact propriety what was taught her, 
the good habit of which ſhe had acquired ſo 


early, and ſo well, of her father and mother. 


She was no leſs quick and happy in her pro- 
greſs with her writing-maſter. She ad- 
vanced in cyphering likewiſe to as great per- 
fection and readineſs, as it could poffibly be 
thought requiſite for her to Tearn, Her 
hand-writing in time was fo elegant, and 
her ſpelling ſo exactly right, of what, for 
the exerciſe of a mind ſo carly ripening, ſhe 


Was 
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was ſometimes ſet to write, upon a given 
ſubject, that her mafter, in triumph and 
hoaſt of his little ſcholar's wonderful profi- 
cien6y, and maturity of judgment, beyond 
her years, uſed to ſhew it to all who viſited. 
his ſchool, 


Such, in ſhort, was the progreſs {he made 
under theſe good inſtructors, and the ſchool 
tſelf became ſo flouriſhing, that Mr. and 
Mrs. Sagely, her maſter, and miſtreſs, 
tound it their intereſt to make an advanta- 
geous propoſal to her mother; who had now, 
upon Sally's entering her fourteenth year, 
found her ſufficiently inſtructed to be of 
{ome aſſiſtance to her at home, and had 
talked of removing her from ſchool.—“ It 
Mall be for your daughter's advantage, and 
your's, Mrs, Meanwell, ſaid Mrs. Sagely, 


if you ſhall approve of what I am going to 


propoſe, You are quite right in the high 


opinion you have of your daughter's ac- 


com- 
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compliſhments. We think as highly of 
them, I aſſure you. As a proof we do, it is 
our deſire to raiſe her, though a child, to the 
ſtation of aſſiſtant- teacher under us. As we 
are certain of receiving credit and benefit 
from this, it is but right that Sally and you 
ſhould likewiſe profit by it.“ -A moderate 
ſalary was immediately agreed upon; Mrs. 
Sagely conſenting to her attendance in the 
ſchool only five days in the week. 


The good girl continued two years in her 
new office, riſing higher ſtiil in the eſteem 
of every one. The inſtruction ſhe helped 
to communicate to the other children con- 
tributed fill more and more to her own im- 
provement. Her beautiful perſon, taller 


than is common for her age, the affection 
and eſteem always ſhewn her by the maſter 
and miſtreſs, and the great notice which the 
gentlefolks, who ſometimes viſited the 


ſchool, uſed always to take of Sally, made 
all 
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all the ſcholars reſpect her; while her ſweet 
temper and gentle manners gained their love, 
So powerfully did her mild influence by de- 
rrees prevail over the minds of the children, 
that when Mrs, Sagely had found it neceſ- 
lary to puniſh ſome fault in a ſenſible child 
(for it was over ſuch minds that Sally had 
the greateſt influence) ſhe uſed commonly 
to requeſt her young aſliſtant, to ſecond her 
correction by her ſoothing methods of per- 


ſuaſton. 


Great indeed was the help ſhe afforded in 
this manner to the ſchool-miſtreſs, and 
greater ſtill the benefit of the children. She 
had an engaging way, upon theſe occaſions, 
of ſoftening her advice by many ſtriking and 
entertaining ſtories, which ſhe recolleCted to 
have heard or read. One inſtance of this 


ſort may ſuffice, There was one good qua- 
lity, by which ſhe had conſtantly been diſ- 
tinguiſhed herſelf, which therefore ſhe was 

fitteſt 
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ftteſt to recommend to others. Sally was 
truth itſelf, and Young Truth was the ho- 
nourable name by which Mrs. Sagely, with 
an affectionate ſmile, had been often uſed to 
call her. Never once had ſhe, to avoid the 
riſque of being blamed for any petty fault 
or neglect, endeavoured to ſcreen or excuſe 
herſelf by telling a lie. A lively little boy, 
who had once got into this bad ſcrape, and 
been ſeverely puniſhed for it, was thought a 
fit ſubject for Sally to work upon. 


© Don't you know, my dear boy, ſaid the 
gentle adviſer, that if you ſay what is not 
true, God Almighty will certainly know it? 
He can ſee and hear every thing you do and 
ſay, and he will certainly punifh a liar worſe 
than the ſchool-miſtreſs can, or any crea- 
ture in. the world. You mult be ſenſible, 
that when you tell a lie, you are commonly 
found out, and puniſhed for it. Depend 


upon it, when you are diſcovered and ſuf- 
fer 
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fer for it here, it is always beſt and happieſt 
for you. All the lies you tell, that eſcape 
from puniſhment in this world, muſt either 
be wiped off by repentance, and love of 
truth, for the future, or they will bring you 
{oon to the moſt frightful torments in ano— 
ther life, or perhaps ſome terrible misfor- 
tune will befal you, by the judgment of 
God, though you may call it only a ſudden 
accident. 11 tell you what happened to a 
naughty boy, that uſed to tell lies ſo often, 
that nobody would believe a word he ſaid, 
even when he told the truth.“ | 


One day when his father chid him for 
lingering as uſual, when he ſhould have 
gone to ſchool, he ſaid, with real fright, he 
had juſt heard a mad bull was ſcampering 
furiouſly in a field that lay directly in the 
way. The father, who had been often de- 
ceived by his impudent untruths, ſaid— 
No more of your truant tricks with me, 

bes 
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begone; —and turned him out of doors, 
The boy, being reſolved to ſhun the field he 
dreaded, ran off a round-about way, He 
had not gone far along the road, when the 
bull, having leaped over a hedge, came run- 
ning full butt towards him, and before he 
could get out of his way, caught him up on 
his horns, which broke two of his ribs, and 
toſſed him high in the air, Down he fell 
upon rough flints, which fo bruiſed and cut 
his limbs, that after ſuffering horrible pains, 
he remained a miſerable cripple all his days, 
What convinced the lad that this was a 
judgment from heaven, was the bull's paſ- 
ſing by ſeveral boys, that were ſtanding 
nearer, and more directly in the way, and 
turning aſide to run at him. And this per- 
ſuaſion made it prove a mercy to the boy in 
the end: for though this terrible accident 


ſhortened his days, it ſaved his ſoul alive, 


and from the miſeries of hell, by making 
him repent of his wickedneſs: and ſo we 


read 
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read in ſcripture, „that God in judgment 
remembers mercy.” Thus did Sally enforce 
her friendly advice, ſo as to ſtrike a laſting 
impreſſion upon the minds of all her litile 
pupils. 


CHAP. 


22 NE LIFE QF. 


Loſes her father - her benefattreſs. A fright- 
ful accidentDiſtreſſed—UnexpeRedly re- 


{ Ie ve . 


W HEN Sally had now paſſed her fif- 

teenth year, ſhe wrote ſo neat and 
free a hand, ſhe was ſo ready an accompt- 
ant, and ſo perfect in every kind of work, 
Mrs. Sagely could teach, that their mutual 
eſteem for each other daily encreaſed, and 
the affectionate attention the one conſtantly 
paid to the other, ſecured that of their pu- 
pils for both. She might have remained 
longer, and, to the riſing credit of the 
ſchool, might have continued to add freſh 
advantage and reputation to herſelf, in her 
preſent 
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preſent ſtation: but an unexpected ſtroke of 
fate now turned all her attention another 
way. This was the much lamented, and 
almoſt ſudden death of her good father, by a 
violent fever; which cloſed a life, more 
perfectly ſpotleſs, more illuſtrious for un- 
common generoſity, than ſome of the bright- 
eſt of thoſe that we fondly admire in hiſtory, 
This melancholy event obliged her to quit 
the ſchool, that ſhe might aſſiſt and comfort 
her poor mother, With a heart almoſt 
breaking at the fad loſs they had ſuſtained, 
the took an affectionate farewell of the 
{chool-miſtreſs, who, in diſcharging the 
ſmall ſalary engaged to be paid to her as an 
humble aſſiſtant, added to it a preſent of five 
ſhillings more. This addition the generous . 
girl received with gratitude, as a token of 
Mrs. Sagely's approbation. The whole of 
her ſalary ſhe carried home to her mother : 
but the five ſhillings ſhe laid out in ſuch 
uletul and pleaſing little books, as ſhe knew 

x would 
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would be moſt acceptable to children, as re- 
wards for their good behaviour; and of 
theſe ſhe humbly begged the favour of Mrs. 
Sagely's acceptance, and diſtribution among 
her pupils as ſhe thought fit. The good 
miſtreſs received this judicious mark of the 
excellent diſpoſition of Sally with a tear of 
Joy, and embracing the beloved child, I 
cannot find it in my heart, ſaid ſhe, to 
baulk ſo good, ſo ſenſible, and kind a pur- 
poſe: but my dear Sally muſt come, from 
time to time, and enjoy the pleaſure of the 
good effect of it. The children all love you 
to that degree, that it will do them more 
good, if I give you all the praiſe, as I cer- 
tainly ſhall, of this act of generoſity.” 
Never were aſſurances of endleſs affection 
and reſpe& more ſincere than they expreſſed 
at parting. 


Mrs, Meanwell and her daughter dwelt 
many months at their neat cottage, without 
| en- 


. 
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entrenching at all upon their former ſavings, 
or enduring the lighteſt preſſure of want. 
Being now grown dexterous and quick at 
her needle, Sally helped her mother to diſ- 
patch more than three times the work ſhe 
could ever before undertake, and being both 
remarkably healthy, the mutual comfort 
they afforded each other met with no inter- 
ruption, till another ſudden Joſs deprived 
them of their main ſupport. This was the 
death, in childbed, of their liberal benefac- 
treſs, and the immediate removal of Sir 
George Worthy to London, whither he 
went to refide with all his family, to ſuper- 
intend the education of the younger part of 
it. Though deeply aMicted at the departure 
-of the kind rewarder of their induſtry, their 
pious truſt in Divine Providence kept up 
their ſpirits. They earned enough by ſpin- 
ning to ſupply their moderate wants, and 
their ſtrong attachment to each other, ſtill 

8 raiſed 
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raiſed their humble contentment to rea! hap- 
pineſs. 


In this manner they lived for about a 
twelvemonth, when a freſh diſaſter plunged 
them into the greateſt diſtreſs. Being rouſed 


early one morning by a violent cry that a 


neighboar's houſe was on fire, Sally ſprung 
up in an inſtant, and running out half dreſ- 
ſed into the ſtreet, ſoon returned to tell her 
mother it was a falſe alarm. Some flames 
had been obſerved to iſſue from the top of a 
chimney, which being diſcovered in time, 
had been well extinguiſhed. But how 
piercing was the grief of the poor girl, 
upon ſeeing her dear parent lying on the 
floor, at the foot of the ſtair-caſe, down 
which, in her hurry and fright, ſhe had 
tumbled, from top to bottom, cut her fore, 
head terribly, which had covered all her face 
with blood, and broke her right arm, Tho' 
half diſtracted with grief for her ſufferings, 
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her daughter had the preſence of mind, when 
ſhe had helped her, with much difficulty, 
to crawl back to her bed, to ſend a ſpeedy 
meſſenger for a ſurgeon from the neighbour- 
ing town. Then returning, ſhe dreſſed the 
wound very properly herſelf in Dame Mean- 
well's forehead, which, tho' frightful in ap- 
pearance at firſt, was found to be of no great 
conſequence. Upon examining the broken 
arm, the ſurgeon pronounced it to be not very 
alarming, it being but a ſimple fracture, no 
rent or bruiſe being ſeen on the ſkin, and na 
ſymptom of an inward wound. He had not, 
however, completely diſcovered every cir- 
cumſtance of the caſe, The good woman's 
wriſt had been violently ſprained, and to 
that he had applied no remedy. Her ex- 
treme pain, chiefly from thence, kept her 
reſtleſs and feveriſh till the next morning. 
At the dawn of which, Sally ſent again for 
the ſurgeon. He looked with concern at 
the ſwelled and inflamed wriſt and hand, 

C 2 Per- 


2.8 THE LIFE OF 


Perplexed and doubtful now of his ſpeedy 


cure of that, or the other hurt, he applied 
a lenient remedy to the anguiſh of the wriſt, 
declaring her perfect recovery from the ef- 
fects of the ſprain and fracture muſt be the 
work ef time, However, {not to torture 
the reader with all the miſery the two truly 
good creatures underwent) he effected it, in 
ſome degree, in a little more than two 
months. The arm was well ſet, and as firm 
as ever: but of her hand, he could give her 
little hope of recovering, for as many 
months more, the entire uſe. Thus diſ- 
abled from ſpinning, or ncedlework, the 
mother neceſſarily depended upon the daugh- 
ter's induſtry alone for their future main- 
tenance. Sally, though reduced to a beau- 
tiful ſkeleton, by continual watchings, ſee- 
ing her mother's healthful look returning, 
begged her to be of good cheer : her labour 
night and day would keep them both from 


want, though very nearly ſtripped, by this 
fatal 
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fatal accident, of all their little ſavings. 
This, however, through the weakneſs of her 
own health, ſhe would unavoidably, with- 
out a little aſſiſtance from her true friend, 
Mrs. Sagely, have found at laſt ſome difſi- 
culty in doing, In this extreme preſſure, 
Providence would not ſuffer them to lan- 
guiſh many days. The relief it decreed at 
length to come from a quarter whence it was 
leaſt expected, from an uncle of Dame 
Meanwell, who had never ſhewn her the 
ſmalleſt act of kindneſs during the life of 
her huſband. 

Farmer Teſty, fo was this uncle called, 
ſurpriſed them by his ſudden appearance at 
their humble cottage. A circumſtance in 
his own ſituation, and the general good re- 
port he had heard of his niece and her 
daughter, with ſome faint touches of re- 
morſe for his former harſhneſs, which ne- 
vertheleſs he outwardly maintained to have 
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been ſtrictly proper, were the joint occaſion 
of his preſent viſit, | 


This man, who was always obſtinate and 
ſtiff in his opinion, had never forgiven Wil- 


liam Meanwell, for ſlighting the advice he 
had given him, not to bring ruin upon him- 
ſelf, and his wife, by a fooliſh attempt to 
fave his brother from it: and when the 
mercileſs creditors of that brother, who died 
inſolvent, ſued William for his bond, and 
compelled him to part with his eſtate, he 
had underhand become the purchaſer. Teſty 
Had continued, after that, to dwell many 
years upon a large farm, of five hundred 
acres, which he held at a low rent under a 


noble lord, a great improver of land, in the 
neighbourhood ; leaving the care of Mean- 
well's land (for ſo it was ſtill called) to his 
only ſon, a man of his own rough caſt of 
character, except in his father's preſence, 
when he appeared ſubmiſſive and ſupple 
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enough. This uncle of Mary Meanwell 
having lately loſt his wife, had juſt removed 
to his own ſmaller piece of freehold land, 
which had a good houſe upon it, pleaſantly 
ſituated, and very convenient, and had ſent 
his ſon to occupy the rented farm. 


Upon entering his niece's cottage, he 
ſtared around for ſome minutes, in ſilent 
wonder at the perfect neatneſs of every part 
of it, and the almoſt elegant plainneſs of her 
daughter's dreſs and her own, Not a word 
did he anſwer to her exclamation—My un- 
cle !—her repeated curtſies, or ſome tears, 


that many a painful recollection drew from 


her. At laſt out came bluntly, “ Yes tis 
J. And this little hole is tight and ſmart, 
and. all that, I'il aſſure you, And here I am. 


come to turn you out of it; if you can bear 


to live with your old flint-hearted uncle. 
Tell me, if you ſhould like to go back. to 
your own houſe, that was, till your. fool. of 
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:nough., This uncle of Mary Meanwel! 
having lately loſt his wife, had juſt removed 
to his own ſmaller piece of freehold land, 
which had a good houſe upon it, pleaſantly 
ſituated, and very convenient, and had ſent 


his fon to occupy: the rented farm. 


he 
{fared around for ſome minutes, in filent 
5 


Upon entering his niece's cottaze, 


wonder at the perfect neatneſs of every part 
of it, and the almoſt elegant plainneſs of her 
daughter's dreſs and her own. Not a word 
did he anſwer to her exclamation—My un- 
cle !—her repeated curtfies, or ſome tears, 
that many a painful recollection drew from 
her. At laſt out came bluntly, „ Yes tis 
i, And this little hole is tight and ſmart, 
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II aſſure you, And here I am 


come to turn you out of it; if you can bear 
to live with your old flint-hearted uncle. 
Tell me, if you ſhould like to go back to 


your own houſe, that was, till your fool ot 
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a huſband” —* Oh! Sir!“ Come, come, 
old ſtories we'll remember no more—And 
that pretty Miſs too! Can ſhe turn thoſe 
white hands to any thing? Ha! Minx, 
Can'ſt put thoſe nice fingers of thine to any 
thing but a needle ?=Odfo! I had forgot 
Your mother has a game hand, I ſee“ (Her 
iprained wriſt, though now much better, 
was ſtil] held in a ſling.) Then turning 
about with an obſervant eye, he added, in a 
ſofter tone, to Sally—* So, ſo! then all 
this is your handy work, is it? Wench— 
Well, pack up. your alls. I ſhall go, and 
fend a waggon for them directly.” Out he 
ſallied at theſe words, without allowing time 
for his niece to utter a ſyllable in anſwer. 


He was inſtantly obeyed by the mother and 


Fore Hans + without ſome ſighs and flut- 
UAaugucers NULL „4 w we — 2 


terings, upon leaving their quiet cot; and 


that very evening they found themſelves ſet- 
tled in a ſnug apartment in a houſe, which 


Mary Meanywell was pleaſed to ſee had been 


altered 
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altered with judgment, to that degree, that 
it recalled the leſs to her memory the plea- 
ſanter years ſhe once had paſſed there with 
her dear lamented William, 
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CHAP. IV. 


Comfortable and diſagreeable occurrences at Far- 
mer Teſty's. 


H E management of her uncle Teſty's 
family, where Dame Meanwell acted 

as houſekeeper, and her daughter beſtirred 
herſelf, under her direction, briſkly, and 
with great attention to the farmer's peremp- 
tory orders, was leſs unpleaſant than they at 
firſt expected. Teſty had a fund of native 
good ſenſe, that kept him generally in the 
. right, if permitted to have his way. His 
impatience of contradiction, which rendered 
his choler outrageous, they found it eaſy 
never to oftend, by the obliging gentleneſs 
of 
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of temper natural to them both. By de- 
grees the ſavage fierceneſs of his manners 
began to ſoften, and his converſation ſome- 
times to aſſume a vein of pleaſantry, that 
was agreeable enough. His thorough know- 
ledge of the farming buſineſs, and of all the 
work he wanted to have done, gave every 
one he employed a full aſſurance that he 
knew his own mind; and they had beſt ob- 
ſerve it, or have nothing to ſay to him. So 
he was commonly obeyed with great punc- 
tuality, They found a dairy-maid only in 
the houſe, who continued there, a briſk and 
diligent aſſiſtant to Sally, in keeping every 
part of the houſe in perfect neatneſs. Be- 
ing a buſtling good-humoured girl, ſhe 
helped her to diſpatch the work with eaſe ; 
and Sally, in her turn, would aſſiſt her in 
her proper buſineſs in the cow-houſe, dairy, 
and in dreſſing victuals for the family, the 
number of which, beſide thoſe already 
known, was not great, but uncertain, as the 
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Jabourers employed were more or leſs, at 
different times. This active life had a hap- 
py effect upon the conſtitution of a girl, 
never before accuſtomed to the continual 
ſtir, in which ſhe was now every day en- 
gaged, Her ſtrength encreaſed. Her com- 
plexion freſhened, and though ſomewhat leſs 
delicate, grew more lively, She began at 
laſt to take delight in all the female depart- 
ment of the buſineſs of a farm, which her 
mother underſtood perfectly well, having 
been brought up to it in her early youth. 


For above two years, this manner of life 
went on agreeably enough, with but few in- 
terruptions of the general ſatisfaction, from 
Teſty's choleric temper. The behaviour 
indeed of his Son Hodge, when occaſion 
brought him to the houſe, and his father 
chanced to be out of the way, was much leſs 
tolerable: it was a ſtrange compound of 
ſpleen and mirth, reaſon and abſurdity, 


good 
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good and ill-will: to Dame Meanwell it 
was ſometimes brutally inſolent, as her vi- 
gilance checked him in a purſuit he had 
greatly at heart. But it was more offenſive 
fill to her daughter, of whom his treatment 
was often ſo wild and irregular as might 
make it ſuſpected that he was diſordered in 
his ſenſes, from his accoſting her one mi- 
nute with aukward familiarity, the next 
humbly begging pardon ; now peſtering her 
ear with ruſtic jeſting, then gazing on her 
with fixed admiration, and a look imploring 
pity; then ſnatching a kiſs when off her 
guard, or when repulſed and ſtruggling for 
it, offering at more indecent liberties. From 
this outrage ſhe was once defending herſelf, 
with loud cries and tears, and threats to 
complain to his father, when ſuddenly the 
door burſt open. In ruſhed Teſty booted 
and ſpurred, and brandiſhing a large horſe- 
Whip. He had heard the laſt words of Sal- 
ly, and thoroughly underſtood what had 
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happened. But when caſting his eyes upon 
the girl, he ſaw her pale, trembling, ready 
to faint, with her chin, her cheek, and bo- 
ſom all covered with blood, he flew to his 
ſon, and with one ſtroke of his horſewhip, 
laid him ſprawling upon the floor. Sally 
ran in to prevent the repetition of many a 
dreadful kick that began to follow the blow, 
entreating him to proceed no farther in his 
anger, and aſſuring him, which was really 
true, that the blood he ſaw, had ſprung na- 
turally from her noſe, without any hurt to 
her at all.—© A good-natured ſilly wench, 
ſays Teſty, I believe ſhe lies—get up, you 
monſter—Say grace for what you've got, 
you ſavage—If you like the ſauce, return 
to your tricks again, you ruffian, and you 
ſhall have twice as much. The girl is un- 
der my protection, you dog, touch her 
again, at your peril.” Away ſneaked 
Hodge, expreſſing his thanks to his father in 
filence, by a low bow, with his back turned 
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towards him; but muttering vengeance in 
his heart againſt Sally, for whom he had 


conceived a paſſion, that drove him now 
quite beſide himſelf. 


Watching lily an opportunity of catching 
her alone, and out of the houſe, he ſought 
it in vain for ſeveral weeks; till ſeeing her 
walk toward the dairy with a pail of milk 
upon her head, he followed, and was going 
to ſeize her, when, either through deſign, 
or fright more probably, ſhe overturned the 
milk - pail directly upon his head, and 
drenched him completely all over in the 
white deluge. Away ſhe ran that inſtant, 
with ſhrill cries for help, to the other maid, 
who was milking the cows at a ſmall diſ- 
tance, She cried ſo loud, that the wench 
from the cow-ſtall, the farmer from the 
barn, and her mother from the houſe, were 
all met ſtaring together in the yard, firſt at 
Sally's affrighted looks, and hair in ſtrange 

diſ- 
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diſorder, by her cap's falling off, in the fray, 
then at Hodge's ridiculous trim, But of 
this, as he immediately caught his father's 
eye, he had cunning enough to avoid an ex- 
planation, by ſcampering off with uncom- 
mon agility, Teſty trove in vain to over- 
take him. His terrible denunciation of ven- 
geance alone reached the ears of his ſon, 
who was inſtantly out of ſight, 


CHAP. 
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Hr . 
Preſpect of calmer days. 


HE farmer, inſtead of enquiring at lei- 

ſure into the eire umſtances of the caſe, 
which would have carried off, in a laugh, 
great part of his choler, went into the ſta- 
ble, without ſpeaking a word, ſaddled his 
horſe, and gallopped off, in a vain ſearch of 
his fon. He could get no tidings of him at 
the great farm, nor at any of the neighbour- 
ing towns, till after ſeveral months; when 
a travelling pedlar informed him he had ſeen 


Hodge enliſted, as a ſoldier, im a regiment 


Which was then marching to embark for 


America, Teſty's temper now grew daily 


more and more intractable; the buſineſs of 
both 
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both farms, under his ſole management, kept 
it in a continual ferment. His niece, but 
more eſpecially her daughter, whom he re- 
garded as the occaſion of his domeſtic mis- 
fortune, were daily ſufferers by his encrea- 
fing ill- humour. Their miſery, at certain 
times was ſo great, that they would often 
declare it was impoſſible to abide with him 
any longer; but it was alſo impoſſible to 
leave an uncle, a protector, in ſo inconſol- 
able a ſtate. With redoubled diligence, they 
did all in their power to ſooth his melan- 
choly. 


At length, after leading for ſeveral 
months a moſt vexatious life, in a cont inual 
hurry and agitation of ſpirit, a well- timed 
viſit from Mrs, Sagely gave a new turn 
to their affairs, and adminiſtered comfort- 
able hopes to all the parties of the enjoy- 
ment of calmer days. 'This conſtant friend 


and 
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and admirer of her beloved pupil informed 
Mrs. Meanwell, that Sir George Worthy, 
whoſe former lady had been ſo kind to her 
and her daughter, was lately married again, 
and returned to ſettle altogether in the 
country. That he had enquired after them, 
and finding them gone from the pariſh, he 
had called upon her to learn what was be- 
come of. them, All the information ſhe 
could give him was of their preſent abode 
with farmer Teſty,—-* Were they happy 
there ?*—She could not tell. He wiſhed 
ſhe could-take an early opportunity of en- 
quiring in what ſituation they were at pre- 
ſent ; and ſhe was accordingly come for that 
purpoſe. She added, that the preſent Lady 
Worthy, of whom every one ſpoke very 
highly, was in want of a ſervant, to be em- 
ployed as an aſſiſtant to the houſe-keeper, 
and occaſionally to work at her needle, And 
the gentleman had ſaid, he deſired to know 

of 
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of Mrs. Sagely, whether Sally could be en- 
gaged for that ſervice. 


"The mother and daughter looked at each 
other, with a tender concern, and then at 


the good ſchool-miſtreſs for ſome time, 


without ſpeaking a word, At length, — 


© my dear child, ſaid Mrs, Meanwell, it will 
be a great pain for us to part, But conſi- 
dering my uncle's preſent diſpoſition, it 
may be for your good. At any rate he muſt 
be informed of this propoſal immediately, if 
you are at all inclined to liſten to it.“ Sally 
had ſcarcely expreſſed a faint half-conſent, 
when Teſty abruptly entered. Having 
heard the. purport of 'Mrs. Sagely's embaſly 
from her own mouth; Hark you, Dame, 
ſays the Ruſtic, the girl's a fool, if ſhe don't 


jump at it, and make you her beſt curtſy, 


and all that. The worſt I can ſay of the 
wench is that ſhe is too good, and too clever, 


and too handſome for my buſineſs, by half; 


be- 
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beſides, the affair I have juſt been about will 
make me want her work no longer. 1 have 
{truck up a bargain for my t'other farm, 
ſtock, and cattle, and goods, and all. They 
are all very well off my hands, which will 
not now have a quarter of the work they 
had before, So you and I, Niece, may 
ſpare that pretty Miſs to the gentlefolks, 
Go, girl, put on your beſt trim, and all that; 
and march off immediately with this dame 


to Sir What d'ye call him's. And, d'ye 


hear? if we don't ſee you again before milk- 


ing-time, your geer ſhall be ſent after you.” 
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CH AF. V1; 

Agreeably ſettled at Worthy Hall.-Unpleaſant 
circumſtances made eaſy by diſcreet conduct. 
1 Worthy was exceedingly pleaſed 

with the decent appearance and come- 


lineſs of Sally; but her modeſt and ſenſible 
anſwers, when queſtioned about all the 


great things, which had been reported of her 
abilities, won her heart at once.—“ Having 
never ſerved in a genteel family, ſhe was 
quite ignorant, ſhe ſaid, of what might be 
expected from her. It ſhould be her ſtudy 
to learn her duty, and her delight to obey 
her ladyſhip.” —<< My own maid, Truſty, 
laid the lady, who is chiefly about my per- 
ſon, will tell you what plain- Work may be 
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wanting, and what aſſiſtance you may give 
her, in her office of houſe-keeper.“”“ The 
wages propoſed exceeded Sally's expectation. 
A ſervant was ſent to her mother, by the 


lady, who had ſmiled at Mrs. Sagely's ac- 


count of Teſty's haſty temper, and peremp- 
tory determination, that if approved, ſhe 
ſhould be ſettled in her place that very day. 
A cart arrived, early in the evening, with a 
ſmall cheſt of drawers, and Mrs. Meanwell, 
who having enjoyed the ſatisfaction of ſee- 
ing her daughter's ſituation anſwerable to 
her wiſhes, and taking a tender leave of her, 
returned back with a light heart to her un- 
cle, 


Sally was charmed with a certain reſem- 
blance ſhe found in Mrs. Truſty's charac- 
ter, and even her perſon, to her dear mo- 
ther, the ſame gentle and attentive look, the 


fame clearneſs of apprehenſion, civility, and 


readineſs of reply, with the ſame prudent 


and 
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and ſkilful management, though their ſcenes 
of action were now ſo widely different, 
They ſoon contracted a ſincere eſteem for 
cach other: great indeed were the aſſiſtances 


Mrs, Trufty found in Sally's ready uſe of 


her pen, as well as her needle, who in re- 
turn received daily inſtruction from the ex- 
ample of ſo experienced a lady's-woman, 
and houſe-keeper, The former had ſerved 
Lady Worthy in both theſe capacities for 
many years. In her ſuperintendance now 
over almoſt all the work of a very large fa- 
mily, ſhe was ſurprized and delighted at the 
eaſe and quickneſs, with which her young 
friend ſoon learned to render her burthen 
lighter. But the doing this was the moſt 
delicate part of the preſent ſituation of Mrs. 


Meanwell, for ſo ſhe was generally called in 


the family, Being often led by the direc- 
tion of the houſe-keeper, and ſometimes by 
their miſtreſs, to a particular inſpettion of 


the .pantry, the kitchen, the ſeveral offices, | 
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and almoſt every room of the houſe, it was 
no eaſy matter to perform this taſk, without 
offence to the lower fervants, who now and 
then would drop a ſlight hint of her want 
of authority, But ſoon her obliging and 
friendly diſpoſition, her frankneſs and truth, 
but eſpecially her ſuperior good ſenſe got 
the better of all their little prejudice at her 
interference in what at firſt had diſpleaſed 
them, as not belonging to her ſtation. 


As the houſekeeper always attended her 
miſtreſs in the viſits Sir George and his Lady 
often made to Lord Alton, his uncle, whoſe 
molt reſpectable family was ſeated at the 
diſtance of twenty miles, it was neceſſary, 


_ daring their abſence of three or four days, 


for Sally to act as her deputy. Lady Wor- 
thy very properly took care that all the ſer- 


vants ſhould be made to underſtand this: 


notwithſtanding which, upon theſe occa- 
ſions, Sally Meanwell frequently found the 
D charge 


charge a heavy one, and was much perplex- 


ed, and driven into great difficulties, in her 
delicate fituation, The family had, with 


due care and diligence, been always kept 


very orderly, and the numerous ſervants, of 
both ſexes, were in general good ſort of peo- 
ple; yet in'the abſence of all eyes that kept 
them moſt in awe, ſhe ſaw with pain, they 
cave a looſe to their behaviour, which ſhe 
could not approve, and found it hard to 
control. All buſineſs went on lamely, and 
not as it ought to do, Out they ſallied, in 


goſſipping parties, for ſeveral hours together. 


'Their romping, noiſe, and nonſenſe within 
doors, when they received the viſits of ſer- 
vants, from families under leſs regulation, 
were very diſguſting to her. Though vexed 
at heart, Sally contented herſelf at firſt with 
pointing out, in few and gentle words, the 
impropriety of their conduct, and humbly 
entreating them to ſave her the diſagreeable 
neceſſity of complaining of it. Thus her 
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prudence enſured her a degree of reſpect, (to 


which the mildneſs of her manner, and ſtill 


more perhaps, the perſuaſive cloquence of 


unaſſuming beauty, not a little contri- 
buted ;) and preferved her in general from 
:nſolent replies, All the reſt of the ſer- 


vants regarded her, except one of the 


houſe-maids, by far the moſt faulty of them 
all. Suſan Coltiſh, who was of a touchy 
diſpoſition, not only inſulted her groſsly her- 
ſelf, upon the occaſion, but laughed at all 
the reſt, for tamely bearing to be found fault 
with by a fellow-ſervant. When Mrs. 
Meanwell civilly endeavoured to make her 
comprehend it was her duty in general to act 
as ſhe did, and it was more particularly Mrs. 
Houſemaid's good, ſhe had in view, in her 
advice, the pert huſſy rifing in her airs, and 
with more ſnappiſh anſwers, either compel- 


led her to retire, or flung out herſelf in a 
Huff. 
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Luckily Sally diſcovered in Mrs. Steady, 
the cook, the ground-work of a worthy cha- 
racter, much ſcill and diligence in her buſi- 
neſs, great medeſty, and a ſerious turn of 
thought. She was juſt as little given to gad- 
ding, and as much diſpleaſed with ribaldry 
as herſelf. Meanwell was really beloved by 
this Mrs. Stcady, whoſe good graces ſhe had 
gained by always offering her friendly aid, 
if ever fhe ſaw her in need of it, from any 
more than ordinary buſtle, The like ob- 
liging conduct ſhe readily ſhewed to ai} her 
*cllow-ſervants, when it fell in her way. If 
the unexpected arrival ef a great deal of 
<ompany, as it ſometimes happened, threw 
them all into a hurry, Sally ſeemed to have 
the gift of multiplying herſelf to ſerve them 
all. The chamber-maids, cooks, butler, 
and houſe-keeper, appeared all at once to 
find their ſeveral works made eaſy to them 
dy her chearful aſſiſtance, 


Every 
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Every :« ler, fſlut, and goſſip began to re- 
form, out of a real deſire to gain her good - 
will. She herſelf acquired very day ſome 


uſeful article of knowledge, in attiring her 


>= 
— 


lady, in marketing, book- keeping, cookery, 
and every one of the ſmalleſt departments 
belonging to a great houſe. No wonder then 
ſhe advanced very quickly to the higheſt de- 
gree of eſteem with her miſtreſs. Lady 
Worthy had the ſatisfaction Jikewiſe of con- 
ceiving a better opinion, than ſhe had be- 
fore, of almoſt all the other ſervants, whoſe 
work ſhe ſaw better done, and whom Mrs. 
Meanwell was delighted in commending to 
her miſtreſs, if they, in any way, deſerved 
it. To her friend, the cook, ſhe was parti- 
cularly glad to do juſtice. All theſe kind 
offices ſhe commonly did them, with Lady 
Worthy, through the mcdiation of Mrs, 
Truſty, who was happy in finding the good 
order of the family moſt pleaſingly improved: 
and without the leaſt envy, but great love 
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and gratitude to Sally, ſhe always acknow- 
ledged to whom it was in great meaſure ow- 


ing. The untoward diſpoſition, and petu- 
lance of Coltiſh alone, continued ſometimes 
to teize and inſult her ſtrangely, But this. 
was the leſs regarded, as the reſt were punc- 
tual in their duty, and obliging in their de- 
portment to her. They were all too good- 
natured to become the accuſers of Suſan, 
whoſe agreeable ſprightlineſs at times, in the 
midſt of her moſt culpable ſallies, had gene- 
rally conciliated their good will. She often 
gave tokens of a mind not uncultivated, and 
greatly ſuperior to her ſtation; but there was 
ſomething extremely unaccountable in her 
conduct. Her fellow- ſervants had reaſon tg. 
repent their not ſeeking to check her en- 
creaſing folly; as it ſoon brought about a. 
melancholy event, which threw the whole 
| family into great conſternation, 
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HA P. VII. 


Sally's improvement from every quarter. 2 
terrible diſaſter in the family raiſes her cha 


racter to an exalted pitch, 


N the dextrous uſe of the needle, Mrs. 
Thy uſty and the Cook excelled almoſt as 
much as Sally; but each in a different way. 
Mrs. Meanwell learned a great deal from 


both. As they got inſtruction in nice plain: 


work and mantua-making from her, ſhe re- 
ccived good leſſons from the one in the ele- 
gant parts of millenary work, and from the 
other in the cheapeſt and moſt ready method 
of mending, and turning every rag to good 
account, Even from the Butler ſhe was 


enabled to pick up much information, and 
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that from diligent obſervation only: for {he 
ſpoke but little to him, and indeed was al- 
ways very ſparing of diſcourſe with any of 
the men ſervants, Lady Worthy, who had 
great pleaſure in taking notice of the daily 
ſigns of a good underſtanding in Sally's 
whole conduct, admitted her inſenſibly more 
and more to the honour of her converſation. 
As the lady's mind had been enriched: by an 
excellent education, with great ſtore of all 
ſuch knowledge as is moſt uſeful and orna- 
mental in a woman, to which her admirable 
good ſenſe and unaffected piety added a pe- 
culiar grace and dignity, Meanwell received 
every word. ſhe ſpoke with attention and ve- 
neration indeed, and found her own mind 
ſurprizingly refined and improved by theſe 
kind condeſcenſions of her miſtreſs. Nor 
was ſhe denied admittance to the library of 
her maſter, who had been told of her delight 
in reading. Of this kind permiſhon ſhe 
gladly availed herſelf, when her maſter 

and. 
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and miſtreſs were elſewhere engaged; but in 
hours only of perfect leiſure, and eſpecially 
on Sundays. She often took great pleaſure 
on thoſe days in reading to all the ſervants 
aſſembled in their hall at the beginning of 
the evening, and that by the requeſt of the 
moſt ſerious among them, either one of the 
Lectures of Archbiſhop Secker upon the Church 
Catechiſm, or a Sermon of Tillotſon abridged. 
The catechetical lectures were a moſt ac- 
ceptable donation of her preſent miſtreſs ; 
the collection of ſhort but excellent diſ- 
courſes had been formerly given her by her 
firſt benefactreſs: and though ſhe could al- 
moſt repeat the whole of theſe laſt, they in- 
tereſted her heart to that degree, that ſhe was 
never tired of reading them. 


Thus did Sally receive improvement from 
every thing and every perſon about her, 
From the pert houſe-maid Coltiſh alone ſhe 
had little to learn but the daily exerciſe of 
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her patience, which indeed was repeatedly 
put to the ſevereſt trials, by her inſolence 
and irregular conduct, This was the more 
ſurprizing, as the maid frequently diſcovers 
ed a great ſhare of reſpect, in her abſence, 
for Mrs. Meanwell's acknowledged ſuperi- 
ority. 


The giddy girl's ſpirits had one day been 
obſerved by a fellow- ſervant to be thrown 
into a ſtrange flutter upon the receipt of a 
jetter. She tore it open with great eager— 
neſs and wildneſs in her looks. Caſting a 
haſty glance upon it, ſhe gave a doleful 
ſcream, and ſeeming ready to faint, ſunk 
down upon the floor; then ſtarting ſudden- 
ly, up ſhe ſprung, and ran to her garret, 
where ſhe locked herſelf in. A chamber- 
maid, who had watched Suſan's motions, 
ſoftly followed her up ſtairs, and applying 
her eye to the key-hole of the door, ſhe ſaw * 
her tearing off her cap and hair, ſcratching 

her 


SARAH MEANWELLI, 59 


her cheeks, and ſtamping furiouſly upon the 
floor, and could hear nothing but curſes 
muttered againſt her own folly, and bitter 
exclamations againſt the cauſe of ſome ter- 
rible misfortune that appeared to have be- 
fallen her, Fearing the girl might do her- 
ſelf greater miſchief, ſhe would have forced 
open the door; but as that exceeded her 
ſtrength, down ſhe flew haſtily, and meeting 
Mrs. Truſty and the butler, told them what 
had happened, In a moment all the ſer- 
rants, and Sally among the reſt, were at the 
door of the garret. All within was filent, 
The houſe-maid, though repeatedly called, 
returned no anſwer. The butler, daſhing 
his foot violently againſt the lock, burſt 
open the door; there hung the poor wretch 
by her garters from the teſter of her bed; 
ſhe was inſtantly cut down and laid upon 
the bed by the butler, and a footman was 
diſpatched for a ſurgeon, 
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Mrs. Meanwell, though extremely ſhock- 
cd as well as the reſt at the ghaſtly. appear- 
ance of the wan and diſtorted countenance 
of the poor creature, who ſeemed to be life- 
leſs paſt recovery, applied her hand to Su- 
fan's face and breaſt ; ſhe found them cold 
as clay ; yet ſhe thought ſhe could perceive 
ſome little convulſive motion ſtill about her 
eyes and lips. Beſeeching all the men to 
retire, Mrs. Truſty and Sally hMened to un- 
dreſs her, while a chamber-maid ran down 
ſor a pan of coals. Being put into a warm 
bed, her face much diſcoloured, and her 
body ſtill cold and motionleſs, gave little 
hope of being brought back to life. On the 
Aoor lay the fatal letter, which Sally picked 
up. It announced that four lottery tickets, 
of which the wretch had purchaſed ſhares, 
dad been all drawn blanks. While Truſty 
and Meanwell were expreſſing their horror 
at the impious frenzy and unprincipled 
mind the wench bad diſcovered by this deſ- 
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perate act, upon ſo ſlight a cauſe, in came the 
furgeon. After opening a vein, and perform» 
ing ſome other operations, he declared ſhe 
began to breathe. Her complexion returned 
by degrees. She was ſeen to move, then to 
open her eyes, and ſtare for a moment on 
all the aſtoniſhed faces aſſembled round the 


bed: Uttering a faint ſhriek, ſhe cloſed them 


inſtantly. and trembling exceedingly, ſhrunk 
under the bed-cloaths, in convulſive agita- 
tions of mind and body. The ſurgeon 
Heckon'd all to retire with him, except the 
chamber-maid who had witneſſed the begin- 
ning of her frenzy; and to her he gave di- 
rection to watch and give him notice when 
ſhe ſhould appear a little more compoſed, 
An account was brought him after ſome 
time that a glimpſe of reaſon ſeemed to be 
now returning, tho' with much confuſion 
and diſtraction of thought, and frequently 


uttering the words, undone, undone for ever. 


The good furgeon, after preparing for her a 


gently- 


62 HR LIFE OF 


gently-compoſing opiate, (which he preſent- 
ed to her with many ſoothing expreſſions, ) 
and preſcribing what method he thought it 
moſt proper thoſe, who tended her, in her 
preſent perilous ſtate ſhould follow for her 
further recovery, acquainted Mrs, Meanwell 
with a requeſt the poor creature had made 
him, with great concern and terror in her 
countenance, deſiring him to whiſper to her 
a wiſh that ſhe had moſt at heart, to ſpeak 


ſomething to her in private before ſhe 
died. 


Upon Sally's entering the room and lock- 
ing the door, at the girl's entreaty, Suſan, 
with joined and uplifted hands, and a ſtream 
of tears, implored her mercy and forgive- 
neſs—* Mine? poor thing] pray to God for 
metcy, and I will join with thee in prayer 
moſt heartily'—** Oh Mrs. Meanwell, you 
are too good : the baſer wretch am I. You 
little ſuſpect how. guilty I have been to- 

wards 
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wards you. My ſaucineſs I know you for- 
give; but you miſſed ſome months ago out 
of your cheft of drawers, a ſmall purſe con- 
taining four guineas and ſome ſilver; I can- 
not die in peace without praying you to 
pardon me for committing the theft. When 
you had been kinder to me than I deſerved 
a thouſand times, (which indeed always uſed 
to vex and make me the more inſolent,) by 
helping me to rub a mahogany table, I ſaw 
a key drop out of your pocket upon the car- 
pet. When your back was turned I picked 
it up, flew to your room, and robbed you, 
for which may God and you forgive me, 
The key I laid again unperceived in the 
place upon the parlour floor, from whence I 
had taken it; and where I ſuppoſe you 
found it. What led me to this wickedneſs 
was my obſerving you put the purſe into the 
drawer, as I came once on a ſudden into the 
room—But I muſt tell you all—lt was Ro- 
bert, the handſome footman of Lord Alton, 

that 
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that tempted me to commit the crime, He 
had got ten pounds by a ſhare in a former 
lottery :. and as he made love to-me, a ſorry 
man! Here confuſion and bitter ſobs in- 
terrupted her narrative -“ He has not ruin- 
ed you? I hope'—<& No, I thank God; 
though I am a poor credulous fool, I have a 
little too much ſenſe for that.“ What 
then ??—*<©* You ſhall hear: he got me to 
give him every. farthing I had.in the world, 
and made me promiſe to beg, borrow, or 
ſteal enough to buy as many ſhares as he 
had in this lottery ; and if we had any luck, 
we ſhould go ſnacks, and then he would 
marry me. That letter is from a lottery- 
office to him, that my ſhares are all blanks,” 
— A ͤ mighty matter! and could that drive 
you to madneſs ?'—** No, not that only. 
At the bottom is a line from the villain, 
read it.” —Sally took the letter, and with 
difficulty decyphered theſe words ſcrawled 
with a pencil, which ſhe had not noticed 

before : 
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before: Mine too are all blanks; but what 
:s worſe, I fear I am detected. So I muſt fiy 
for it ;, fo for ever farewell, Sue. -“ He has 
been as bad as I, ſaid Suſan, he firſt owned 
it to me, and tempted me, horrid wretch, to 
leize the firſt opportunity to do the like; 
vet, I thank God, I never wronged man, 
woman, or child, but you; and to you I had 
the confident expectation of repaying ſoon, 
with intereſt, what I ſo baſely ſtole.” 


When the girl had ended her tale, and 
received the aſſurance of pardon that ſhe had 
implored, her mind appeared ſomewhat 
calmer, eſpecially when the tender-hearted 
Sally declared ſhe would only report what 
the letter diſcovered, without ever accuſing 
her of the theft; as her amendment and fu- 
ture good behaviour, of which ſhe had now 
the moſt perfect confidence, would render 


her worthy of entire forgiveneſs. The bo- 


dily pains of Suſan were for a long time 
| hor- 
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horrible indeed. For ſcveral weeks ſhe was 
confined to her bed, with very little hopes of 
life: during which, Mrs. Meanwell brought 
her work every day, and remained often many 
hours at her bed-ſide, inſtructing her in the 
principles of religion. The girl's heart was: 
originally good, but in her childhood warp- 
ed by bad example. Her underſtanding was 
indeed remarkably clear and ſtrong by na- 


ture, but ſo over-run by vanity, that no- 


thing but a dreadful calamity could have 
taught her wiſdom, Her parents kept a 


great inn at the neighbouring town. Tho? 
they had given her an expenſive education 


at a celebrated boarding-ſchool eſtabliſhed. 
there, which, if ſhe had had leſs conceit, 
her quick parts might have improved to. 


great advantage; they never taught her any 
good themſelves, nor. inſtructed her in the 
fear of God, either by precept, or the infly- 
ence of their own conduct, But as ſhe 
grew up a lively handſome girl, and was ex- 


poſed 
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poſed to much danger at home, they happen- 
ed to have ſenſe enough to keep her out of 
harm's way, as they might reaſonably hope, 
by ſending her, for ſome years from ſcenes 
of riot and excels, at firſt to a decent ſchool, 
and afterwards to ſervice in a well - regulated 


family. 


Though a- conſtant attendance at church, 
both morning and evening, was required 
every Sunday of all the ſervants of Sir 
George and Lady Worthy, who were al- 
ways punctual in their obſervance of that 
duty themſelves; though it was recommended 
to them, by advice and example, to receive 
the ſacrament at ſtated times (or, in ather 
words, to make in public, and before the 


church of God, a folemn- profeſſion of their 
hope of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, and 
their ſincere deſire and reſolution to live and 
die in the Chriſtian faith;) Coltiſh had hi- 
therto complied with the reſt, without the 

ſlighteſt 
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ſlighteſt ſenſe at heart of the ſacred work ſhe 
had been only appearing to per form. Tho' 
Sir George, and in his abſence his Lady, 
daily read prayers before the whole family 
aſſembled in the hall; the ſenſe of no part 
of them had ever entered the giddy wretch's 
mind, which however keen and vigorous by 
nature, was always bewildered by ſome idle 
fancy. It was no ſmall taſk for Sally to 
impreſs the vwnder/tanding of ſuch an incon- 
ſiderate creature with any true notion of re- 
ligion. But far more difficult it muſt have 
been, without the bleſſing imparted by the 
late ſeemingly fatal difaſter, to excite in her 
heart and affections a real and laſting ſenſe of 
her duty towards God, her neighbour, and 
herſelf, Yet in bringing about this won- 
derful change Mrs. Meanwell ſucceeded al- 
moſt beyond hope, through her pious ex- 
hortations and prayers by Suſan's bed-ſide 


for many weeks together, while her death 
was generally expected. Never, indeed, 
was 
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Was a truer penitent than this poor girl, 
whoſe heart it pleaſed God to touch with the 
ſincereſt remorſe, and to enlighten her 
hitherto benighted ſoul with the beams of 
his grace, 'The good principles which ſhe 
had now imbibed from Sally, ſhe faithfully 
maintained all the reſt of her life. "Thoſe 
who with reaſon miſtruſt in general the ſin- 
cerity of all ſuch extraordinary converſions, 
are deſired to reflect a little upon the circum- 
ſtances, that rendered this one perfectly 
credible, 
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ſlighteſt ſenſe at heart of the ſacred work ſhe 
had been only appearing to perform. Tho' 
Sir George, and in his abſence his Lady, 
daily read prayers before the whole family 
aſſembled in the hall; the ſenſe of no part 
of them had ever entered the giddy wretch's 
mind, which however keen and vigorous by 
nature, was always bewildered by ſome idle 
fancy. It was no ſmall taſk tor Sally to 
impreſs the under/tanding of ſuch an incon- 
ſiderate creature with any true notion of re- 
ligion. But far more difficult it muſt have 
been, without the bleſſing imparted by the 
late ſeemingly fatal difaſter, to excite in her 
heart and affections a real and laſting ſenſe of 
her duty towards God, her neighbour, and 
herſelf, Yet in bringing about this won- 
derful change Mrs. Meanwell ſucceeded al- 
moſt beyond hope, through her pious ex- 
hortations and prayers by Suſan's bed-ſide 
for many weeks together, while her death 
was generally expected. Never, indeed, 

was 
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Was a truer penitent than this poor girl, 
whoſe heart it pleaſed God to touch with the 
ſincereſt remorſe, and to enlighten her 
hitherto benighted ſoul with the beams of 
his grace. The good principles which ſhe 
had now imbibed from Sally, ſhe faithfully 
maintained all the reſt of her life. Thoſe 
who with reaſon miſtruſt in general the ſin- 
cerity of all ſuch extraordinary converſions, 
are deſired to reflect a little upon the circum- 
ſtances, that rendered this one perfectly 
credible, 
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CHAP. VII. 


A further diſplay of ſound piety and ſuperion 
good ſenſe in Sally, 


USAN now regarded Mrs, Meanwell 
with that high degree of veneration, 
that often, with folded hands and ſtreaming 
eyes, ſhe would declare it was hardly in her 
power to refrain from falling down to wor- 


ſhip her, as a guardian angel ſent from hea- 


ven to ſnatch her from deſtruction. Had 
not Sally ſtrictly enjoined her perpetual ſi- 
lence upon the ſubject, ſhe was even going 
to proclaim to all the family every circum- 
{tance of the almoſt unexampled generoſity 


of her moſt excellent and truly chriſtian 
friend. 
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friend. Though ſhe continued a long time 
in a languiſhing way, ſhe was ſo tenderly 
treated and conſtantly attended by Mrs. 
Meanwell, and ſo indulgently conſidered by 
Lady Worthy, that by degrees ſhe began to 
give hopes of her complete recovery. Her 
Miſtreſs was inclined to love the girl for the 
good and pious turn ſhe had lately taken, 
But to Sally the lady really looked up with 


a fort of reverence (though ſhe knew not 


half her merit,) as the inſpirer of ſuch good 


principles in a heart before utterly unac- 
quainted with them. Suſan's fellow-ſer- 


vants, and all the neighbourhood, where it 
was noiſed abroad that the poor forſaken 
damſel had hanged herſelf for love, pitied 
Her exceedingly, and fome even admired her 
heroiſm. The fooliſh admiration they ex- 


preſſed for a deed fo horrid and impious as 


ſelf murder, though occafioned by the ex- 
ceſſtve ſtrength of a generous paſſion, Love, 
was ſometimes echoed in the family between 


jeſt 
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A further diſplay of found piety and ſuperior 
good ſenſe in Sally, 


CO S AN now regarded Mrs, Meanwell 

with that high degree of veneration, 
that often, with folded hands and ſtreaming 
eyes, ſhe would declare it was hardly in her 
power to refrain from falling down to wor- 


ſhip her, as a guardian angel ſent from hea- 


ven to ſnatch her from deſtruction. Had 
not Sally ſtrictly enjoined her perpetual ſi- 
lence upon the ſubject, ſhe was even going 
to proclaim to all the family every circum- 
ſtance of the almoſt unexampled generoſity 


of her moſt excellent and truly chriſtian 
friend. 
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friend. Though ſhe continued a long time 
in a languiſhing way, ſhe was fo tenderly 
treated and conſtantly attended by Mrs, 
Meanwell, and fo indulgently conſidered by 
Lady Worthy, that by degrees ſhe began to 
give hopes of her complete recovery. Her 
Miſtreſs was inclined to love the girl for the 
good and pious turn ſhe had lately taken, 
But to Sally the lady really looked up with 
a ſort of reverence (though ſhe knew not 
half her merit,) as the inſpirer of ſuch good 
Principles in a heart before utterly unac- 
quainted with them. Suſan's fellow-ſer- 
vants, and all the neighbourhood, where it 
was noiſed abroad that the poor forſaken 
damſel had hanged herſelf for love, pitied 
Her exccedingly, and fome even admired her 
heroiſm. "The fooliſh admiration they ex- 
preſſed for a deed fo horrid and impious as 
| ſelf murder, though occaſioned by the ex- 
ceſſtve ſtrength of a generous paſſion, Love, 
was ſometimes echoed in the family between 


jeſt 
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jeſt and earneſt. This was always no- 
ticed with a painful concern by Mrs. 
Meanwell. With great ſeriouſneſs, but 
in her own modeſt manner, ſhe put to ſi- 
lence and confuſion every ſilly expreſſion 
of this ſort, by making the unthinking 
praters ſenſible of the deſperate frenzy, the 
heinous ſin againſt God, the deplorable con- 
ſequences of the deed upon which they were 
talking ſo lightly and wantonly. 


«© Can the wretches, ſhe would ſay, whe 
ſhake off the ties of nature, by committing 
murderous violence upon themſelves, find 
in reaſon any juſtification or colour of ex- 
cuſe but abſolute madneſs? By what other 
plea can we eſtabliſh any ground of hope, 
that they ſhall be acquitted of the crime at 
the day of judgment? But in many caſes, 
after all, can reaſon really admit this excuſe 
to be available? Would the plea of diſtrac- 
tion, ariſing from diſorderly paſſion, ſave a 
man from capital puniſhment, who is con- 

| victed 


a4 
r 
» ASC Se > 


SARAH MEANWELY. 73 


victed of any act of felony at the bar of an 
earthly jadicature? Can the act of ſelf-- 
murder be free from guilt, when it is plain- 
ly the conſequence of an intemperate eager- 
neſs of defire for what Providence is not 
pleaſed to grant, when it is thus occaſioned 
by a ſinful and ungodly diſpoſition of mind? 
Of theſe unhappy perſons we are apt to 
ſpeak with pity and tenderneſs here. Alas! 
of what uſe will that be to them at the bar 
of ſupreme juſtice hereafter * With all their 
{1ns upon their heads yet unpurged, unexpl- 
ated by due contrition, tainted with a crime 
of which they have cut themſelves off from 
all power of repenting, till repentance will 
be of no avail, to ruſh thus raſhly into the 
preſence of an avenging Judge—is that a 


thing to be ſpoken of without horror and de- 
teſtation ? 


Such queſtions, obvious to right reaſon, 
kowever unregarded by men of no religious 


E prin- 
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principle, Mrs, Meanwell accompanied with 
ſo moving and affectionate a tone of voice 
and geſture, that the moſt ſtupid of her 
bearers never failed to be ſenſibly ſtruck by 
them. Tears and bluſhes were, upon theſe 
occaſions, ſometimes ſeen upon faces that 
kad ſeldom ſhewn theſe ſigns of grace before. 


CHAP. 
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nA P. IX. 
Ciltiſh relapſes, —is reſtored, and married, 


1 youth and the natural ſtrength 
| of Suſan's conſtitution were flowly 
bringing on her recovery, though ſhe ſtill 
remained extremely languid and almoſt 
helpleſs, a ſecond ſhock threw her back 
again to death's door. Strict enquiries had 
been made after Robert, Lord Alton's foot- 
man, fince the day he fled, Above ſix weeks 
paſſed before tidings were brought that he 
had been ſeen going on board a ſmuggling 
veſſel bound from Suflex for the coaſt of 


France, that a violent ſtorm from the ſouth 


had, on the very evening before this account 1 
E 2 ar- 
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arrived, driven back the ſhip upon the rocks, 
againſt which it had ſplit to pieces, that all 
the crew periſned, and that among the dead 
bodies thrown aſhore by the waves the foot- 
man's was found, Mr. Goodchild, the 
faithful houſe- ſte ward of Lord Alton, had, 
upon this news, been diſpatched to the place 


to ſee the poor fellow's corpſe interred. The 


burial was hardly over, when among many 
trunks and caſks recovered from the wreck, 
a box, which the ſwelling tide had that in- 
ftant caſt upon the ſhore, was ſpied by an 
honeſt publican, at whoſe houſe Goodchild 
put up, and where the deceaſed had lodged 
ſome days before he went on board. The 
name of Robert Thriftleſs being inſcribed 
with nails upon the lid, and diſcovering i- 
to have belonged to the footman, the land- 
lord brought the box home, and delivered it 
to the ſteward, Goodchild, after rewarding 
the man for his honeſty, rode back with the 
box to his maſter's. Upon opening it be- 


tore 
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fore all the family, many things of value 
belonging to Lord and Lady Alton were 
found, which had long been miſled and 
ſought for in vain. The reſt of the contents 
were ſent to his father, a noted horſe jockey 


in the neighbourhood, 


This tragical account a new houſe-maid, 
lately hired to do the work of Suſan, raſhly 
ran up to tell her, Mrs, Meanwell who had 
juſt then been writing for Mrs. Truſty, 
being told this ſad ſtory, and well aware 
how the ſudden hearing it might affect Su- 
ſan, flew up ſtairs, and found her upon the 
floor, ſtruggling to all appearance in the 
agonies of death. She had fallen into a fit, 
out of which ſhe was not recovered but with 
the greateſt difficulty, It was ſo long and 
violent, and left her ſo very weak, that 
about two months paſſed before ſhe could 
again acquire the degree of ſtrength ſhe had 
juſt recovered, 
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Her amiable friend and never-failing 
comforter ſtill ſoothed, exhorted, and at 
length reſtored her mind to a juſt way cf 
thinking, and a due reſignation to the will 
of God. From the heart of Sally, that con- 
ſtantly glowed with a. lively ſenſe of the 
divine preſence and government of all events, 
ſuch natural ſentiments of pure devotion 
fowed, as found an eaſy way into the ſou} 
of Suſan, They approved themſelves thus 
entirely to the light of the girl's own under- 
ſanding, which was opening now to receive 
them with joy as from a heavenly inſtruc- 
treſs. With returning reaſon Coltiſh once 
more began to regain her ſtrength, and in a 
quicker progreſs than before. The fate of 
Robert, tho” it ſtill hung heavy on her heart, 
and renewed the ſharp ſtings of remorſe for 
her own paſt miſconduct, contributed in the 
main to calm it, by fixing her for the future, 
the more firmly in her preſent good reſolu- 
lutions. Her giddineſs and levity were gone 
for 
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for ever; and a ſettled air of ſeriouſneſs had 
ſucceeded in their place. The girl's come- 
lineſs returned, attended with a decency and 
regularity of conduct ſhe had never before 
exhibited, She became infinitely more engag- 
ing, if not hand ſomer than ever; inſomuch, 
that John Digweed, a reputable and wealthy 
farmer, of a hale conſtitution, though bor- 
dering upon threeſcore, a tenant of Lord 
Alton, became enamoured of her, He had 
heard a very favourable account of her ſtory, 
and was ſo ſtruck with it, and the ſight of 
her perion afterwards at church, that he 
made her a propoſal of marriage. The con- 
ſent of her parents, who were well known to- 
him, and. whoſe houſe he had conſtantly fre- 
quented on market-days, was previouſly ob- 
tained. Her own ſoon followed, and the 
knot was tied. The gratitude of Mrs, Dig- 
weed, who was really grown an excellent 
good creature, overflowed continually in the 
warmeſt commendation of the eminent vir- 
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tues of Mrs. Meanwell ; who had been the 
chief inſtrument of heaven, in exciting in 
her heart the firſt idea ſhe had ever conceived 
of true goodneſs. The full poſſeſſion it had 
now taken of her mind brought her bright 
model to be perpetually preſent to it, and 
preſerved her ever after from any return to 
vice or folly, 


CHAP, 
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HAF. X. 


Promotions at TYorthy Hall. A chearful ſcene 
at Meanwell farm. 


8 O ME months went ſmoothly over; at 
the end of which, ſeveral well-merited 


promotions took place at Worthy-Hall. 
Mr. Corkwell, the butler, about that time, 


found himſelf enabled, by an advantageous: 


propoſal, he had juſt received, to fulfil an 
engagement, into which he had entered with 
Mrs. Truſty. He had a brother, who had 
long carried on a profitable brewery. He 
was now a widower, childleſs, and very 
ftickly. Into this buſineſs, of which Cork- 
well had already ſome knowledge, this bro- 

E 5 ther 
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ther offered to introduce him, deſiring only 
to ſhare the profits, and management of it, 
for the firſt year, or till Corkwe}l ſhould ac- 
quire a more competent knowledge of it. 
The houſekeeper having conſented, upon 
the opening of any comfortable proſpect of 
this fort, to become Mrs. Corkwell, ac- 
quainted Lady Worthy, as the butler did 
Sir George, with their intentions. Tho' 
Joth to loſe two very good ſervants, they 
kindly wiſhed them joy, with generous ac- 
knowledgements, expreſſing a due appro- 
bation of their paſt ſervices. 


As this union was to take place without 
delay, Mrs. Truſty, upon going down from 
her miſtreſs, was bid to ſend up Sally, This 
fhe perform'd with a flutter, a ſmile, a tear, 
and a hearty embrace, of all which ſhe told 
her ſhe would quickly learn the meaning, 
Perplex'd with gueſſes, up went Sally, and 
heard, with agrecable ſurprize, the reſolu- 


tion 
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tion her lady had juſt taken, to raiſe her to. 
the ſtation Truſty. was going to quit, and 
the cook to the ſecond place in her ſervice, 
which was now occupied by her. By this 
regulation, the cook having before had un- 
der her a.good aſſiſtant, and kitchen-maid, 
they too gained each a ſtep, The four va- 
cancies were well ſupplied. The fifth only. 
remained of the female ſervants, or the low- 
eſt place in. the kitchen, and that was eaſily 
filled. To the butler's poſt a footman of 
well tried honeſty .and ſobriety ſucceeded, 
As a thouſand good offices had paſſed be- 
tween Truſty and Meanwell, they now ex- | 
changed as many. expreſſions of an affection- 

ate ſenſe, and aſſurances of preſerving a per- 

petual memory of them. 


A week only paſſed before the junction, 
and departure from Worthy-Hall of Mr. | 
and Mrs. Corkwell ; one day of which Sally IF 
was permitted to ſpend with her mother, 
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She had ſcarce embraced her, and received 
her bleſſing, with every token of mutual joy, 
when her impatience to ſpeak of her promo- 
tion was intercepted by Dame Meanwell, 
who ſaid, © ſhe had heard of it from a kind 
neighbour, the day before, together with an 
admirable account of the very high eſteem, 
in which her beloved child was held by eve- 
ry individual of the family,” At that in- 
ſtant, in came the meſſenger of the good 
news, whoſe ears it had firſt reached acci- 
dentally from Worthy-Hall. Who ſhould 
this be but her friend and convert Coltiſh, 


now Mrs, Digweed, The farm, it ſeems, 


which her huſband occupied, was that which 
uncle Teſty had formerly rented. The 
two neighbouring farmers had lived many 
years upon a ſociable and friendly footing. 
But to the mother of her guardian angel, 
Mrs. Digweed rejoiced in ſhewing every 
mark of reſpect and civility in her power, 


A molt cordial intercourſe had commenced 


bes 
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between them, to their great and mutual 


comfort and ſatisfaction. 


A ſcene of awkward, yet not unpleaſing 
perplexity now enſued between theſe three 
good creatures. © Oh, Sally, ſaid Dame 
Meanwell, I had almoſt forgot—There is a 
bank-note for the twenty pounds my good 
neighbour here had borrowed of you, and 
which ſhe begg'd me yeſterday to take the 
firſt opportunity of returning you.“ Bluſhes 
and ſmiles were exchanged in filence from 
the two young faces. At lafſt—* Not a 
quarter of this'—ſaid Sally pointing to the 
note“ I owe you more than twice as much, 
interrupted Suſan haſtily, which I ſhall 
ſtudy to repay with intereſt, and ſtil] be ever 
in your debt.“ How is this?“ cries Dame 
Meanwell. Can my daughter have more 
than forty pounds, beſides what I have of 
her's already!“ Oh! ſaid Mrs. Digweed, 
Lady Worthy is a very generous lady — 

But 
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But J muſt be gone, dear good folks, and 


leave you together, you have a million of 


pleaſing things to hear and tell each other.“ 
After embracing Sally with a glowing cheek, 


and whiſpering in her ear, © You will be 
ſilent, beſt of human beings, out ſhe flew. . 


Uncle Teſty, who with an. air of un-- 


wonted chearfulneſs, ſpread over his rough . 


and wrinkled countenance, had been wit- 
neſs of this laſt ſcene, caught Sally by the 


hand, and giving it a rude ſhake—< Thou 
art a good wench, I believe, Sall. But this 


young dame—o' my conſcience, an ſhe were 
a man, I ſhould fancy ſhe had been thy lov- 


yer, and all that—bepraiſing thee for ever 
like mad. Thy friend! quoth a—Never 
before did I hear of a girl's brain crack'd 
with friendſhip. But come, Mrs. Guardian 


Angel, and good Genius, and all that, ſit 


down, and take ſome bread and cheeſe, and 


cold bacon—T'1l go, and draw the heavenly 


being. 
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being a hearty can then giving her t' other 
ſhake— Faith and troth, though't I've not 
the knack at this ſame ſpeechifying, I am as 
glad to ſee thee, Sall, as if thou wert twenty 
fine ladies, and waiting-maids, and cheru- 
bims, and all that“ - Before he came back 
with the can, his niece had time to tell her 
daughter that all now went on very pleaſant- 
Iy— Her uncle's humour was changed much 
for the better—He had ſome time ago re- 
ceived good news of his ſon—By a ſtrict 
obedience, Hodge had highly recommended 
himſelf in his corps, and in reward of ſome 
action of uncommon bravery, had been made 
ſerjeant-major—Digweed and Teſty toſſed 
off their cans together a little too much, 
But they were always very good-humoured 
in their cups, and minded their buſineſs very 
notably. In comes the farmer with a double 
quart mug, and one of his carters at his 
heels, bearing a letter. Teſty ſnatches, and 
tears it open“ From Hodge, i'fackins—. 

Odſol 
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Odſo! Captain Roger Teſty! I proteſt— 
Why, niece, why Sall, my boy is made an 
officer, he tells me, a lieutenant of marines, 
by George! and is going on board a ſhip, 
to fight the French; and hopes to return 


home with abundance of prize- money, and 


all that Run, Dick - (to the carter) —Tell 
Maſter Digweed to come and drink health 
and ſucceſs to Hodge—no, I beg his pardon, 
Captain Roger Teſty'— Sally enjoyed the 
mirthful ſcene all the reſt of the day, with 
her mother and Mrs. Digweed, (who ſoon 
came with her huſband,) till the declining 
ſun obliged her to return to Worthy-Hall, 
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EHhnppy conformity of two different good cha- 
FActer's, 


1 3 H E new double office of houſekeeper 

and waiting-woman gave daily oppor- 
tunities to Sarah Meanwell to ſhew her gra- 
titude to Lady Worthy, and to confirm the 
good opinion ſhe had conceived of her abi- 
lities and temper, in both which reſpects ſhe 
was perpetually diſplaying ſome new excel- 
lency. In her affiſtant, Mrs. Steady, ſo the 
cook was now called, ſhe found a valuable 
friend, who, though of nearly double her 
age and experience, could look up to her, 


without the flighteſt touch of envy. Steady 
ET had 
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had the ſenſe to diſcern, the honeſty to own, 
and the generoſity to delight in thoſe ſupe- 
rior qualities in Mrs. Meanwell, and that 
Judgment beyond her years, which made her 
2 general bleſſing to the family, in the place 
Me filled. 


So exactly did ſhe conform to the model 
ſet her by her young aſſociate, (for Sally 
never allowed her to ſuſpect ſhe clain.'d the 
ſmalleſt degree of control or authority over 
her,) that in aſſuming. an attention to her 
own perſon. and figure now, which was leſs 
in her power before, her head-dreſs, gown, 
and every other article of her attire had the 
ſame elegant plainneſs, the ſame perfect 
neatneſs without a ſoil or ſpot. Nothing 
gay or flaunting, not the leaſt ornament un- 


befitting a ſervant was ever feen on Mean- 
well or Steady. Though thus reſembling 
each other in external appearance, the viſi- 
ble diſparity of years excepted, there was 2 

i dif- 
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difference in their diſpoſitions, from which, 
by their preſent mutual communication of 
thought, they both profited greatly, the 
younger being open- handed, the elder frugal, 
and each to a little exceſs, 


Sally had, indeed, from her firſt receipt of 
wages at Worthy-Hall, remitted one half 
of them conſtantly to her mother, to re- 
main with her as a neſt-egg, for immediate 
relief to her beloved parent, if her fituation 
with farmer Teſty ſhould grow diſagreeable, 
or he ſhould die, and leave her deſtitute. Of 
the remainder ſhe beſtowed but half upon 
herſelf, the reſt her compaſſionate diſpoſition 
commonly diſtributed among ſuch proper 
objects, as fell in her way. I have nothing 
for you, was never a phraſe with her, but 
when that was really the caſe. So that in- 


ſtead of the forty pounds her mother under- 


ſtood with wonder that ſhe was ſaid to have 
faved, every quarterly payment generally 
found 
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found the good girl with empty pockets : 
For the ſum, which had been taken, in the 
firſt purſe, that ſhe had ever learned to knit, 
was the produce of her former induſtry ; and 
Suſan's twenty pound note, in payment of 


it, ſhe had refuſed taking out of the hands of 
ner mother. 


But Mrs. Steady, though turned of forty, 


ſtill kept matrimony and future children in 
her eye, and ſtuck to her old habit of ſaving 
for them, for ſhe had no parent or poor re- 
lation to be concerned about. Againſt beg- 


gars of every denomination ſhe had a rooted 


prejudice, Liberality to them, ſhe ſaid, was 
no charity, but ill-judging pity, that en- 
courages idleneſs and impoſture. This ſhe 


ſpoke from conviction and principle, 


grounded upon ſound ſenſe, and due reflec- 
tion. | 


Ix 
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In one point ſhe perfect! eſembled 
Mrs. Meanwell, that whatever 24, 
one might always depend upon it, s the 
very thing ſhe thought, But her words 
were few, her manner dry, and not engag- 
ing on a firſt acquaintance. Never for 
their own ſakes, or for any body elſe, would 
either of them do or ſay a thing ſhe did not 
believe to be right or true: But truth in 
the one wore its milder, in the other its 
ſeverer aſpect. In honeſty and fidelity to 
the intercſt of their maſter and miſtreſs they 
both roſe to equal credit. They never, 
in the ſmalleſt circumſtance, betrayed any 


conſidence and truſt, 


Sally's diſcretion in that reſpect was in- 
deed remarkable beyond her years. Though 
naturally of a frank and open diſpoſition, 


the had been trained, from her childhood, 


dy her mother, and the ſchool-miſtreſs, in 
the 
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M 


the habit of reſerve with reſpect to the ſe- 
crets of others, In Steady ſhe ſaw the ex- 
ample of due caution, in regard to her 25 
Own, | 
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CHAP. XII. 


character is introduced, exactly correſpondent 
to Sally's, of the other ſex. 


R S. Meanwell had been about two 


Worthy-Hall, when Lord Alton arrived 
there upon a viſit to his nephew, Almoſt 
all that time he had lived in London, the 
death of his lady having rendered his re- 
ſidence at the country-ſeat no longer agre- 
able to him. He came attended only by his 
Valet de chambre, and Mr, Goodchild, who 
had been appointed, but the day before, the 
ſteward of his lordſhip's landed eſtates, but 
who had diſcharged, for ſome time paſt, the 

office 


years in her place of houſekeeper at 


a * 
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office of his ſecretary, and domeſtic ſtew- 
ard, 


 Meanwell and Steady were always handy, 
and exact in ſeeing that every thing was in 
proper order, for the reception of an acci- 
dental gueſt: So that never was the leaſt 
confuſion or. harry to be feen, upon the ar- 
rival of a ftranger, The viſits of Sir 
George and his lady to his lordſhip's ſeat 
had been diſcontinued from the death of Lady 
Alton, Once or twice only Sally had at- 
tended her miſtreſs thither, juſt upon her- 


entrance into her new offices, The perſon, 


therefore, and character of the ſteward were 
not entirely new to her. By the circum- 
ſtances of the life and conduct of John 
Goodchild, of which a particular account 
ſhall be given in the five ſucceeding chap- 
ters, it will appear how perfectly the diſpo- 
ſition of this excellent young man agreed 
with that of Sally Meanwell. The out- 

line 
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line of their future deſtiny might properly 
be ſaid to have been traced by the hand of 
nature, at their very firſt meeting. The 
ſame diſtinguiſhed abilities and punctuality 
in fulfilling their duty in ſtations ſomewhat 
ſimilar, a conformity in age, in which he 
exceeded her about four years only, the ſame 
engaging deportment, the ſame beauty, and 
ſtriking elegance of perſon, made it impoſ- 
ſible: for them not to conceive a certain like- 
ing for each other, from their firſt acquain- 
tance, But this liking, though accompa- 
nied with eſteem for his character, had made 
comparatively but little impreſſion in the 
heart of Sally, during their ſhort interviews 
at Lord Alton's. In Goodchild's the effect 
was much ſtronger. To his paſſionate ad- 
miration of the amiable qualities of her 
mind and perſon, his reaſon and reflection 
edded an entire approbation of her, as a moſt 
deſirable partner in all the cares and com- 
forts of his future life, whenever a proſpect 


F. ſhould 
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office of his ſecretary, and domeſtic ſtew- 
ard, 


Meanwell and Steady were always handy, 
and exact in ſeeing that every thing was in 
proper order, for the reception of an acci- 
dental gueſt: So that never was the leaſt 
confuſion or harry to be fetn,- upon the ar- 
rival of a ftranger, The viſits of Sir 
George and his lady to his lordſhip's ſeat 
had been diſcontinued from the death of Lady 
Alton, Once or twice only Sally had at- 
tended her miſtreſs thither, juſt upon her- 
entrance into her new offices. The perſon, 
therefore, and character of the ſteward were 
not entirely new to her. By the circum- 
ſtances of the life and conduct of John 
Goodchild, of which a particular account 
ſhall be given in the five ſucceeding chap- 
ters, it will appear how perfectly the difpo- 
ſition of this excellent young man agreed 
with that of Sally Meanwell. The out- 

line 
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line of their future deſtiny might properly 
be ſaid to have been traced by the hand of 
nature, at their very firſt meeting. The 
ſame diſtinguiſhed abilities and punctuality 
in fulfilling their duty in ſtations ſomewhat 
ſimilar, a conformity in age, in which he 
exceeded her about four years only, the ſame 
engaging deportment, the ſame beauty, and 
ſtriking elegance of perſon, made it impoſ- 
ſible: for them not to conceive a certain like- 
ing for each other, from their firſt acquain- 
tance, But this liking, though accompa- 
nied with eſteem for his character, had made 
comparatively but little impreſſion in the 
heart of Sally, during their ſhort interviews 


at Lord Alton's. In Goodchild's the effect 


was much ſtronger. To his paſſionate ad- 
miration of the amiable qualities of her 
mind and perſon, his reaſon and reflection 
edded an entire approbation of her, as a moſt 
defirable partner in all the cares and com- 

forts of his future life, whenever a proſpect 

F ſhould 
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ſhould be opened to him, of a ſufficient pro- 
viſion to maintain a wife. The occaſion of 
this viſit of Lord Alton to his nephew af- 
forded ſuch a proſpect. His lordſhip's land- 
ſteward, who was alſo Sir George Worthy's, 
and who likewiſe received the rents, and 
ſuperintended the eſtate of Mr. Powel, an 
opulent gentleman, whoſe property lay con- 
tiguous to both theirs, had been lately diſ- 
miſſed, with infamy, by the laſt- mentioned. 
That gentleman had juſt given information 
to his noble neighbour of this diſmiſſion, 
upon the diſcovery of certain ſhuffling tricks, 
which he had long carried on unſuſpected. 
This had now induced Lord Alton likewiſe 


to diſcard the detected knave, 


His lordſhip had raiſed his tried and faith- 
ful ſecretary to that poſt, and was come to 
recommend him to his nephew for the ſame 
employment, With their neighbour, Mr. 


Powel, who had been the firſt in detecting 
2 the 
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the fraud of the former ſteward, he had al- 
ready ſucceeded, Goodchild was approved, 
and admitted to the ſuperintendance of the 
ſecond eſtate; and was now, without diffi- 
culty, engaged at Worthy-Hall to the ma- 
nagementof the third. This preferment, in- 
ſtead of turning the head of this good young 
man, or inciting him to raiſe it to higher 
views, fixed his mind the more ſteadily to 
its moſt deſirable object. 


F 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP, XIII. 


A fhetch of the life and character of John 
Goodchild. 


J OSEPH, the father of John Good- 

child, was an out-penſtoner of Chelſea 
College. He had diſtinguiſhed himſelf, not 
leſs by his bravery, at the fiege of the Ha- 
vannah, in the repulſe, that was made, un- 


der the Moro caſtle, of an attack upon our 
entrenchments, than by his humanity, in 
taking priſoner, and ſaving at the ſame time 
the life of a Spaniſh officer, in doing which 
| he had received a wound in his left arm, 


which diſabled him in ſome degree from the 
uſe of it, and obliged him to quit the mili- 
tary 
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tary ſervice of his country. He had been 
taught in his youth to write a good hand, 
and had a ſufficient knowledge of accompts, 
to teach them, as far as is requiſite for the 
common occaſions of life. He ſettled, at 
his return to England, at a ſmall country 
town, where he had formerly been agree- 
ably quartered, There he ſet up a day- 


ſchool, and married a ſenſible woman, who 


had, lived many years, as nurſery maid, in 
the well regulated family of the worthy rec- 
tor of the pariſh. She proved an excellent 
aſſiſtant to Joſeph, in teaching his ſcholars 
of both ſexes to read. But the girls ſhe 
likewiſe inſtructed in the uſe of the needle, 


at which ſhe was accounted: a neat and ſkil- 
ful work-woman, 


Their only ſon, John, who was a fine 
hopeful boy, diſcovered, at. an earlier age 
than moſt, children, are able to be taught any 
thing, the moſt, pleaſing marks of a good 

53 memory 
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memory, and great quickneſs of apprehen- 
ſion. He diſplayed, in his childhood, every 
token of an excellent diſpoſition. His tem- 
per, as he grew up, though naturally very 
gentle and tractable, exhibited, upon proper 
occaſions, the ſame ſpirit, courage, and high 
ſenſe of honour, that were ſeen in his brave 
and honeft Father. The franknefs and 
truth, which appeared, at all times, in his 
open countenance, whether mild, or ani- 
mated, evidently proceeded from an inborn 
averſion for all arts of deceit and cunning. 
Yet he obtained, from a conſtant habit of 
enquiry, and eager purſuit of new inſtruc- 
tion, fuch a keenneſs of penetration, as 


made it very difficult for any one to impoſe 


upon him. He was the general favourite 
of all his ſchool-fellows, whoſe good quali- 
ties at all reſembled his own: and by the 
example he ſet them of unwearied diligence 
in learning, he not only gained great credit 


to the ſchool, but he grew in time the occa- 
— ſion 
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ſion of his father's progreſs in new bran- 
ches of knowledge. Joſeph, now, for the 
benefit of his ſon, added to his former ſmat- 
tering in arithmetic ſome acquaintance 
with the mathematics, as far at leaſt as be- 
longed to land-ſurveying, which he found 
a pleaſing and ſoon a profitable ſtudy. Be- 
ing frequently employed, when diſputes a- 
roſe about the dimenſions of a piece of 
ground, he acquired, and taught his fon 
with eaſe, a ready method of determining 
the point with exactneſs: and for all the 
landed gentry round, he drew, with neat- 


neſs and accuraty, maps and plans of their 
eſtates. 


When the lad had paſſed his fourteenth 
year, the clergyman, in whoſe family his 
mother had lived, with great credit, in the 
charge of ſeveral children, called forth John 
to employments, which became the ſource 
of his future advancement in life. Dr, 

51 3 F 4 Wiſe, 
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Wiſe, this good rector, had now introduced 
his ſons, with fair proſpects, into the world, 
and ſeen his daughters well married. As 
age began to enfeeble his ſight, he was in 
want of younger eyes, to relieve his own 
in reading, in writing occaſionally, and 
keeping his family accompts. The good 
qualities and proficiency of little John had 
not eſcaped his notice. He had often encou- 
raged, and rewarded his diligence with 
marks of approbation, in books adapted to 


his years, and progreſs in knowledge. He 
had obſerved, that inſtead of waſting his 


time with idle boys on holidays, and when 
the church was over on a Sunday, his chief 
delight was in reading thoſe books, about 
which he would ſometimes examine him: 
and Joſeph had ſhewn him ſome collections, 
which his boy had made with great care, 


of what he could recolle& of the ſermons 


he had juſt heard, written in a fair hand, in 
a book he had given him for that purpoſe. 
Natu- 
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Naturally pleaſed, in conſequence of the 
favourable opinion every man has of his 
own productions, (from the illuſtrious 
preaching Archbiſhop in Gil Blas, down to 
the humble writers of a few Jeaves, for the 
uſe of the children of poor people,) with 
what he could not but regard as a mark of 
true judgment in John, Dr. Wiſe was glad 
to engage ſo good, ſo ſenſible and jhdicious a 
lad for the ſervices abovementioned. 


The doctor was a very active juſtice of 
peace, and tranſacted of courſe much buſi» 
neſs of public importance. He had ſoon oc- 
caſion for a clerk, having at length diſ- 
charged one, who had ſerved him in that 
capacity for ſome years with ſufficient ſkill, 
but whom he had found unfaithful to the 
truſt, He began therefore, upon trial of 
Jobn's abilities, to think of training him 
up for the office. He made him acquainted, 
by degrees, with every neceſſary circum- 

8 F 5 ſtance 
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{tance relating to it: he employed him oc- 
caſionally in conſulting and reading various 
law-books. The youth paid a diligent at- 
tention to his maſter's inſtructions, with 
great improvement to himſelf in every re- 
ſpect. He made eſpecially conſiderable ad- 
vances in law-learning, for which the daily 
application of it, in the great variety of bu- 
fineſs, about which his maſter was confulted, 
and his own clear diſcernment peculiarly 
qualified him. He ſucceeded the better in 
the acquiſition of ſuch uſeful knowledge, by 
his being ſeldom diverted from it to any 
other purſuit, eſpecially by his maſter's in- 


ſtructing him how to turn it to account in 


real life. It was no ſmall advantage to John, 
that his mind was not confuſed by all the 
flaſhy ſtuff, that only ſerves to ſwell the ya- 
nity, and render impertinent and ridiculous 


the natural dulneſs of an academical block- - 


head, who has only gleaned the refuſe of 
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what is too often improperly called a learned 
education. 


When, upon giving repeated proof of his 
laudable proficiency, he ſucceeded ſoon after 
to the office of clerk to fo very vigilant a 
member of the quorum, he redoubled his 
diligence to diſcharge it, with credit to him- 
{elf and his worthy employer. A vaſt en- 
creaſe of buſineſs of this ſort was continual - 
ly crowding upon the hands of this truly 
reverend magiſtrate, So highly was his 
judgment prized, throughout all the coun- 
try, that to him they flocked in all diſputes; 
and by no man were they ever ſo happily, 
or expeditiouſly terminated, as b y Dr. Wiſe, 
to the frequent diſappointment of attornies 
and pettifoggers. 


During ſeven years John Goodchild had 
executed his part of all this buſineſs, with 
ſtill encreaſing credit, under ſo excellent a 


maſter, 
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maſter, when a fatal ſtroke of the dead palſy 
ſuddenly deprived the country of that watch- 
ful guardian, but merciful aſſertor of its 
wholeſome laws, the pariſh of their moſt 
beloved and reſpected guide, and young John 
of an invaluable friend and patron, Not a 
dry eye was ſeen at the funeral of this good 
man, which was attended, with every token 
of deep concern, by all the neighbouring 
gentry, and by every individual of both 
ſexes, and all ages, among his pariſhioners, 
A legacy of twenty pounds, bequeathed in 
his will to John, the dutiful youth put into 
the hands of his parents, as he had always 
regularly done two thirds of the wages li- 


berally allowed him by his reverend bene» 
factor. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Is engaged firſt as ſecretary, then as houſe-/tew « 
ard to Lord Alton, 


* Goodchild had ſincerely joined 


the public lamentation for the death 
of Dr, Wiſe. But his private regret, in ſo 


general a loſs, was ſuch as did peculiar ho- 


nour to his virtuous diſpoſition. Many 


were the tears he ſhed in ſecret for the de- 
parture of the generous inſtructor, who had 
taken ſuch pleaſure in forming his mind ta 
ſome conformity with his own, in every 
kind of real worth. He lamented alſo his 
deprivation of an employment, which gave 
him great infight into the buſineſs and 

buſtle 
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buſtle of human life. But his abilities na- 
tural and acquired being now well known, 
and deſervedly eſteemed, did not fuffer him 
to remain long without employment. A 
meſſage from Alton-Court ſummoned him 
to an office of equal importance, and greater 
advantage. 'The noble proprietor of that 
ſplendid ſeat had highly reſpected, and lived 
in great friendſhip with his late patron, and 
was conſequently no ſtranger to John's qua- 
| lifications and merit. He was glad now to 
engage him, at a very high ſalary, for the 
poſt of his private ſecretary. 


This employment introduced him of 
courſe into much converſation with Lord 
Alton, a nobleman of the rare ſterling an- 
cient ſtamp, who wanted no luſtre of pedi- 
gree, to render him one of the higheſt orna- 
ments of his elevated rank. "This muchere- 
ſpected peer, and moſt truly oreat man, 
whoſe judgment and keenneſs of diſcern— 


ment 
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ment were equal to his beneficence, was 
agreeably ſurptized to find the young man's 
accompliſhments greatly to ſurpaſs thoſe of 
the perſon whom he had ſucceeded in his 
preſent ſtation, and who had been boaſtfully 
recommended to him from one of our fa- 
mous univerſities, as a man of diſtinguiſhed 
learning and talents; who indeed had 
abundance of conceit, and a proportional 
deficiency of common ſenſe. John's very un- 
common good ſenſe was always tempered with 
modeſty, Though his anſwers, when fpoken 
to, were remarkably direct and clear, he was 
no leſs reſpectful in his manner of deliver- 
ing his opinion, when any thing happened 
to be referred to it by his lordſhip. Per- 
fectly free from the ſlighteſt taint of affecta- 
tion, or falſe pretence, there was ſuch an 
exact propriety in the whole tenor of his 
behaviour, that it is no wonder he recom- 
mended himſelf daily more and more to the 
eſteem of ſo good a judge of men and man- 

ners. 
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ners. His general civility to all, and ob- 
liging deportment, even to the loweſt do- 
meſtic, obtained him the good will, and 
unfeigned regard of all the inferior ſervants 
of the family. To this (as we have before 
obſerved, with reſpect to the power of beau- 
ty, recommended with modeſty in the other 
ſex,) the youth's exceedingly gentee], yet 
manly figure, might a little contribute, 
His father, though it lay out of his way to 
teach him the minute ſtep, had taken great 
pleaſure in forming the motions of his 
body to all the graceful attitudes of a ſoldi- 
er: And this habit appeared now, when he 
had paſſed his one and twentieth year, to 
have added a certain natural] air of dignity, 
as well as eaſe and elegance to his tall and 
comely perſon. | 


Mr. Mac Haught alone, the houſe-ſtew- 
ard, who aſſumed the ſtate of a great man, 
though in a manner directly the reverſe of 

his 
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his maſter, regarded John with no favour- 
able aſpect. This lofty perſonage preſided 
at the ſecond table, and expected at leaſt as 
much deference as his lordſhip from all the 
ſervants of the family, whom he treated with 
the groſſeſt indignities, if they ever appeared 
to ſlight in the leaſt his extravagantly arro- 
gant claims, at which they had long mur- 
mured in ſecret, At the firſt appearance of 
a new favourite, he betrayed his diſguſt and 
jealouſy, which now flamed out in frequent 
marks of indignation and diſdain, at the ge- 
neral partiality in favour of Goodchild, It 
was a great mortification to him, the imme- 
diate vice- roy, to ſee a groom or a footman 
ready to ſerve a petty clerk, with almoſt equal 
attention and reſpect, and vifibly with great- 
er pleaſure, than he ſerved him, the deputy 
lord of Alton-Court. But a. cauſe of ſtill 
fiercer diſpleaſure was the degree of confi- 
dence and eſteem, to which this ignificant 
upſtart, this whifling quill-driver, whole life 

had 
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had not attained as yet to half the number 
of his years, was manifeſtly riſing with their 
common ſovereign, He had, for many 
months, diſſembling his vexation, kept a jea- 
lous watch upon all Goodchild's motions, 
and tried in vain a thouſand ſubtile ſtrata- 
gems to undermine him in his lordſhip's fa- 
vour, without ſuſpecting that John ſaw 
plainly through them all, and inwardly deſ- 
piſed them, though he ſtill treated Mac 
Haught with all the outward reſpect, he 
claimed from his years, and ſuperior ſta- 
tion, 


But what was of Rill greater conſequence 
to Goodchild, their benign, but obſervant 
Lord-paramount, who had often laughed in 
ſecret at the ridiculous demeanour of the 
Baſhaw, ſo oppoſite to his own, which this 
mock-lordling always aſſumed towards all 
the inferior vaſſals, was now equally aware 


of his envy and ſpite againſt his ſecretary, 
and 
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and waited with attentive expectation to ſee 
what lengths he meant to carry them, 
Goodchild had often ſmiled in ſilence at 
many an inſulting ſpeech, which Mac- 
Haught had made to him, without the 
Nighteſt provocation given, or anſwer re- 
turned, on his part, though inwardly re- 
ſolved to cruſh his arrogance effectually, if 
it ſhould become no longer tolerable. Con- 
tent to ſee all who were preſent, expreſſing 
in their looks a tacit reſentment of his un- 
accountable ill-treatment, which he always 
appeared himſelf to think utterly unworthy 
of notice, the ſlighted clerk enjoyed an eaſy 
triumph over the incenſed Lord-deputy, by 
a moſt provoking look of gentle pity, which 
in Goodchild was rea], and not affected. The 
ſtrange mortal's pride, exaſperated to mad- 

neſs, by this calm indifference, broke forth 
at length into a ſtorm of clamorous abuſe. 


Loud indeed was his rage, eſpecially when 
his impetuous expreſſion of it, in a broad 
| | northern 
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northern dialect, threatening immediate diſ- 
miſſion to all the ſervants of the family, 
forced at length a laugh from Goodchild, 
which was echoed firſt from fide to fide of 
the hall, where thirty ſervants were afſem- 
bled, and witneſſes of the ſtrange ſcene, till 
all joining at once in chorus, the thunder- 
ing peal ſhook the whole manſion, and 
called down Lady Alton firſt, and immedi- 
ately after his Lordſhip, who was already 
apprized of his ſteward's frenzy, With his 
uſual condeſcenfion—* Let me partake of 
your mirth, good - folks, ſaid the amiable 
peer, who was no implicit admirer of Lord 
Cheſterfield, nor had any averſion to a 
hearty laugh, upon a proper occaſion. But 
at the inſtant, as he glanced his eye upon 
the humorous expreſſion of the ſeveral riſi- 
ble faces in the circle, (reſtrained indeed, 
for the preſent, in reſpect to their lord and 
lady,) the ſympathetic muſcles of his own 
placid: countenance at once expanded. An 
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involuntary laugh, he could no longer ſtifle, 


burſting forth, the full chorus again ſtruck 
up, and with redoubled ſtrength. It had 


laſted near a minute, ſometimes ſinking 


lower, then riſing higher and louder'than 
before, when the imperious Steward roared 


out—ſilence ;—=-his obſequious Lord firſt 


ſhewed the example of obedience, ' bowing 
with great "gravity, The whole aſſembly 
ſtood mute. How have I deſerved this 
treatment? Is it for your amuſement only, 
they preſume to uſe me thus, my lord?“ 
ſaid Mac Haught, advancing with the air of 
an enraged tarkey-cock.—* That you ſhall 
know this moment,” faid Lord Alton, with 
great coolneſs, reſuming his proper dignity, 
and ſeating himſelf and his lady in two 
Chairs of ſtate at the upper end of the hall. 
Now, Sir, (majeſtically to Mac Haught) 
and you, Sir, (with a ſmile to Good- 


child) keep filence both, I charge you. I 


ſhall 
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involuntary laugh, he could no longer ſtifle, 
burſting forth, the full chorus again ſtruck 
up, and with redoubled ſtrength. It had 
laſted near a minute, ſometimes finking 
lower, then riſing higher and louder than 
before, when the imperious Steward roared 
out—ſilence ;—-his obſequious Lord firſt 
ſhewed the example of obedience, bowing 
with great gravity. The whole aſſembly 
{ſtood mute How have I deſerved this 
treatment? Is it for your amuſement only, 
they preſume to uſe me thus, my lord?“ — 
ſaid Mac Haught, advancing with the air 0i 
an enraged turkey-cock. + That you ſhall 
know this moment, ſaid Lord Alton, with 
great coolneſs, reſuming his proper dignity, 
and feating himſelf and his lady in two 
chairs of ſtate at the upper end of the hall, 
Now, Sir, (majeſtically to Mac Haught) 
and you, Sir, (with a ſmile to Good- 
child )—keep ſilence both, I charge you. I 


(hall 
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ſhall try and decide upon your reſpective 
merits and demerits, by the evidence of all 
preſent from the loweſt, ſtable-boy and 
ſcullion, who were firſt interrogated, and ſo 
upwards, to the valet de chambre, and but- 
ler, one by one, the voices ran pretty much 
alike in the main, all expreſſive of diſlike, 
in ſome degree, of the ſteward, in compari- 
ſon at leaſt of the opinion they gave of the 
ſecretary, in the warmeſt commendation of 
whom they all unanimouſly concurred, 
Mac Haught, tho” ſomewhat creſt-fallen, 
diſdained to wait the ſentence of the court, 
or ſpeak one word in reply to the evidence, 
but advancing, with neck unbent, toward 
the judge, declared his defire inſtantly to 
reſign, or rather to throw up his office, It 
were needleſs to deſcribe the general ſatis- 
faction, which overſpread all faces, at this 


reſignation, or downfall of pride and arro- 


gance; or to add that it was greatly height- 
£1 ened, 
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ened, when Lord Alton riſing, told Mac- 
Haught, he took very kindly the opportu- 
nity, it now afforded him, of conferring the 
poſt of ſteward of his houſehold on ſuperior 
and modeſt merit, 
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Singular excellency of that Nobleman. 


T* E office of private ſecretary being 


very compatible with that of houſe- 
ſteward, Lord Alton was delighted to find 


them both more completely filled than ever, 
by one perſon. The additional truſt repoſed 
in Goodchild, for the diſcharge of theſe re- 
ſpective offices, led him of courſe into a 
cloſer connection with his lordſhip, and a 
more thorough inſight into his private con- 
cerns. And great indeed was the ſatisfac- 
tion they both felt upon a more intimate 
and familiar acquaintance with each other. 
Every qualification, required for the ſtew- 

| ardſhip, 


SARAH MEANWE LI. 121 


ardſhip was far more eminently diſplayed in 
modeſt John, than in the conceited cox- 
comb who had thrown himſelf out of it, 

His method of keeping the account of 
houſehold expences, was particularly neat, 
and always exact. His lord loved regulari- 
ty, and did not diſdain to look into his own 
affairs. This enabled him, with great judge 
ment, and without injuring his circum— 
{tances, to do many more acts of generoſity 
and charity, than would eaſily be credited, 
in this age of univerſal diſſipation, and 
thoughtleſs extravagance. It was therefore 
a great recommendation of Goodchild, that 
in the examination of his accompts from 
time to time his maſter had no trouble at all, 
but always found much pleaſure in ſeeing 
them perfectly clear and diſt inct. 


In diſcharge of his duty as confidential 
ſecretary to Lord Alton, Goodchild had 
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been admitted to ſome knowledge of a pecu- 


liar excellency of his moſt noble maſter, 
which muſt now be diſcloſed to the reader's 
notice, though that incomparably great man 
ſtudies always to conceal it from the public 
eye. Some hundreds of neceſſitous trades- 
men, artificers, farmers, and labourers, are 
by this nobleman relieved with loans of ſmall 
and great ſums, without intereſt, but with a 
written promiſe of repayment at a ſtipulated 
time. If by redoubling their induſtry they 
enable themſelves to fulfil their obligations 
with punctuality, he will ſometimes, for 


their farther encouragement, conſent to leave | 
the ſum {till in their hands, for a more diſ- 


tant term, after examining and conſidering : 
well their plans for improving it to the beſt | 
advantage for themſelves. It is this ſtrict : 
regard to the proſpects, character, and con- 5 
duct of the perſons benefited by his liberali- 
ty, that renders it moſt peculiarly uſeful and 
meritorious, If he finds them grown more 

dex- 
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dextrous, and likely to better their circum- 
ſtances conſiderably by purſuing ſome rea- 
ſonable plan, which approves itſelf to his 
good opinion, or the approbation of perſons, 
whoſe judgment he eſteems better than his 
own in ſuch matters, he will readily double 
or treble the loan. Not leſs than forty 
thouſand pounds of this nobleman's proper- 
ty is thus continually kept afloat, at a higher 
intereſt than the moſt productive commerce 
ever afforded, the ineſtimable ſatisfaction of 
knowing that by the ſame act he 1s perpetu- 
ally improving the morals and circumſtances 


of the perſons relieved *, 
G 2 It 


* It muſt here be noted, that the mode of beneſi- 
cence which diflinguiſhes this excellent peer, is ſimilar 
to that which was practiſed half a century ago, upon a 
imaller ſcale, in Dublin, by the incomparable Dean 
Swift, whoſe character, in that point of view, which 


nad been ſtrangely miſconceived by a writer, eminent 


in other reſpects for his learning, virtue, and religion, 
has been completely vindicated by the ingenious Mr, 
Thomas Sheridan, | 


2 
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It now became the province of Mr. Good- 
child, from time to time, to take an exact 
ſcrutiny how theſe objects of his lord's judi- 
cious and fingular bounty went on, in ob- 
ſerving their ſeveral engagements, and re- 
port accordingly, how far they uſed, with 
induſtry, the beſt methods preſcribed to help 
themſelves out of their difficulties. The 
accompt he was required to keep of this 
mode of charity, and its correſpondent ef- 
fects, as a ſpur to the induſtrious, and a re- 
lief to the diſtreſſed, was a little perplexing : 
yet he kept them conſtantly in ſuch regular 
order, that no perplcxity ever appeared : but 
in due proſecution of his maſter's plan, and 
for the benefit of the debtors themſelves, 
( whom he treated with ſuch civility, as they 
had never received from Mac Haught,) 
he found it ftill expedient frequently to re- 
commend, and ſometimes rigorouſly to re- 
quire from the indolent and tardy, a greater 


degree of punctuality, 


CHAP. 
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S 
Bravery of Gobdciid. 


& 8 HE liberality of Lord Alton was not 

extended to thoſe only who made a 
direct and perſonal application to it; the 
exact particulars of whoſe caſe he always 
inquired into very minutely ; and if he 
found their account of it not ſtrictly con- 
formable to truth, he diſmiſſed them with a 
Darp rebuke, and occaſionally puniſhed 
their attempts at impoſition with great ſeve- 
rity, But the moſt highly commendable 
exertion of his beneficence, and in which 
his example is molt rarely followed, was his 


often ſeeking in ſecret, and at no ſmall 


G 3 


riſque 
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riſque and trouble to himſelf, an ocular 
proof of the real circumſtances of diſtreſs, 


which he meant to relieve, 


It was upon an occaſion of this ſort, that, 
paſſing through a blind alley, in which, ac- 
companied with Goodchild, he had been 
viſiting, and had ſaved from periſhing, the 
numerous family of an unfortunate tradeſ- 
man, that long had languiſhed in the extre- 
mity of mifery, they were ſuddenly attacked 
dy three ſtout ruffians, One of them level- 
led a deadly blow with a bludgeon at Lord 
Alton's head. John interpoſing, caught 
the ſtroke upon his left ſhoulder, which 
jt bruiſed very ſorely, and diſabled him, for 
fome weeks after, from the uſe of that arm. 
At the ſame inſtant, having tripped up the 
robber's heels, and ſeized his weapon, he 
ſaw the two other cut-throats ruſh upon hi 


maſter, and one of them pinioning his arms 
behind 


0 
. 

* 

d 

* . 

- 
+ 
„ 
i 
' 
* 
* * 
5 2 
| 
0 2 
2 W 
* * * . 3 ac 
I ** — * * 2 4 TY 4 EEE 
2 Is 0 n 3 A" 
225 8 WR 4 . ” e Pl 5 3 
F N * F Fd 3 
ö XR ARC 


„ IR N * * 
* - * wy * A A ä 
24 | n „ os i ot EN e 
n * = r 5 * W . 
ene * ny, Oy: - - 


——y— — 


e A 5 5 ny oy = i D 
W fn 1 "oe. = > = 


"IN 


. 


nn 
2 
* 


DB 
— y 


- oo 4 


-> 


_ 
a — 2 
. 
2 


FRET 

—— — e- 
—— TEEN 
ELLIS 


n 
TTL, 
ISS 


n_——_ 


991: 47 | 


—— 
PEST. 


ry i | 1 1 


EE 


- 
3 
— — 
„ „ 


— — 
——ů 
3 


„ „„ 


——— — 
— 

7: 

250. TAR 


. — 


4114 


— * 
- G 
—_—_—_— 


— 
22225 


— — 
77142275 
2 
P E 
2 
TL) 
- 
8 


- 
* 
- 
7 


* 
9 
275 


* N 
COTE Rd 2 


. 
. - 
— 
— —— 
„ 
- „ 
©, -8 
— 
. 


RAY) 


o 9 
- 
* * . 
A's o 


== 
—— — 
— 5 . 
—— 2 — - 
- 22227227 
„„ 
: - Cong 


——- 
= 
-- 


* . © * 
—— 22 „„ „„ 


1 
— 
* 
. 


Or. 
SID 


Vi 


5 
VA 


| 
11 


2 — 


SARAH MEANWELL, 127 


behind him, while the other held a long 
knife to his breaſt, preparing to ſtab and 
rifle him. The uplifted arm of the aſſaſſin 
received ſo furious a ſtroke from Goodchild, 
that it dropped motionleſs, and deſperately 
fractured juſt above the elbow, and with it 
dropped the inſtrument of murder. The 
next moment as the firſt aſſailant, who had 
recovered his legs, together with the other 
villain, was advancing again to the aſſault, 
the latter diſcharged a piſtol, the ball of 
which grazed lightly upon the cheek of 
John, and took off the tip of his left ear, 
but was by him ſaluted with a blow, ſo well 
aimed at his right temple, that it levelled 


him ſenſeleſs to the ground, The other 
fed. 


Of the chree aſſaſſins two were inſtantly 
fecured. The third alſo ſtumbling in his 


|. flight againſt a poſt, was ſeized by a watch- 
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man, who with two more came runnihg, 
alarmed at the noiſe of the piſtol, The 
ruffians thus taken into cuſtody, were of 
courſe brought to their trial, condemned, 
and executed. 
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CH A FP. XVII. 
His farther Advancement. 


FROM this time Lord Alton kept his 

high obligation to Goodchild perpetual- 
ly in mind. He reſpected his brave deli- 
verer as a friend; and was determined to 
ſeek the beſt means of raiſing him above the 
condition of a ſervant; however he might 
regret the irreparable loſs he ſhould himſelf 
fuſtain by it. The deſired opportunity of 


promoting him, which ſoon after preſented 


itſelf, made that regret the lighter, as it ſtil] 


kept up a cloſe connection between them. 


At 'the return, which his lordſhip had 
lately made to his former favourite reſidence 


G5 | at 
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at Alton-Court, (from the enjoyment of 
which he had utterly eſtranged himſelf, after 
death had there deprived him of his tender- 
ly beloved and moſt accompliſhed lady,) he 
received, upon his arrival, a viſit from Mr. 
Powel. This gentleman, his neighbour 
and intimate friend, had juſt made the lucky 
diſcovery, which has before been hinted, of 
the deceitful tricks of Counſellor Coolcratt, 
the Iand-ſteward whom Lord Alton, Sir 
George Worthy, and himſelf employed ; 
and was come to communicate to his lord— 
ſhip the ſtep he had taken of diſcarding the 
wretch with infamy, upon his detection. 


This deſpicable reptile had been regular- 
ly educated for the profeſſion of a lawyer, at 
Cambridge and Lincoln's Inn. Having 
little employment as chamber-counſel, and 
leſs talents for the buſineſs of the bar, 
(where his character had been fomewhat 


blown upon, for a dark tranſaction, which 
had 
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had been too lightly huſhed,) he had ſettled 
many years in a country town, where his 
paſt hiſtory being little known, he had made 
ſhift to patch up his broken reputation. He 
had wormed himſelf into the good opinion 
of the neighbouring gentry, by an overacted 
diſplay of a fingular averſion from deceit 
and hypocriſy, of the moſt pun&iliouſly 
fcrupulous veracity, and a primitive fimpli- 
city in all his dealings. His pretence, or 
outward ſhew of theſe qualities, which in 
real characters of this caſt, commonly aſ- 
ſume a manner ſomewhat blunt, and dry, 
was the more remarkable, as in him they 
were, contrary to cuſtom, generally accom- 
panied with a ſoft infinuating addreſs, and 
warm profeſſions of zeal for the intereſts of 
his employers. He had ſucceeded to that 
degree, by a dextrous application of theſe 
arts to the blind ſide of the moſt clear- 


ſighted, that he had got at length under his 


management the three largeſt eſtates, in the 
county, 


132 THE LIE or 

county. Though the noble and honourable 
poſſeſſors of thoſe eſtates really ſurpaſſed 
their neighbours in underſtanding, almoſt as 
much as they did in property, he had long 
kept them in the dark, with reſpec to his 
true character, He had made them believe he 
Was continually thinking on ways and means 
to improve their lands, with better ſecurity, 
and advancement of rents; while in fact he 
was always forming freſh ſchemes for ſecret 
embezzlement, 


The contrivances of Coolcraft were fo 
artfully concealed, and fo deeply laid, that 


the ſeveral breaches of truſt of this matchleſs 


impoſtor had remained unſuſpected by Sir 
George Worthy, or even by Lord Alton, 
whoſe knowledge of mankind was great, 
and ſeldom allowed him to be the dupe of 
deceit and cunning. But the knave had 
taken advantage of his lordſhip's long ab- 
fence in town for the bolder practice of his 

| _ frauds, 


4 FP - I 
SY THE Hg . = 4 q 


1 


n 


3 


2 


SARAH MEANWELI. 133 


frauds, with leſs fear of diſcovery from the 
diſcernment of Mr. Powel, whoſe concerns 
he had always managed with peculiar cau- 
tion, as his more conſtant reſidence in the 
country afforded him greater leiſure and op- 
portunity for obſervation. The exceſſive 
ſmoothneſs of Coolcraft had before at times 
raiſed ſome ſuſpicion in that gentleman's 
breaſt, and a late hint he had received from 
a tenant of the abſent lord, had made him 
juſt then particularly watchful over him, 
It was a maſter-{troke indeed of villainous 
cunning, in a matter reſpecting a ſecret me- 
thod of compounding with an ignorant ten- 
ant, for a breach of ſome article in a leaſe, 
which this watchfulneſs of Mr, Powel had 
defeated, at a time when the ſubtle rogue 
had been plying a double portion of his ſkill 


in concealment. 


The information Mr, Powe] gave of this 
diſcovery to Lord Alton was received with 


{ome 
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ſome ſurpriſe, but great thankfulneſs. An 
excellent ſubſtitute for the office of the diſ- 
carded ſteward naturally preſented himſelf 
to his lordſhip's mind. He made the un- 
common good ſenſe, integrity, and merits of 
Goodchild, the ſubjects of his warmeſt com- 
mendation to Mr. Powel, who with great 
cheerfulneſs likewiſe agreed to commit to 
him the ſuperintendance of his landed 


eſtates. And it was now for the purpoſe of 


a like recommendation to his nephew, that 


his lordſhip paid his preſent viſit to Worthy 
Hall, 
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HAP. VI. 


Propoſal of marriage properly accepted — Sudden 
ſhifting of ſcenes at Meanwell- Farm. 


HE admirable order and management 

of every part of the houſehold at 
Worthy-Hall, the decency, the eaſe and 
cheerfulneſs with which all was conducted 
under the direction of ſo young and lovely a 
woman as Mrs. Meanwell, exhibited a ſcene 
which the reader, perhaps, in ſympathy with 
her ſecret admirer, may find ſome pleaſure 
in reviſiting. It determined at once in 
Goodchild the reſolution, which paſſion had 
firſt excited, and reflection afterwards con- 
firmed, The admirers of romance, or the 
| love 
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love-intrigue of a novel, will here be of- 
fended at the abrupt and unceremonious 
manner in which this intereſting part of the 
narrative is going to be hurried over, But 
if they have endured to caſt an eye thus far, 
they muſt long ago have perceived this hiſ- 


tory was never meant to pleaſe their taſte, 


After Mr. Goodchild had expreſſed to 
Mrs. Meanwell his ſenſe of the great obli- 
gation he had to Lord Alton, to whom he 
was firſt indebted for his preſent comfort- 
able proſpects, he took occaſion from thence 
to introduce a modeſt account of his im- 
proved ſituation. He then inſinuated his 
inclination to marry, and ſettle ſomewhere 
in that neighbourhood, in order to be in 
the.center of the three eſtates he was now. 
to ſuperintend. He had diſcernment enough 
to perceive in the great attention viſible in 
Sally's undiſguiſed and honeſt countenance, 
a ſort uf ſatisfaction, which ſhe ſtruggled 

In 
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in vain to conceal. His propoſal to her of 
marriage was accordingly made without de- 
lay, and without affected formality accepted 
in fact, though in words her anſwer only 
ſignified that in an affair of ſo great moment 
the counſel and conſent of her mother were 
firſt requiſite to be had, before ſhe could ſay 
any thing. This was indeed fo clearly un- 
derſtood, that he immediately ſealed his cer- 
tainty of triumph with a kiſs, and ſhe, with 
a bluſh and a ſmile, confirmed it, 


Lord Alton departed the day after, ac- 
eompanied by his new ſteward ; with whom, 
for a generous purpoſe, he was going to 
viſit a detached part of his eſtate that lay on 
the road to Alton-Court. Sally took the 
firſt opportunity of acquainting her miſtreſs 
with the propoſal ſhe had juſt received, and 
her anſwer, Lady Worthy expreſſed her 
entire approbation of both, with her advice 


to go the very next day to conſult her mo- 
ther, 
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ther. This reſpectable lady, the cordial 
friend of Mrs. Meanwell, diſplayed, at the 
ſame time, in her looks, a viſible and lively 


mixture of regret and ſatis faction. 


The young flutterer haſtened early the 
next morning to Meanwell- farm. A whole 
month had paſſed without her receiving, as 
ſhe uſed to do every week, any tidings from 
thence. It had made a ſtrange revolution 
about that place. She found Mrs, Dig- 
weed in deep mourning, with her mother ; 
and was informed that old farmer Digweed 
had, for a diſorder in his bowels, improperly 
| ſought relief from a bottle of brandy, which 
had heightened their inflammation, and car- 
ried him off in two days. Uncle Teſty was 
not at home, He had yeſterday received a 


letter from his ſon the lieutenant, dated at 


a diſtant ſea- port in the weſt. The thirty- 
gun ſhip in which he ſerved had juſt taken 
and 
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and brought into port a French Eaſt-· India- 
man, after a bloody engagement, in which 


the Captain of the king's frigate, and half 
the other officers were killed, and he him- 


ſelf had got a ſcratch, he ſaid, which he did 


not matter at all; yet he wiſhed to ſee his 
father immediately. Teſty had mounted 
and galloped off the very minute after he had 
received the letter, and her kind neighbour 
was come this day to ſtay with her in his 
abſence, The daughter was now, with a 
fight heſitation, going to diſcloſe her er- 
rand, when, to her great ſurpriſe, ſhe per- 
ceived it had flown to the ears of Dame 
Meanwell the evening before, 


She told Sally her uncle was hardly gone 
our of fight, when lo! a coach and fix 
herſes ſtopped at the door. The generous 


and affable Lord Alton, who had leſs pride 


than any peaſant upon his valt eſtates, had 
diſ- 
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diſmounted from it, together with his new 
ſteward. Goodchild had briefly explained 
to her the purport of this viſit, his love to 
her daughter, and the proſpect he had of a 
comfortable maintenance. To this his 
lordſhip had moſt obligingly added“ Let 
me join, Mrs. Meanwell, in ſuing for your 
conſent.” — This ſhe, with great humility 
and gratitude, had expreſſed by three words, 
and a joyful countenance—** You cannot, 
ſaid Lord Alton, better enſure your own 
happineſs, and that of your daughter, than 
by thus connecting it with that of this moſk 
valuable, and truly excellent friend of mine. 
I am going to ſurvey and ſettle ſome im- 
provements of a piece of land adjoining to 
this pleaſant farm of yours, the freehold 
property of which I ſhall gladly make 


over to Mr, Goodchild and his heirs for 


ever. 


With 
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With a civil excuſe for their haſty depar- 


ture, they were gone, ſhe ſaid, before ſhe was 
quite ſure the tranſactions of the laſt ten 


minutes were not all a dream, 


CHAP. 
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An obſtacle to the defireable cvent happily 


removed. 


A* union now ſo paſſionately deſired, fo 
highly approved by all parties upon 
due reflection, was retarded near three 
months by an unexpected obſtacle. This 
was the unaccountable abſence of farmer 
Teſty, whoſe conſent, and preſence at the 


ceremony Sally and her mother thought in- 


diſpenſibly requiſite. No tidings had his 
niece received about him, ſince his abrupt 


departure, no anſwer to ſeveral letters ſhe 
had directed to him at the ſea-port, whither 
he had been ſummoned by his fon, Mr. 


Goodchild had gone in vain to ſeek him 
there, 
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there. All he could learn was that the fa- 
ther, with his ſon, had left the place about 
ſix weeks ago, to return, as they declared 
their intention, to Meanwell-farm. 


The bravery of the gallant Lieutenant, 
Roger Teſty, was celebrated with laviſh 
praiſes, by his brother officers at the port. 
The wound, of which his letter had made 
ſo flight a mention, they ſaid, was at the 
time he wrote ſuppoſed to be a dangerous 
fleſh wound in the thigh, When his father 
had arrived, the cure had appeared to be well 
advanced: but before the danger was pro- 
nounced well over, his impatience to ſee a 
young woman, whom he propoſed to mar- 
ry, had hurried him from thence, though 
againſt the advice of his ſurgeon, whoſo re- 


port of the wound was nevertheleſs a too 
| favourable one, Goodchild ſpent ſeveral 
days in fruitleſs ſearch for the farmer and 
his ſon, upon the road, before he durſt pre- 

ſent 
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ſent himſelf with an account of his ill ſuc- 
ceſs at Meanwell-farm, or Worthy-hall. Ex- 
treme indeed was the torture they endured 
from ſuſpenſe for about two months. 


Dame Meanwell at length diſcovered the 
flow approach of her uncle, down a little 
hill, about a furlong diſtant from his dwell- 
ing, He was returning alone, with his head 
inclined toward the neck of his horſe, over 
which a long crape hung down from his hat. 
Teſty alighted without ſpeaking a word. 
In reſpect for the grief he ſuppreſſed, the 
ſame melancholy filence was kept, for ſome 
hours, by all about him, when he entered 
the houſe. At length, with a deep ſigh, 
and the firſt tears he had ſhed, for above fifty 
years paſt, he gave his affliction vent— 
<< Niece, the prop of my life is gone, the ſtaff 
of my age is broken, All, all is over with 
old George. His glorious boy, thy girl's 
huſband that ſhould have been, is no more.” 

A long 


SARAH MEANWELL 145 


A long pauſe enſued, From what could be 
gathered by ſnatches, and the interrupted 
parcels of his ſorrowful tale, it appeared 
that the lieutenant's wound, irritated by 
the motion of the carriage, which however 
his father ſuffered not to proceed without 
caution, and as much gentleneſs as poſſible, 
had broke out afreſh by the way, This had 
occaſioned their ftriking out of the road, to 
a little town at the diſtance of ſeveral miles, 
where Roger reeollected that a reputable 
naval ſurgeon dwelt, who had ſerved in a 
ſhip that he before had ſailed in. The 
wound examined, opened afreſh, and probed 
by an able hand, was found to have been 
unſkilfully treated, and heafed too ſoon, 
Not all the powers of medicine, or the chi- 
rurgical art, applied for ſeveral weeks with 
the moſt diligent attention, could prevent 
the mortification from ſpreading, and end- 
ing the life of the brave lieutenant, 


H A deſ- 
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A deſperate paſſion for his lovely couſin, 
with an ardent reſolution to die, or by ſome 
noble deed to merit her eſteem, had wrought 
wonders in his untutored mind, raiſing it 
up to a pitch of heroiſm, and enabling him 
to perform the feats of valour, which had 
entitled him to the rank he bore. So eager, 
at his landing, was his deſire to ſee her, that 
he was not, without great difficulty, pre- 
vented from adventuring upon the journey 
immediately. A too flattering report of his 
caſe, from the ſurgeon who had firſt attend- 
ed him, and Roger's high ſpirits, had de- 
ceived his father, who little dreamed he was 
deſtined ſo ſoon to bury him. 


All his property, which in pay and prize- 
money, though not then aſcertained, was 
found afterwards, upon the ſale of the India 
mip and cargo, to exceed nine thouſand 
pounds, he had bequeathed by will to his 
beloved Sarah Meanwell, after his father's 

death, 
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death, only reſerving three hundred pounds 


of it for the improving and embelliſhing 
Meanwell farm, which Teſty had promiſed 
to leave at his deceaſe to his niece, with all 


his eſtate real and perſonal, entailed to Sally, 
So extremely diſconſolate was the honeit 
farmer for the loſs of his ſon, that for ſome 
weeks it was thought expedient to avoid all 
mention to him of the propoſed marriage of 
Mr. Goodchild with his niece's daughter, 
As upon receiving her mother's approbation 
of it, Sally had returned to Worthy-Hall, 
refolving there to wait, in patience, for the 
arrival and conſent of Teſty; the report 
immediately conveyed to her by Mrs, Dig- 
weed, of the late event, and the good far- 
mer's deep affliction, convinced her of the 
propriety of ſhunning for a while his pre— 
ſence, till time ſhould render the comple- 
tion of her wiſhes more ſeaſonable, by ſoft- 
caing the ſharpneſs of his grief. 


1 The 
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The ſettlement of Mr. Goodchild upon 


Digweed farm, of which, in frechold pro- 
perty, Lord Alton had made a generous do- 
nation to the preſerver of his life, haſtened 
the deſirable event. It brought on a friend- 
ly chmmunication, and interchange of good 


offices, between that amiable youth and 


Teſty, who was before no ſtranger to his 
excellent character. He undertook, and ex- 
ecuted, with judgment and ſucceſs, the 
agency for the lieutenant's prize-money, 
He was admitted into council, (a rare favour 
indecd to any man from the farmer, ) about 
the appointed embelliſhments of Meanwell's 
land; while Teſty ſuggeſted to him ſome 
good hints for the improvement of his late 


grant. 


So rapid was the progreſs the young 
iteward made in the efteem and goodwill of 
the old farmer, that while Mrs. Meanwell 
was watching an opportunity to ſound her 

uncle's 


_ 
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uncle's mind, with reſpect to a point ſhe was 
fearful of introducing too ſpon, ſhe was 
agreeably prevented by this unexpected- 
overture. ——-** Hark ye, niece, ['Il tell thee 
2 piece of my mind—But firſt, tell me, pr'y 
thee, what's thy opinion of this fine gentle- 
man of a ſteward ? =Oddsfiſh, I never could 
bear the ſight or the ſmell of a fine gentle- 
man before.—But this ſpark, I verily think, 
is not ſo much in fault—If God made him 
ſuch, how can he help it? you know For 
in ſpite of his air of a lord, and his holding 
his head up ſo high, and his pigtail, and all 
that, I'll be ſworn the good- fellow is no 
fool—a clean head, niece—aye, and a clean 
heart too, that's the beſt on't.— Well then, 
I'll tell thee what, dame —I have loſt a 
brave ſon, alas! and thou a good ſon in 
law; and heaven has ſent thee a better; 
aye a better match, I ſay, for thy fine lady 
of a waiting-maid, I begin to ſmoke he has 
a month's mind for ſhe ; though'f he never 


H 3 told 
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told me ſo— If that be the caſe, he ſhall 
have her, or my name's not Georgs Teſty 
What a power of fine things has he been 
ſpouting to me, about ſhe, for all the world 
in Dame Digweed's way, but without all 
her riddle-me-ree—Oh ! by the by, I fan- 
tied once the buxom widow ſighed for he. 
Ah! he was a charming young man, ſhe 
ſaid, and would make a ſweet huſband for 
ſome body; and I thought him a ninny to 
Jet ſuch a tight wench, and all her wealth, 
and all that, go back to her father's, inſtead 
of keeping her ſtill, as part of his ſtock, 
upon the farm. — But no,—Sall's his girl, 
I'll lay my life on't, Aye; and his girl ſhe 
ſhall be: and *tis I that ſay it Hey day! 
what a plague are you laughing at.“ 


It was a ſmile of joy that overſpread the 
face of Mrs. Meanwell, who ſeizing the op- 
portunity ſhe had ſought before in vain, gave 


her uncle a full and true account of every 
cir- 


7 
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* circumſtance confirming the truth of his 
3 diſcovery.— Anan? Why, how now! I 


thought of crying done firſt; and you've 
been ftriking up the bargain beforehand. 
Oho! well—And a bargain it ſhall de, I'1 
promiſe you—5S0o haul us hither your white 
ewe immediately, —Fly, Dick, get the horſes 
to bring Sall,—-Þ'll fetch up my tup with a 
whiſtle, =Run, Tom, for Goodchild, while 
I go to the parſon, to get the warrant iſſued 
to confine the vagrants. Fore George, 


I'll hamper them ſooner than they are yet 
aware, Ye. ſha'nt have your way in every 
thing, Ere noon to-morrow, thsir nooſe 
ſhall be faſten'd without a reprieve.” —Tt 
was Teſty decreed, and obedience, on all 
hands, enſued of courſe, [ 


112 THE IIIA or 


CHAP. XX. 
Concluſion. 


OR the hiſt ten months after the com- 
pletion of this happy marriage, Mrs. 
Meanwell and her uncle were obliged to re- 
fide, at different times, with the young folks 


at Digwecd farm, for ſeveral weeks together, 

| . while ſome alterations, for elegant convent- 
| ence, were executing at Meanwell-houſe, 

| by the good taſte, and at the expence of Sir 
George Worthy. 'The farmer, in the mean 

time, was carrying on the plantations, im- 
provements, and embelliſhments of his own 
land, as appointed by his ſon, The ſound- 
hearted ruſtic would often declare he never 


knew 
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knew perfect contentment, before he became 
better acquainted with the character of his 
ſon John, and daughter Sall, as he loved to 
ſtile them. His manner grew daily more 
and more approaching to common civility, 
and his natural humour and pleaſantry were 


far preferable to it. 


The works intended were all juſt accom- 
pliſhed, and his daughter Goodchild had 
happily recovered perfect ſtrength, after 
being brought to bed of a beautiful boy, on 
whom he beſtowed his own name, George, 
with ſuch lively tokens of joy and ſatisfac- 
tion, as the beloved infant's happy parents 
alone could parallel; when an apoplectic 
ſeizure ſuddenly deprived of ſenſe and mo- 
tion the good farmer Teſty, and ſoon cloſed, 
without a pang, his truly valuable, if not 
altogether blameleſs life, His perſonal ef- 
fects, excluſive of the freehold, deviſed by 
will to Mrs. Meanwell, but for her life 

Il 5 only, 
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ohly, are ſuppoſed to amount in value to 
about ſeven thouſand pounds. His pleaſant 
farm delightfully improved, is now the pro- 
perty of his niece, and reſidence likewiſe of 
her excellent ſon and daughter. To this 
bleſt abode of love, contentment, peace, and 
truth, they removed upon the death of uncle 
Teſty: a little before which, Mrs. Dig- 
weed, now Mrs, Proby, was married to an 
Honeſt and ſkilful young farmer, the only 
ſon of Mr. Powel's principal tenant, who 
now occupies the great farm rented by her 
former huſband. And a great acquiſition 
this intelligent and induſtrious tenant has 
proved to the new proprietor z while the 
two young wives and Mrs. Meanwell 
heartily rejoice in the neighbourhood. _ 


Mr. Corkwell is now riſen to affluence, 
by a conſiderable inheritance at the death of 
his brother, and the ſucceſsful management 
of an extenſive brewery, Nor does the 

gleat 
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great change in circumſtances or mode of 
living fit awkwardly at all upon him, or his 
wife, the affectionate friend of our heroine» 
In their large and commodious houſe in 
London, they have an elegant apartment 
always ready to receive their conſtant ami— 
cable correſpondents from Meanwell-farm, 
whenever buſineſs or amuſement calls them 
to take a ſhort trip to town; and they as 
gladly return their viſits, by ſhort relaxa- 
tions from buſineſs, in the country. The 
two worthy couple had derived from nature 
the eſſentials of true politeneſs. The chief 
requiſites to grace their preſent ſituation 
they had improved into ſettled habits, in 
the two families, where due decorum was 
beſt maintained of any in the kingdom. Of 
the amiableneſs of complaiſance, and a ge- 
neral obſervance of what Dryden calls the 
{weet civilities of life, they could not fail to 
acquire a lively perception, from the affec- 
tionate reſpect, which they ſaw univerſally 
paid 
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paid to the benevolent and affable lords of 
Alton- court and Worthy - hall, between 
which and Meanwell-farm, a frequent and 


delightful intercourſe is ſtill continually 
kept up. 


The fatker and mother of John Good- 
child are now Tiving in a green old age. 
Though they chuſe to remain in their old 
habitation, they are now relieved from the 
fatigue of an employment, leſs ſuited to their 
years and circumſtances, as they participate 
of courſe in the enjoyment of their ſon's 
preſent aMuence, Seldom a week paſſes 
without their being viſited by their dutifut 
ſon and daughter, with whoſe charming 
eſtabliſhment at Meanwell-place they gene- 


rally come to bleſs their eyes for a Gay or 


two, about once a month, 


Mr. and Mrs. Sagely continue ftill, with 
encreaſing comfort and reputation to them- 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, but with the aſſiſtance now-of two 
under-teachers, to diſcharge the duties of 
their truly uſeful and important ſtation. 
This they do, through choice rather than 
neceſlity, as their paſt ſervices to the rifing 


generation have been rewarded with uncom- 


mon gratitude, eſpecially by moſt liberal 


preſents from their beſt beloved, and highly 
honoured pupil, 


Mrs, Meanwell is juſt now beholding, 
with anxious hope, her lovely daughter, 
who promiſes very ſoon to gladden her eyes 
with another grandchild. It is indeed the 
general wiſh of all, who can duly eſteem the 
extraordinary worth of John and Sarah 
Goodchild, and that is by all, who are fo 
fortunate to know, and whoſe characters 
bear ſome affinity or reſemblance to it, 
that they may go on proſperouſly to im- 
prove and adorn ſociety, with a numerous 


race 
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race of beings, as good and happy as them- 
ſelves, . 


Thus we have ſeen in the lives and cha- 
racters of this exemplary pair, that by their 
docility of diſpoſition, amiable manners, 
and diligent attention to deſerve the eſteem 
of worthy perſons, their perſeverance in 
ſhort in the ſtraight path, which the pro- 
vidence of God, and under him, their pa- 
rents and teachers pointed out to them, 
good habits gained timely poſſeſſion of their 
breaſts, and were eſtabliſhed there for life. 
Their temper and paſſions were duly regu- 
tated, their whole conduct orderly and uni- 


form. 


They were thus naturally, and by cer- 
tain conſequence, led on to the conſtant en- 
joyment of the moſt valuable blefling that 
Ds heaven 
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heaven can beſtow on a rational being, that 
internal peace and purity of mind, that in- 
tegrity and applauſe of conſcience, without 
which proſperity can afford no pleaſure, nor 
adverſity find any relief from pain. This 
adds peculiar felicity to the delightful ſi- 
tuation, to which we ſee them raiſed, 
It multiplies their. joys, and adds a per- 
manency and ſecurity to them, which all 
the inſtability of human life cannot entirely 
take away, as the proſpect of happineſs, to 
ſuch good perſons, is not confined to this 
life only. Though they have too juſt and 
too exalted views of the deſigns of Providence 
to expect full ſatisfaction from any preſent 
ſcenes, no mortal was ever gratified with a 
ſweeter or more perfect reliſh of the good 
things here beſtowed upon them, 


And now, with reſpect to the external 
trappings of life, let the titled ſlaves, or mini- 
ons of ambition, faſhion, and pelf, affect to 


look down, with diſdain, upon the fortunes 
of 
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race of beings, as good and happy as them- 
ſelves. 


Thus we have ſeen in the lives and cha- 
racters of this exemplary pair, that by their 
docility of diſpoſition, amiable manners, 
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form, 


They were thus naturally, and by cer- 
tain conſequence, led on to the conſtant en- 
joyment of the moſt valuable bleſſing that 
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heaven can beſtow on a rational being, that 
internal peace and purity of mind, that in- 
tegrity and applauſe of conſcience, without 
which proſperity can afford no pleaſure, nor 
adverſity find any relief from pain. This 
adds peculiar felicity to the delightful ſi- 
tuation, to which we ſee them raiſed, 
It multiplies their joys, and adds a per- 
manency and ſecurity to them, which all 
the inſtability of human life cannot entirely 
take away, as the proſpect of happineſs, to 
ſuch good perſons, is not cenfined to this 
life only. Though they have too juſt and 
too exalted views of the deſigns of Providence 
to expect full ſatisfaction from any preſent 
ſcenes, no mortal was ever gratified with a 
ſweeter or more perfect reliſh of the good 
things here beſtowed upon them. 


And now, with reſpect to the external 
trappings of life, let the titled ſlaves, or mini- 
ons of ambition, faſhion, and pelf, affect to 


look down, with diſdain, upon the fortunes 
of 
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of creatures low-born, in rank ſo far be- 
neath their ſphere. Let them proudly trace 
their own grandeur from ſources indiſtinctly 
ſeen perhaps in remote antiquity ; or they 
might elſe be found to have riſen. from 
cauſes merely incidental, or ſuch as a diſ- 
creeter pride ſhould rather teach them to 
ſuppreſs. With far ſuperior claim to ſelf- 
complacency may John and Sarah Good- 
child now look back upon the well-ſpent 
years of their paſt life, as they look forward 
upon endleſs ages of happineſs in their fu- 
ture proſpects, For with pious awe, grati- 
tude, and truſt, they are ſtill, in heart and 
mind, contemplating that Almighty hand, 
which has conducted them ſafely through 
the dangers of childhood, directed their ſteps 
to proceed with caution through the ſnares 
of youth, and rewarded their proficiency in 
every amiable and virtuous quality with a 
correſpondent encreaſe of ſolid ſatisfaction, 
One advantage they enjoy, in a peculiar de- 
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gree, an honourable diſtinction, in the cor- 
dial regard and affection of the beſt judges 
of real merit; a diſtinction, which the pur- 
blind diſpenſers of the gifts of fortune have 
not very commonly any title or deſire to ob- 
tain themſelves; and have never the power 


to beſtow upon their undeſerving favour- 
tes: 


END OF PART THE FIRST. 
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RICHARD COREWORM. 


CHAP. TI; 
Parentage — Early tokens of a bad diſpaſtion. 


ICHARD Coreworm was born of 
parents, whoſe poverty was indeed ex- 
treme, but not their greateſt cauſe of 
wretchedneſs. Had their diſpoſitions led 
them to a due exertion of their abilities, 
they might have got their livelihood, with 
tolerable comfort, by the work of their own 
Hands, Robert, his father, could mend 
hedges, 
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hedges, thraſh in a barn, or help to thatch 
it in winter, and in the other ſeaſons, he 
had always variety and plenty of work in the 
field, Martha Coreworm, his mother, 
uſed to ſpin a little wool at home, and 
ſometimes, in fair weather, help at the 
hay and corn harveſts, hop-binding and 
picking, weeding, and other rural works. 
But ſhe was of a lazy and ſauntering diſpo— 
ſition, and expoſed to the ſcoffs of all her 
neighbours for the dirtineſs of her own dreſs, 
and the little care ſhe took to mend her huſ- 
band's cloaths, who like herſelf generally 
made a ragged and moſt filthy appearance. 
Yet in pity, and ſome ſort of excule for her, 
they accuſed him of ſpending moſt of the 
money he earned, in getting drunk at the 
ale- houſe, cricket matches, or the neigh- 


bouring fairs. 


Being ftrong and healthy, with only one 


child, in a country, where the Jabouring 
hands 
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Hands found full employment all the year 
through, this miſerable couple ſaw many of 
their poor neighbours burthened with nu- 
merous families, yet enabled to live com- 
fortably enough, by being induſtrious, ſo- 
ber, and frugal, while it was a moſt pitiful 
ſhift indeed they made to get their bread, 
through their own intemperance, indolence, 
and folly. Their ſon Dick, from the time 
he could go alone, they troubled their heads 
very little about, As he was a Juſty child, 
under no confinement, he waddled in dirt 
and mire, rambling about the highways and 
hedges the whole day long, He came often 
home with a black eye or bloody noſe, ſome- 
times with a bruiſe in his leg, or a thorn in 
his foot. The cure of his hurts was left to 
nature, and his careleſſneſs to correct itſelf, 
But as he grew old. enough to do miſchief 
to others, he would now and then come in 


for a ſmart horſe-whipping from the neigh- 
bours, 
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bours, whom he uſed to offend by throwing 
ſticks or ſtones at their chickens, ducks, or 
pigeons, breaking windows, ſpoiling fences, 
and various other miſchievous tricks, pro- 
ceeding from idleneſs, and activity under no 


regulation, the rank nurſeries of every 
noxious weed, 
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Young Coreworm ſent to ſchool by the com- 
paſſio nate clergyman of the pariſh. 


AE HOUGH Dick might have de- 

rived ſome good from his ſufferings, 
being often ſeverely handled for the miſ- 
chief he was conſtantly doing, yet being 
taught nothing, and never ſet to any work, 
he ſtill continued as perverſe and prone to 
evil as ever, He became, indeed, a public 
nuiſance to all the neighbours, who juſtly 
accuſed his father and mother, of incur- 
ring a double ſhare of guilt themſelves, in 
every oftence he committed, as being rather 
pleaſed with his unlucky tricks, than diſ- 
I poſed 
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poſed to puniſh them. Theſe worthleſs 
parents lived to rue moſt wretchedly their 
indulgence and neglect. 


Mr. Beſt, the rector of the pariſh, ob- 


ſerving, with a compaſſionate concern, how 
ſadly Dick's parents abandoned him to his 
own depravity, after having in vain re- 
proached them frequently for their criminal 
inattention to a prime law of nature, a due 
care of their offspring, which degraded them 
delow the level of the moſt ſtupid or ſavage 
us brute beaſts, undertook to reſcue him 
rom the pernicious influence of their bad 
xample; and to apply, in the beſt manner 
he could, ſome correction to the lad's evil 
diſpoſitions, 


Together with the firſt ſhoes and 
ſtockings he ever put on, and a ſmall 
change of coarſe linen, he ſent him a caſt- off 
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ſuit of cloaths of his ſon's, well mended, 
and of a ſize exactly fit for the boy, that he 
might make a tolerable appearance in it at 
ſchool, whither he ſent him at his own ex- 
pence; hoping Dick might get ſome notion 
of his duty there, and in time ſhake off the 
bad habits he had contracted, 


To Robert and Martha, the juſt reproof 
which accompanied this benefaction, tho' 
enforced with a moſt friendly warmth, 
might as well have been delivered in He- 
brew. His favour too, as far as Richard's 
mind and character was concerned, would 
have been juſt as little attended to, if a mo- 
ment's thought upon their own intereſt in 
it, had not inclined them to accept of it. 
The thanks of this ſtupid pair, though 
ſullenly expreſſed, were, however, re- 
turned with a certain degree of ſatisfac- 
tion; but for the ſake of themſelves alone. 

& They 
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They regarded this act of kindneſs merely 
as it took off their hands ſome plague about 
their troubleſome brat, 
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CH A F. III. 


Dicł's Perverſeneſs—T ruantſhip—Ingratitude. 


ICHARD thus decently equipped 
now went to ſchool with a number of 
other children of the pariſh, boys and girls, 
to a tidy poor woman, whom the rector had 
thought fit to eſtabliſh there, with all due 
encouragement, for the purpoſe of teaching 

the children to read, and to acquire ſome 
notion of the plain and practical parts of 
religion, of their duty to God and man, 
and the grounds of their hopes and fears af- 
ter death. Through her hands, he at cer- 
tain times beſtowed many good books of 
hymns, and prayers, and explanations of 
13 the 
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the catechiſm, to be diſtributed, as rewards 
of good behaviour, among the children who 
appeared moſt likely to make a proper uſe of 
them. The good woman found it a very 
difficult matter to do any thing with Dick. 
He was of ſuch an untoward, obſtinate diſ- 
poſition, that it was almoſt impoſſible to 
teach him even his letters, or to bring him 
to obſerve any order in his conduct, or diſ- 
Cipline in the leaſt, He would, indeed, be 
often contriving to avoid going to ſchool, 
by various lying excuſes, which he had al- 
ways ready for that, and every fault that he 
committed, 


One day, when the reſt of the children 
were learning to read, like good little boys 
and girls, Coreworm flyly watched the eyes 
of the ſchool-miſtreſs, and flipped out, 
while ſhe was buſy in teaching ſome other 
child, and did not ſee him go, Away into 


the ſtreet ran Dick, as faſt as he could run, 
and 
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and there he joined two as idle brats as him- 
ſelf, but leſs in fault, as they had never 
been ſent to ſchool. At firſt they ſcamper- 
ed over the fields together, tearing down 
hedges, treading down corn, and robbing 
orchards. At laſt they chanced to ſtroll 
near the parſonage. As they were ſculking 
about the barn-yard, where Dick's generous 
denefactor uſed to keep his poultry, it came 
into the rogue's head to rob the hen-rooſts, 
But they ſearched in vain, as the hens and 
ducks laid their eggs in a place, the door of 
which was locked, with a ſpace at bottom 
for the poultry to creep in. Then they 
began to throw ſtones at ſome ſparrows 
which they ſaw flocking about the corn« 
ricks; and as the chickens were feeding 
there, Dick purpoſely let fly a flint at the 
head of one of them, and killed it upon ths 
ſpot. The diverſion was exactly ſuited to 
the taſte of young Richard, who expreſſed, 
with a ſhout, his triumph at the miſchief 
14 | hs 
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he had done, Two or three other chickens 
and ducklings were maimed, or killed out- 
right; and a pigeon, with its wing broken, 
was ſeen to drop down in the garden at 
the feet of two ſervants there at work; who, 
upon hearing at the ſame time a hallooing 
of boys about the barn-yard, and gueſling 
the truth, went each of them, with a tough 
ſwitch in his hand, to ſee and puniſh the 
miſchievous brats they ſuſpected. 


Dick perceived them coming at a diſtance, 
and preſently jumped over a wattled hedge, 
and left his two companions to ſhift for 
_ themſelves. They ſcrambled up both to- 
gether to the top ot the hedge. Onc tried to 
jump off into the road, but Coreworm, 
with a fiend- like grin, by a fly twitch be- 
hind, made him leap ſhort into a deep ditch 
full of mud on the other ſide, up to his noſe 
in filth and mire, where he ſtuck faſt. The 

other 
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other fared ſtill worſe; for Dick, by a ſmart 
jerk, dragged him backward upon ſharp 


flints, that bruiſed him ſorely in. his head, - 


his back, and one leg, ſo that he could 


hardly crawl for ſome time, 


The boy, who had tumbled into the 
ditch, might in all probability have been 
ſuifocated there, if the two ſervants had not 
come up to the place, and dragged him out; 
which when they had done, they gave a ſe- 
vere drubbing to him and his limping com- 
panion, And a profitable leſion this diſ- 
aſter and diſcipline proved to the two little 
wretches, who roared piteouſly, proteſting 
they had not thought of going there, to 
throw ſtones into the yard, if Dick Core- 
worm had not propoſed it firſt to them ; 
freely confeſling, at the fame time, that his 
Chief. purpoſe was to rob the hen-rooſts. 
1 The 
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The ſervants, well knowing Dick's evil 
diſpoſition, did not doubt the crime of 
which they accuſed him, and reſolved he 
ſhould not eſcape his ſhare of the puniſh- 
ment, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Deteftion,and puniſhment, 


HE ſervants went immediately to the 
houſe, and told Mr. Beſt, as they were 


in duty bound to do, what miſchief had 
been done in his barn-yard among the Poul- 
try, and what the boys they had juſt been 
correcting had told them; that Coreworm 
was the firſt to prompt them to it. The 
good clergyman, leſs diſpleaſed at the miſ- 
chief done, than at the incorrigible diſpoſi- 
tion, ingratitude, and impudence of Dick, 
calmly declared that he would have the 
matter cleared up, particularly with regard 
to the guilt of Coreworm, He ſent his 

ſervants 
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ſervants to make an enquiry where he had 
been ſeen by any one at the time, and at 
what hour he had been obſerved to abſent 
himſelf from ſchool. A labourer, who had 
been at work in an oppoſite field, told them 
he had ſeen Dick running off as faſt as he 
could, without his hat, at the inſtant he had 
heard the outcties of a young varlet, flounc- 
ing in the miry ditch ;—that he ſaw him 
afterwards crouching for ſome minutes 
under a hedge, then creeping homeward, 
ſeemingly in great fright, as if ſomebody 
was purſuing cloſe at his heels; for he often 
{ſtarted and looked back. 


At the ſchool they could only learn the 
hour of his running off, when the miſtreſs 
was buſy and did not ſee him go. At Ro- 
bert Coreworm's, the hat was owned, which 
the ſervants had picked up from the ditch. 
But they could get no information from the 
mother, whom they found alone, doſing 
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over a pipe of tobacco, but that Dick came 
home to her in the evening, about the uſual 
time, and from ſchool, as he told her, un- 
commonly dirty; but that, or aught that 
befel him, out of her fight, ſhe never re- 
carded, She only remembered, he came in 
ſhivering exceedingly, and complaining of 
being very cold, for the ſchool-miſtreſs kept 
a bad fire, and he could never get near it, 
upon which Martha ſaid the had ſent him 
up to bed. 


Theſe ſeveral accounts being brought 
back to Mr. Beſt, plainly made him ſee 
Dick was a truant, a miſchievous rogue, 
and an impudent liar. Deſirous ſtill to 
check, if poſſible, theſe evil diſpoſitions, he 
ſent an order to the ſchool-miſtreſs, to pu- 
niſh the boy according to his directions, 
when he came to ſchool the next day. This 
ſhe did in the following manner.——She 
flogged him long and unmercifully, putting 
forth 
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forth all her ſtren..th, with a new birch rod, 
before all his ſchool-fellows, and then tied 
a great paſteboard cap upon his head. On 
the front a frightful figure of the Devil was 


ſeen torturing a {inner in the flames, and 


over theſe the word LIAR was written in ca- 


pital letters. With great good ſenſe ſhe al- 
ways ſought to impreſs the hearts of her 
ſcholars with the utmoſt hatred and con- 
tempt of this character, as the baſeſt and 
moſt abject imaginable. - She therefore pu- 
niſhed lying with more than ordinary ſeve- 
rity, and every method of diſgrace ſhe could 
invent. This crime, which, in wretches of 
the like worthleſs caſt, is generally at- 
tended with various other breaches of the 
rules of common honeſty, and is evi- 
dently a preſumptuous defiance of God, the 
Almighty ſearcher of hearts, had never been 
checked, hardly ſo much as noticed in 
Richard by his ſtupid parents: but he had 

often 
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1 often ſmarted for it, under the rod of the 
2 ſchool-miſtreſs. : 
1 Of lying he had, upon this occaſion, been 
I repeatedly guilty, as he had not only de- 
'Y ceived his mother that night, but had de- 
A nied to the ſervants, in a ſhuffling manner, 
2 which plainly betrayed his falſhood, that he , 
mad any hand in the miſchief; and this 
2 brought on a long {ſtring of impudent lies, i 
of when he was charged with it the next mor- a 
3 ning. 
= He ſtood therefore before the whole 
E 


ſchool, with the cap of diſgrace on his head, 
and his hands tied behind him, for a conſi- 
1 derable time, and then his miſtreſs ſhut him 
3 up, bound faſt to a ſtaple in a little dark 
hole, where ſhe kept her wood; at the door 
of which Will Careleſs, another boy, who 
had more ſenſe, and a much better diſpoſi- 
tion in the main, but had likewiſe been 1 


guilty 


_ N 
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guilty of lying, was made to ſtand, with his 
legs tied together, and read over and over a 
ſhort leſſon againſt lying, written in artleſs, 
but ſignificant verſe, by Dr. Watts, which 
that good man, with a truly judicious and 
benevolent intention, adapted to the appre- 
henſion of children, nobly diſregarding his 
own fame as a writer. This they were 
ordered to continue repeating without ceaſ- 
ing, till they could ſay it all by heart. 
Their ſenter.ce was, that neither of the liars 
ſhould ſtir from his ſeparate confinement, 
or have any thing to eat or drink, but a lit- 
tle ſtale bread and plain water, till the boy 
who had learned to read, had taught himſelf 
and Dick to perform the talk, About an 
hour after, ſhe looked in upon them. No- 
thing done. They had both been crying 
ever ſince. A few ſmart ſtrokes of a ſwitch 
on the ſhoulders and hands enſued, with a 


promiſe to double the ſtripes every half hour 


till the taſk ſhould be learned, This made 
them 
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them effectually ſet about conning the leſſon 
as faſt as poſſible, that they might not get 
repeated chaſtiſement, and be kept in their 
ſad penance the whole night: for they were 
very much afraid of being left alone in the 
dark, as naughty children moſt commonly 
are; while good and ſenſible children diſ- 
dain and laugh at ſuch idle terrors. Before 
the evening cloſed, Will Careleſs was able 
to repeat the taſk tolerably well, from be- 
ginning to end ; and Dick made a lame ſhift 
to blunder through it as well as he could, 
The miſtreſs then unbound and led them 
forth : and before ſhe diſmiſſed the ſchool, 
ſhe made the two liars kneel down, and in 
the hearing of all the ſcholars ſtanding round 
them, repeat diſtinctly after her a prayer, 
written for the purpoſe by Mr. Beſt, be- 


ſeeching the God of truth, that he would 
ſave them from the devil, the father of lies, 


and that he would forgive their heinous of- 
fence againſt his righteous law, and give 
them 


at” 4 1 p a FI 1 3 15 
ene e FF 
a — — — — * - ** — — _ — — — —— 


— 


IQ 
TIELMIS 


r, 

1 
WUNAMISHEING 
Me 

\ 4 


* 
1 


Wc 
, * o 
N | 
1 8 1 
\ * 


, 
— \ 


- 
Ly 
N 


1 


— — 
<ED * 
— my - — | 
1 i 
F - : 2 — 
- - < - * < 
j 
CY 4 =— oY 
Pr - 
[ Fon I — 
—. - 
- <= 


Vc 
1 900 1 
ee 
| Al " 


RICHARD COREWCRM. 185 


them effectually ſet about conning the leſſon 
as faſt as poſſible, that they might not get 
repeated chaſtiſement, and be kept in their 
fad penance the whole night: for they were 
very much afraid of being left alone in the 
dark, as naughty children moſt commonly 
are; while good and ſenſible children diſ- 
dain and laugh at ſuch idle terrors. Before 
the evening cloſed, Will Careleſs was able 
to repeat the taſk tolerably well, from be- 
ginning to end; and Dick made a lame ſhift 
to blunder through it as well as he could. 
The miſtreſs then unbound and led them 
forth : and before ſhe diſmiſſed the ſchool, 
the made the two liars kneel down, and in 
the hearing of all the ſcholars ſtanding round 
them, repeat diſtinctly after her a prayer, 
written for the purpoſe by Mr. Beſt, be- 


ſeeching the God of truth, that he would 
{ave them from the devil, the father of lies, 


and that he would forgive their heinous of- 
tence againſt his righteous law, and give 


them 
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them grace to abide in due fear of his rigor- 

ous judgments againſt unrepenting ſinners, 
| that by amendment of life they might eſcape 
the torments of hell, inflicted upon the 
wicked after death, In the end, ſhe ex- 
acted from them a promiſe not to be guilty 
of the like again, under penalty of receiving 
treble puniſhment, 
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CHAP. v. 


Dick falls into freſh diſgrace—leaves ſebool. 


goes into a furmer's ſervice. 


O ſenſe of ſhame, no ſmart from pre- 
' ſent ſufferings, or dread of future, 
not his reverend benefactor's earneſt, but 


moſt kind rebuke, could alter Dick's per- 
verſe diſpoſition, It was indeed hardly 


poſſible now to be corrected, when ſo 
ſtrongly confirmed by habit. Various and 
tedious to tell, were the diſgraceful ſcrapes, 
into which he was falling continually, moſt 
of them ſuch as betrayed malignity of hearts 
as well as want of principle, 


The 
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The next year, as ſpring and ſummer 
came on, he grew in ſtature very much, 
and became leſs manageable at ſchoal, from 
whence his excurſions were more frequent, 
and his miſdemeanors of every ſort more 
fearleſs. At length, in autumn, ſome fine 
peach and nectarine trees in the clergyman's 
garden being one morning found entirely 
ſtripped of their ripe fruit, Dick, whoſe 
tricks were well known in the family, was 
ſuſpected of courſe. When accuſed, he 
denied it at firſt with great inſolence, till a 
ſervant obſerving the rogue's pocket ſwell 
out very much, and ſeizing him ſuddenly, 
turned it inſide out. Down dropped a ſcore 
or two of peach and nectarine ſtones, that 
diſcovered the fruit had all been newly 
eaten. Thus ſhamefully convicted, he un- 
derwent upon the ſpot ſo ſevere a drubbing, 
that his father coming by, interpoſed to 
ſpare him ; and hearing the ſervant upbraid 
the boy with ingratitude to his maſter, 

« He 
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<«« He owes nothing, I think, to the parſon, 
ſaid the churl, for ſending him to ſchool, 
The devil of any good can | fee he ever rot 
by it. You may tell your maſter ſo, and 
that he ſhall not have the trouble of ſend- 
ing him there any longer.” This ſturdineſs 
of old Coreworm proceeded from his 
having been juſt ſpoken to by farmer Stern, 
who lived in a neighbouring pariſh, and 
who ſeeing Dick to be a luſty boy, wanted 
to employ him ſometimes in riding cattle to 
water, ſometimes in attending an upper ſer- 
vant in various works of the field and gar- 


den, down to picking ſtones, and other mat- 
ters of ſmall account, 


To theſe works young Richard was im- 
mediately diſpatched. They were more 
adapted to his rambling diſpoſition, than the 
buſineſs at ſchool. Yet he performed them 
not much to the farmer's ſatisfaction, as 
without conſtant correction his conduct was 

ſeldom 
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ſeldom orderly for two days together, and 
he would often leave his work, when moſt 
wanted, to ſkulk in orchards and gardens, 
The cattle under his care, without good 
watching, he delighted in treating with the 
moſt wanton cruelty, However, his maſter, 
who was very ftrict, or in his abſence, the 
labourers, who were ordered to keep a ſharp 
eye over him, held him generally within 
bounds, and by giving him now and then a 
ſound horſe-whipping, obliged him to work, 
though the trouble of compelling him almoR. 
_ equalled the value of his labour, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Robert Coreworm dies, — his repentance, 
his firſt and laſt advice to Richard, 


Y conſtant diſcipline, and compulſion 
to work without ceaſing, under the eye 
o ffarmer Stern, a moſt induſtrious and rigid 
maſter, Dick was reſcued, in a great degree 
for above three years, from the bad effects 
of his wicked diſpoſition. For acts of cru- 
elty or miſchief he had been often unmer- 
ci fully ſcourged to the bone. The dread of 
certain puniſhment was continually requi- 
fite to keep him in awe. Yet at length, in 
manners he ſeemed, but only ſeemed to 
have ſome faint diſpoſition to amendment. 


Having 
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Having paſſed his eighteenth year, his 
limbs habituated to hard labour, had ac- 
quired great ſtrength, which improved his 
perſonal appearance. But without the per- 
petual watch, and frequent application of 
the laſh of Stern, it was ſtill manifeſt no 


change would be wrought in his evil con- 
duct. 


An event now took place, which natu- 
rally ought to have awakened him to a far- 
ther reformation, if any ſpark of goodneſs 
could ever have been kept alive in his breaft. 
His father had, by degrees, began to rue 
more and more the ſad effects of his obſti- 
nate and incorrigible habit of drunkenneſs, 
An univerſal languor, with great pain by 
fits, ſeized all his limbs. His legs were 
ſwelled to an amazing ſize, and he became 
infirm and dropſical. He had the misfor- 
tune one night, as he was ſtaggering home 


drunk from the ale-houſe, to put out one 
; "of 
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of his eyes by tumbling in the dark over a 
parcel of faggots that lay by the way ſide, 
which cauſed him ſharp and laſting torment. 
But not even this could make him diſconti- 
nue his viſits to the ale-houſe, as long as he 
had ſtrength to crawl thither, However, he 


was now obliged to ftay at home, being con- 
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fined to his bed, and hardly able to move at 
all. The dropſy grew daily worſe and worſe, 


and ſoon became incurable, and his death 
was viſibly approaching. On the day that 
put a period to his wretched life, he kept his 
ſenſes, and ſmall ſhare of underſtanding al- 
moſt to the laſt minute. As he ſat up in 
bed {for he could no longer breathe lying 
down) he ſeemed a little eaſier than he had 


been for ſome time paſt. He ſent for his 
ſon to come to his bed ſide. 


Grief for all his paſt bad life, his utter 
neglect of Dick, and the ſad example he had 
{ct him, made him wiſh to give a little good 

K advice 
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advice to this wicked ſon, before he depart- 
ed out of this world. By this diſcharge of 
a natural obligation, which he had never 
before attended to, he longed to quiet his 
diſtracted ſpirit. In the agonics of a death- 
bed repentance, he purpoſed, with fear and 
trembling, to atone in ſome degree for his 
paſt worthleſsneſs, but with very faint hope 
indeed that the awful Judge, before whom 
he muſt ſhortly appear, would be thus diſ- 
poſed to forgive his ſhameful diſregard of the 
great duties of a chriſtian, a huſband, a fa- 
ther, and a member of Socicty. 


Very unexpected glimmerings of good 


fenſe, of reaſon, and even of religion, broke 


forth in his laſt moments, which his ſottiſh 
habits had almoſt totally extinguiſhed in the 
courſe of his life. Many and moſt eager 
were the wiſhes he expreſied with tears, 
that he might recover out of this illneſs, 


for a ſmall, a very ſmall portion of time, 
before 
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before he ſhould be ſummoned to his dread- 
ed doom, that by his future care to do his 
duty in ſome degree towards his offended 


God, his miſerable wife, and ungracious 


ſon, for the ſhort remainder of his days, he 


might obtain pardon for his paſt fins, 


He carneſtly entreated Dick to take warn- 
ing from the anguiſh his mind was then en- 
during, from his dread of ſinking ſuddenly 
into hell and damnation, through the jutt 
judgment of an avenging God. Moſt ſtrange 
indeed it is to tell! But it was now the very 
firſt time of his life, he had ever ſpoken to 
his ſon of fearing God, or a future judgment 
after death, or the doom of damnation in 
hel} to the wicked. He now particularly 
reminded Dick of the crimes he had com- 
mitted, and been ſo often puniſhed for, his 


idleing, lying, pilfering, and acts of wanton 
miſchief, He ſhould die, he ſaid, with leſs 


pain and trouble upon his mind, if he could 
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advice to this wicked ſon, before he depart- 
ed out of this world. By this diſcharge of 
a natural obligation, which he had never 
before attended to, he longed to quiet his 
diſtracted ſpirit. In the agonies of a death- 
bed repentance, he purpoſed, with fear and 
trembling, to atone in ſome degree for his 
paſt worthleſsneſs, but with very faint hope 
indeed that the awful Judge, before whom 
he muſt ſhortly appear, would be thus diſ- 
poſed to forgive his ſhameful diſregard of the 
great duties of a chriſtian, a huſband, a fa- 
ther, and a member of Society, 


Very unexpected glimmerings of good 
fenſe, of reaſon, and even of religion, broke 
forth in his laſt moments, which his ſottiſh 
habits had almoſt totally extinguiſhed in the 
courſe of his life, Many and moſt eager 
were the wiſhes he expreſſed with tears, 
that he might recover out of this illneſs, 


for a ſmall, a very ſmall portion of time, 
| before 
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before he ſhould be ſummoned to his dread- 
ed doom, that by his future care to do his 
duty in ſome degree towards his offended 
God, his miſerable wife, and ungracious 
ſon, for the ſhort remainder of his days, he 
might obtain pardon for his paſt fins, 


He carneſtly entreated Dick to take warn- 
ing from the anguiſh his mind was then en- 
during, from his dread of ſinking ſuddenly 
into hell and damnation, through the juſt 
judgment of an avenging God. Moſt ſtrange 
indeed it is to tell! But it was now the very 
firſt time of his life, he had ever ſpoken to 
his ſon of fearing God, or a future judgment 
after death, or the doom of damnation in 
hell to the wicked. He now particularly 
reminded Dick of the crimes he had com- 
mitted, and been ſo often puniſhed for, his 
idleing, lying, pilfering, and acts of wanton 
miſchief. He ſhould die, he ſaid, with leſs 
pain and trouble upon his mind, if he could 
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have any hope to touch the heart of his re- 

probate ſon, to move the ſtubborn wretch 
to one thought of amendment of life, that a 
father's guilt might not drag him too, down 
to the ſame terrible judgment, which he could 


not poſſibly eſcape himſelf. . 


At a declaration thus expreſſive of extreme 
deſpair, Dick hung down his head without 
ſpeaking a word. His mother's eyes were 
fixed upon the bed with a ghaſtly ſtare. Tho? 
neither of them ſhed a ſingle tear, Martha 
ſobbed a little, and Richard ſeemed ſome- 
what ſhocked at ſo depforable a ſight for an 
inſtant. A confuſed dread of he knew not 
what poſſeſſed him. Of compaſſion, ſorrow, 
ſhame, repentance he felt not yet the ſlight- 
eſt touch. Unable to wreſt from the miſ- 
creant a fingle word expreſſive of contrition, 
or a faint ſenſe of his paſt miſdeeds, the 
poor wretch, his dying father, caſt a look 
of unſpeakable horror upon his worthleſs 


ſon. 
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fon, He groaned and expired a few minutes 
after he had pronounced that dreadful ſen— 
tence of condemnation againſt himſelf, in 
the moſt viſibly extreme agonies of mind and 
body, and was buricd at the expence of the 
pariſh, 
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CHAP. VII. 


Richard goes into @& gentleman's ſervice—i; 


turned off-btwildered in a term. 


D IC K was not willing to advance one 
farthing towards his father's funeral, 

nor the future maintenance of his mother, 
who being utterly incapable of earning a 
ſufficiency for her livelihood without the 
ſupport of the pariſh, through growing in- 
ſirmities, added to the habitual lazineſs of 
her diſpoſition, paſſed all the miſerable re- 
mains of her ſtupid life in dozing or ſmoak- 
ing perpetually, in an utter indifference 
about her ſon, and equally unnoticed by him. 
Sometime after his father's death, Mr. 
Sh arp, 
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Sharp, a gentleman whoſe ſeat was in the 
pariſh where Richard's maſter lived, hap- 
pened to be in want of a ſtout lad to aſſiſt 
his gardener, and occaſionally to help his 
groom, in their ſeparate works. Seeing Core- 
worm to be ſtrong and well- built, he ſpoke 
to farmer Stern about him, who tired at laſt 
of keeping him to his work by dint of drub- 
bing, was glad of an opportunity of getting 
rid of him. Yet he honeſtly told the gentle- 


man, the lad could do his work well enough; 


but it muſt be with good looking after, Mr, 
Sharp, not diſcouraged, ſaid his other ſer- 
vants would ſee to that ; and was inconſi- 
derate enough to hire him, 


Dick took little pains to gain the good 
opinion of his new maſter, or his fellow- 
ſervants; but if not clofely watched, he 
would daily idle away his time at play in the 
village, inſtead of attending to his buſineſs. 
The gentleman was mindful of the farmer's 
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hint, and gave ſtrict orders to the upper 
gardener and groom to follow him cloſe, 
and train him up to his work, by ſtripes, 
like an ox or an aſs. This laſted, with va- 
riable fits of idleneſs, and ſeeming amend- 
ment, for about a twelvemonth. An acci- 
dental detection at length loſt Richard that 
place, His overſeer had miſſed many things 
out of the garden, which had been lightly 
noticed. One day returning home, unex- 
pected, from a journey, his maſter ſuddenly 
lighted on Coreworm at the next village, with 
a bundle ſuſpended bya ſtick over his ſhoulder. 
Upon galloping inſtantly up to him, he faw 
that Dick, turning ſhort from the path, 
ſtarted with affright, then ſtood like one 
thunderſtruck, while the bundle opening, 
dropped upon the ground, and diſcovered a 
parcel of tulip roots, with ſeveral papers of 
fine flower-ſeeds, that he had ſtolen from 


the gardener, together with about a ſcore of 
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4 cucumbers, which being early for the ſea- 
I ſon, he meant to ſell at a good price. 
+ Guilt ſo plain and undeniable admitted 
1 no excuſe. Coreworm fell down upon his 


knees, begged his maſter to ſpare him the 
beating he well deſerved, owned that he had 
been guilty of taking thoſe things out of the 
garden, declared it was his firſt fault of the 
kind, and ſolemnly, with uplifted eyes, pro- 
| miſed it ſhould be the laſt. The laſt, in 
7 my ſervice, it ſhall certainly be, ſaid Mr, 


Sharp, I ſhall take care of that. Your ly- 
ing, and your incorrigible lazineſs, had be- 
fore determined me not to be troubled with 
you much longer. But this Jaſt act of diſ- 


honeſty drives you from my houſe immedi- 
ately, If I had not other buſineſs to attend 
to at preſent, I ſhould certainly ſend you to 


8 jail, and proſecute you for this theft. But 
1 ſomebody elſe, I don't doubt, will ſoon be ſo 
4 good to do you that favour. Remember my 
j K 5 words; 
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words ; and never preſume to apply to me 
for a character, which may enable you to 
get another place, Be ſure of this, that if 
any perſon ſhould enquire of me about you, 
I ſhall think myſelf bound to inform him 
what an unworthy wretch you are.” 80 
ſaying, he ordered a ſtout ſervant who at- 
tended him to take charge of Coreworm, and 
conducting him back, to look well he took 
nothing away but what belonged to him, 
{trip off a new livery frock, he then wore, 
and turn him out of the houſe; where he 
was not ſuffered to ſtay another night. 


Thus driven out with infamy, Richard 
poſted in haſte away from a place, where every 
one deſpiſed him. Many a wear y mile had he 
wandered, till being loſt upon a wide open 
down, as evening cloſed upon him, he was 


pelted and thoroughly drenched, in a heavy 


ſtorm, or hurricane of wind, hail, rain, 


thunder, and lightening. It laſted nearly 
all the night; which, as may be well be- 


lieved, 
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lieved, Dick paſſed not entirely at his eaſe, 
unſheltered from the dreadful tempeſt, be- 
wildered, ſtumbling, ſorely bruiſed, with 
many a fall over ſtumps and briars, wet to 
the ſkin, encumbered with his wretched 
wardrobe, packed up in a garden mat, that 
now had acquired additional weight, and in 
utter darkneſs, which the claps of thunder 
burſting over his head, and the ſudden flaſhes 
of - lightening, that often ſtruck him to the 
ground, and wrapped him in a ſheet of fire, 
rendered {till more terrible, 


— 


T KS L139 e 


CH A Pc VII. 


Dick's aiftreſs—beggary—repulſe= relief —re- 


commendation to a place. 


W HEN the morning dawn began to 

appear, the ſtorm abated, The 
clouds fled before the driving blaſt, Dick 
found himſelf in a vaſt open country, with 
not a houſe in view for many miles, Yet 
onward ſtill he trudged, as the horſe- track 
led him over the barren heath, his wet 
cloaths clinging to his limbs, that well nigh 
ſunk under him with cold and wearineſs. 
But hunger and thirſt were preſſing. A few 
ſcattered trees now in fight, at a great diſ- 


tance, drew his ſteps that way, in hopes of 


a little 
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a little reſt and food, while his motion, with 
2 bright ſun, and keen wind, dried his 


cloaths upon his back. 


The firſt houſe he ſaw belonged toa farmer; 
At this lonely dwelling Richard ſtopped. 
His beggarly whine at the door called forth 
Flint, the rough inhabitant, who eycing him 
ſaarply from head to foot, queſtioned him, 
in a breath, what he wanted? whence he 
came! and whither he was going? Core- 
worm's anſwer only told his want of ſuſten- 
ance, as he had Joſt his way, and wandered 
al] night in the horrible ſtorm. To that his 
ſorry plight gave credit. A draught of beer, 
with ſome bread and cheeſe, was ordered to 
be brought out to him. But upon his beg- 
ging to be employed in work of any kind, 
the farmer repeated the queries he had be- 
fore evaded, and croſs-examined him vari- 


ous ways, His ftory, ſtammered out with 


palpable contradictions, betrayed the vaga- 
bond 
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bond to a man, who having been once 
villainouſly plundered by a more artful 
gueſt of this fort, had learned caution 
ever ſince, and acquiring from thence 
a peculiar keenneſs of obſervation, was 
at length become deeply read in the ex- 
preſſion of the human countenance. The 
ſuſpicion Richard's looks had raiſed, now 
roſe to proof, and got him a quick diſ- 
miſſion from Flint,—<* Get thee gone, thou 
pitiful lying varlet. If ever thou dareſt 
ſhew me thy hanging face again, I'll ſeize, 
and lay thee by the heels for vagrancy ; but 
J have other work in hand. For this time 
J leave thee at liberty to ſeek thy fortune, 
and let me tell thee, I foreſee thou wilt ſoon 
bring thy ſtory to an untimely end.” The 
ſtings of conſcious guilt, with prefent miſe- 
ry, were in truth marking Coreworm's fea- 
tures with ſtrong convulſive twitches. Mut- 
tering a ſtifled curſe againſt the farmer, with 


eyes fixed upon the ground, away he ſneaked, 


not knowing which way to betake himſelf, 
He 
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He fſtiil kept ſauntering on, till he found 
himſelf in a beautiful country, finely culti- 
vated, and richly adorned with gentlemen's 
ſeats. As he ſtood gazing with lack-luſtre 

*eye, undelighted at its beauties, on the de- 
clivity of a pleaſant hill, he was ſuddenly met 
by a young man, whom he at once recol- 
lected to be Will Careleſs, who had formerly 
been his fellow-ſufferer at ſchool for the 
crime of lying. Strangely altered as they 
both were in their perſonal appearance, ſince 
their riſing to the ſtate of manhood ; yet 
each recalled the other to remembrance, 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant. Careleſs, who. 
was now in good plight, and tightly dreſſed, 
cordially accoſted Coreworm, in all the 
cuſtomary firſt queſtions of an old acquaint- 
ance, after a long abſence. Dick, diſmally 
chopfallen, coldly made anſwer, that he 
was out of place, and wiſhed Will would 
recommend him to one. Aſhamed to tell 
his ſchool-fellow all his diſtreſs, or reveal 
to him the diſgraceful ſituation of his af- 


tairs, 
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fairs, he made no anſwer to the queſtions 
of —W hat he was doing there? Or what 
had brought him from his firſt abode into 
this country, where he had no expeCation 
of ſeeing any one that knew him. 


The other youth, who when a boy had 
been rather wild, and inconſiderate, but 
neither vicious nor obſtinate, had greatly 
mended his manners. He was now gene- 
rally eſteemed an honeſt, and very induſtri- 
ous fellow. He had for ſome time been the 
head ſervant of a great nurſeryman and gar- 
dener, with a claim, by an engagement, to 
his being admitted ſoon to an equal partner- 
ſhip in the buſineſs. In the mean time he 
overlooked and aſſiſted in the ſeveral works 
of planting, removing, pruning and engraft— 
ing, in the nurſeries, and went about occa- 
fionally cutting trees, and ſuperintending 
improvements in the gardens of the neigh- 
bouring gentry, The prudent diſcipline at 

ſchool 


RICHARD COREWORM. 209 


ſchool having really taught him reflection, 
he proved a laudable inſtance of the happy 
effects it may produce in a tractable temper. 
As he ever after felt great regret, upon his 
incurring the ſlighteſt touch of blame, he 
zrew upan orderly, and well behaved young 
man: and his attentive and chearful diſ- 
charge of his duty in every circumſtance, 
together with his obliging carriage, ob- 
tained him the entire good will of his maſter, 
and the ſeveral gentlemen who employed 
him. 


As he joined to the reſt of his commend- 
able qualities a great fund of good- nature, 
he kindly wiſhed to befriend his wretched 
ſchool - fellow. He promiſed to uſe his beſt 
endeavours to get him a place, if he could 
hear of a vacancy, which Dick might ſup- 
ply, in any of the families where he was 


employed. He procured him a lodging in 
the mean time at the cottage of a fellow- 
ſervant 
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ſervant of his, who was a married man. 
All that Careleſs could gather in converſa- 
tion with Coreworm, was a ſtring of com- 
plaints, 3]]-calculated to recommend him 
to the good opinion of the induſtrious 
youth; -“ The plaguy hard work, that had 
been forced upon him, and the dog's 
life he had led, under the cruel ſcourge of 
farmer Stern In Squire Sharp's ſervice he 
had been as ſore driven No pack-horſe 
could ſtand it.. Will ſhook his head, and 


by a few home queſtions wrung from Dick 
a ſort of confeſſion of idleneſs, on his part, 
which had coſt him his place ; but he declared 
he was determined to amend for the future, 


Careleſs, for the preſent, preſſed him no 
farther. He had promiſed to befriend him, 
and was as good as his word, and diligent 
in his enquiries, He ſoon ſucceeded, and 
heard of a vacant place in the ſervice of a 
genteel family, where a young man was 

wanted 
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wanted as an under gardener. And here he 
was expreſsly deſired by Mr. Pliant, the 
maſter of it, to look out for a ſtout young 
fellow, who with ſome knowledge of work 
in a garden, might, in his appearance, oc-— 
caſionally do credit to a livery. As Rich- 
ard's perſon, and former employment ſeemed 
to anſwer not amiſs, in theſe reſpects, to 
the gentleman's deſcription, William im- 
mediately recommended him to Mr, Pliant, 
as a ſtrong healthy lad, very capable of do- 
ing the buſineſs required. As to his 
figure, he added, you will judge yourſelf, 
Sir, how far that may be likely to ſuit you 
in better cloaths, It appears ſomewhat 
ſhabby, I confeſs, in his preſent trim.“ 


He was deſired to ſend Coreworm the 
next day, and to tell him, it would be ex- 
_ pected he ſhould bring with him a written 


character for honeſty, diligence, and ſobri- 
ety, from the maſter, whom he had ſerved 
laſt, 
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laſt, Will gladly acquainted his ſchool- 
fellow with this proſpect of ſucceſs, aſking 
him at the ſame time, If he had any 
paper to ſhew from Mr. Sharp ?”—* No 
ſuch thing: —“ There would be no great 
difficulty to get one, would there?“ -“ No, 
none at all; but the tyrant has uſed me 
ſcurvily : I'll never go near him again,'— 
“ You muſt, I tell you, or you'll never 
get another place, as long as you live.” 


This converſation, of courfe brought on 
a ſucceſſion of croſs queſtions from Will, 
to which Dick returned ſuch indirect and 
ſhuffling anſwers, as were plainly meant to 
cover ſome palpable falſities, which they 
rather betrayed. ©* Ah! Coreworm, ſaid his 
good-natured friend, you are at your old 
tricks, I perceive, Yet, I think, while I 
have been ſtriving to ſhew you an act of real 
kindneſs, you might as well have told me 
truth. However, I'Il do what I can for 
you 
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you ftill, I have ventured to give a better 
account of you, than you appear to deſerve. 


Let me tell you now, that if your future 


conduct ſhall give me the lie, you muſt 


never more expect me to befriend, or aſſiſt 
you.” Dick, louting low, abaſhed for an 
inſtant before ſuperior worth and truth, or 
confounded rather at his own comparative 
worthleſſneſs, made Careleſs many raſh pro- 


teſtations of good behaviour in time to 


come. 


CHAP. 


— 


_ RG — IAG — — — — 


i THE denn or 


F 


Coreworm blunders, beyond expeftation, into the 
place. Is hired, without a character from 


his laſt ſervice. 


* next morning, Coreworm's vi- 

gorous and healthy appearance before 
Mr. Pliant, who had not ſo great ſkill in 
phyſiognomy as farmer Flint, at firſt ſight 
beſpoke his favour, eſpecially as Will's ac- 
count had prepared him to expect a more 
unſightly figure. When aſked, — What 
work can you do in a garden ? his anſwer 
was—* I can get the ground in order, and 
put in ſeeds and plants.“ Do you bring 


any recommendation?“ An abſurd and 
ridiculous 


RICHARD COREWORM. 215 


ridiculous blunder here befriended the ſtu- 
pid fellow, and ſaved him much confuſion, 
No ſenſe could he make of the laſt queſ- 
tion, which to his dull ear, ſounded like, 
Do you bring 'em and rake 'em, and diſh 
em?“ In ſuppoſition that theſe words bore 
ſome relation to what he had ſaid juſt be- 
fore, he chanced to anſwer, with a confi- 
dent grin,— Yes to be ſure I can, Sir ?'— 
This he uttered at random, without any 
meaning, but an empty boaſt of his abili- 
ties.“ Very well, ſaid Mr. Pliant, I will 
write a line then, for you to carry to your 
late maſter. If his anſwer ſhall prove as 
favourable to your character, as you are 
ſure it will, I ſhall hire you accordingly.” 


Richard walked off, in doleful dumps, 
with the letter, hopeleſs of obtaining any 
favour from the maſter who had diſcarded 
him. Yet from deſpair of any other expe- 
dient, he caught at the ſhadow of a hope, 

that 
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that if he went, and begged his pardon very 
humbly, telling him he muſt abſolutely ſtarve 
_ unleſs he would, out of charity, give him a 
written character, poſſibly the Squire might 
at length relent. Full of theſe juſt doubts, 
and grouudleſs hopes, he poſted unwillingly 
toward the village, from whence he had 


been lately driven with ſo much infamy. 


As his mother was ſtill living in the ham- 
let, that lay upon the road, which led to the 
houſe of Mr. Sharp, he thought he might as 
well not paſs by her little dirty hut, without 
calling upon her. Never before had Rich- 
ard ſhewn her the ſlighteſt token of filial re- 
card or affection, Was it a fit of remorſe, 
or compaſſion, that at length miraculouſly 
touched his callous heart? Nothing like 
it. The motive, which alone, at any time, 
had weight with him, produced his preſent 
wiſh to ſee the poor woman; to try if he 


could, in one point, ſerve his purpoſe, and 
learn 


On 

5 
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learn at leaſt of her how far the true reaſon 
of his leaving the ſervice of Mr. Sharp ſo 
ſuddenly, was known in the neighbourhood. 
She ſighed heavily, dropped a tear, ſhook 
her head, and ſadly muttered :- the was 
afraid he would come to no good. Dick 


told her, he was in view of a good ſervice, 


and was come to get a character from his 


laſt maſter, to enable him to get the place. 
—* A character? forſooth, cries Martha, 
Oh ! a precious one it will be, or thou'rt 
much belied. And many hundred miles 
thou haſt to travel for it, unleſs thou getteſt 
a rope, inſtead of it, by the way. *Squire 
Sharp and his lady paſſed by here this morn- 
ing, in their coach. One of the ſervants, 
ſpying me, ſaid they were going a long long 
zourney to the north, which he ſays is the 
furthermoſt corner, or fag-end, of the world 
—and, Gammer, quoth he, thy ſon is a vile 
dog.—What! is he turned off? quoth I.— 
Aye, he has turned thief, quoth he, and 
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mark my words, he'll be turned off at laſt 
at the gallows.” 


Little concern did Coreworm feel for the 
Tootman's prophecy, that ſoft compliment 
having long been quite familiar to his ear; 
but he was overjoyed at his intelligence 
about the Squire. Without beſtowing a 
word, or a look in reply to his mother, back 
he haſtened immediately, with a lighter 
heart, to his ſchool-fellow. William al- 
lowed this departure of Mr. Sharp was in 
his favour, and promiſed to ſpeak as good a 
word for him to *Squire Pliant, as conſci- 
ence and truth would let him. He con- 
trived for the purpoſe an errand to the great 
houſe that very day, to prepare, if poſſible, 
| a good reception for Dick, His friend's 
exceſs of good nature betrayed him here into 
an act, which his conſcience ever after found 
it impoſlible to juſtify, 

After 
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After receiving over night from William 
ſome inſtruction how he ſhould behave, 
Richard went the next morning to wait 
upon Mr. Pliant. Delivering back the let- 
ter, he ſaid he had been ſorely diſappointed 
in finding his good maſter had juſt ſet out 


upon a long journey; and he had only heard 
he was gone for a great while, and many 


hundred miles off; but could not learn at 
the houſe where a letter might be directed 
to him, The circumſtance of Mr, Sharp's 
departure for Scotland, Mr, Pliant, upon 
enquiry, found to be true; and receiving 
from Careleſs a favourable account af Dick's 
ability to do the work of an under gardener, 
he ventured, the next day, from the good 
opinion he had conceived of Coreworm's 
young ſchool-ftellow, to take him into his 
ſervice. 
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HAF. X. 
Promiſe of amendment — Relapſe. 


1 being now ſettled in his 

new place, followed for ſome time the 
good inſtructions of his friend William, and 
appeared really deſirous to pleaſe. A pro- 
miſe of conſiderably higher wages, if he 
approved himſelf worthy of them, at the 
end of the year, was the chief worker of 
this wonder. His proper buſineſs in the 
family of Mr, Pliant lay chiefly without 
doors, and was eaſily learned. If ſent oc- 
caſionally on an errand, that left no room 
for a miſtake, he diſpatched it not amiſs, and 


was tolerably ready in obſerving whatever 
Was 
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was required by the upper-gardener. This 

man's work lying within a narrow compaſs, 

he governed Richard with a much flacker 

rein than his former overſeers. And as he 

was a married man, and lived at ſome diſ- 

tance from his maſter's houſe, and was not 
over-diligent himſelf, his affiſtant found fre- 
quent opportunities, in a morning and even- 
ing, to run from his work into the village, 
and play at fives, cricket, chuck-farthing, 
down to ducks and drakes, in company with 
all the moſt idle and worthleſs fellows of the 
neighbourhood : and aſſociates of his own 
caſt were never wanting, from many weal- 
thy families, where a number of ſauntering 
ragamuffins in ſhowy liveries were kept, for 
no other purpoſe, but a vain parade. 


Richard nevertheleſs continued ſtill to 
pay ſome regard to his maſter, whoſe kind» 
neſs and indulgence he appeared at times to 
court. When he ſaw him enter the garden, 
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he betook himſelf inſtantly to his work, with 
particular chearfulneſs. When out at his 
ſports, he would upon occaſion ſet an idle 
boy to watch his maſter's motions; and upon 
proper notice, would lily ſlip in at a wicket, 
and be ſeen remarkably buſy and buſtling. 
Theſe tricks were more than ſufficient to 
deceive Mr. Pliant, who had really con- 
ceived a favourable opinion of him, and 
thought him a briſk and diligent fellow ; 
and at the end of the year actually raiſed 
his wages conſiderably, according to agree- 
ment. The gentleman was in truth no 
ſtrict obſerver, eaſily pleaſed, and ſomewhat 
careleſs in his diſpoſition, As he and his 
lady were exceedingly fond of company, 
and conſtantly receiving or returning the 


viſits of ſeveral genteel families, in their 
opulent and populous neighbourhood, they 
had neither leifure nor inclination to inſpect 
very narrowly into certain diſorders, which 
are commonly ſure, where a due ſuperin- 

tendance 
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tendance is neglected, to creep into the ceco- 
nomy and government of a private family, 
While the other domeſtics were bufily em- 
ployed within, waiting upon. a numerous 
aſſembly of gentry, and Dick was not want- 
ed or miſled, out he ſallied to ſeek the com- 
pany of raſcals of his own ſtamp, who were 
ſervants in other families. With theſe, upon 
ſuch occaſions, he ſpent his time in gam- 
ing, at which he began to grow very ex- 
pert, ſometimes at the ale-houſe, and ſome- 
times at their maſter's houſes, as opportuni- 
ties offered, to revel undiſturbed by the 
eye of thoſe whoſe preſence might have 
kept them in awe. 

Coreworm, in his turn, when Mr. Pliant 
and his Lady were abroad upon a viſit, and 
it was certain they would return home late, 
began to take the bold and diſhoneſt liber- 
ties, at his maſter's houſe, of which he had 
caught the example in this bad company. 
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tendance is neglected, to creep into the c- 
nomy and government of a private family. 
Vhile the other domeſtics were buſily ene 
ploycd within, waiting upon a numerous 
aſtembly of gentry, and Dick was not want-- 
ed or miſſed, out he ſallied to leek the com- 
pany of raicals of his own ſtamp, who were 
fervants in other families, With theſe, upon 
ſuch occaſions, he ſpent his time in gam- 
ing, at which he began to grow very en- 
port, ſometimes at the ale-houſe, and ſome- 
times at their maſter's houſes, as opportuni- 
ties offered, to revel undiſturbed by the 
eye of thoſe whoſe preſence might have 


kept them in awe, 


Corcworm, in his turn, when Mr. Pliant 
and his Lady were abroad upon a viſit, and 
it was certain they would return home late, 
began to take the bold and diſhoneſt liber= 
ties, at his maſter's houſe, of Which he had 
caught the example in this bad company. 
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He found but little oppoſition from any of 
his fellow ſervants, and too much encou- 
ragement from ſome of them, to the intro- 
duction of his gaming aſſociates into the 
ſervant's hall, The *Squire's ale and beer- 
cellar were never ſpared at theſe burleſque 
imitations below-ſtairs, of what (however 
generally prevalent) is moſt truly deſpicable 
in high life, His cunning knavery in plying 
his parties at Loo, All-fours, or Cribbage, 
with brimming cans, which he only ſham- 
med himſelf, gave him great advantage over 


all the other gameſters. 


The other ſervants of Mr. Pliant's family, 
male and female, were all, except one, ho- 
eit in the main, and had a better ſenſe of 
their duty to their maſter and miſtreſs in 
other reſpects. But in this caſe they were 
all greatly to blame. It was a culpable, as 
well as fooliſh good-nature to a vicious fel- 
tow-fervant, that hindered them from com- 

plaining 
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plaining of his abuſe of too much indul- 
gence. Thus inſenſibly, and without in- 
tending it, they made themſelves, in ſome 
degree, accomplices in all his guilt. This 
unfaithfulneſs and neglect of ſo plain a 
duty they had ſoon occaſion to repent, when 
being all turned away. together from a very 
good ſervice, not one of them eſcaped, in 
the eye of the world, ſome ſhame of Core- 
worm's infamy, 
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He found but little oppoſition from any of 
his fellow ſervants, and too much encou- 
ragement from ſome of them, to the intro- 
duction of his gaming aſſociates into the 
ſervant's hall, The *Squire's ale and beer- 
cellar were never ſpared at theſe burleſque 
imitations below-ſtairs, of what (however 
generally prevalent) is moſt truly deſpicable 
in high life, His cunning knavery in plying 
his parties at Loo, All-fours, or Cribbage, 
With brimming cans, which he only ſham- 
med himſelf, gave him great advantage over 


all the other gameſters. 


The other ſervants of Mr. Pliant's family, 
male and female, were all, except one, ho- 
neſt in the main, and had a better ſenſe of 
their duty to their maſter and miſtreſs in 
other reſpects. But in this caſe they were 
all greatly to blame. It was a culpable, 2s 
well as fooliſh good-nature to a vicious fel- 
tow-fervant, that hindered them from com- 
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plaining of his abuſe of too much indul- 
gence. Thus inſenſibly, and without in- 
tending it, they made themſelves, in ſome 
degree, accomplices in all his guilt. This 
unfaithfulneſs and neglect of ſo plain a 
duty they had ſoon occaſion to repent, when 
being all turned away together from a very 
good ſervice, not one of them eſcaped, in 
the eye of the world, ſome ſhame of Core- 
worm's infamy. | 
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lis intrigue with a houſemaid—Outlines of her 
character in childhood, 


ee ee went on every day from 


bad to worſe. Yet his inconſiderate 


fellow-ſervants ſtill forbore complaining to 
his maſter, being each unwilling to be the 
firſt accuſer, His great idleneſs, and other 
faults, his junketings eſpecially with his 
worthleſs companions, at his maſter's ex- 
pence, were indeed ſo notorious, that it was 
thought not even the continual diſſipation 
and inadvertency of Mr. Pliant could make 
him overlook them. Richard had now 
commenced a criminal connection with Do- 


rothy Graceleſs, one of the houſe-maids, a 
wanton 
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wanton baggage, of a diſpoſition not leſs 
vicious than his own, though diſguiſed with 


greater cunning. 


As the progreſs and completion of the 
crimes of Coreworm were hurried on by his 


intrigue with this abandoned wench, it may 
be proper here to look back to the early part 


of her hiſtory; in which we may trace the 
riſe, and the gradual advances, which final- 
ly led to the moſt fatal extremes of wicked- 


neſs in the other ſex, 


Dorothy owed her birth to the unlawful 
amour of Ann Slammekin, a chambermaid 


at an inn, with Bob Graceleſs, a young and 


handſome trooper, quartered at the houſe. 


Her mother, being married afterwards to 
Crabb the hoſtler, to whom ſhe bore ſeveral 
children, never ſhewed affection, or took 
much concern about this unfortunate child. 
Her huſband, having turned ſmuggler, main- 

| | tained 
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tained her in idleneſs and ſlovenly plenty, 
though in a joyleſs manner, from the dan- 
gers and terrors attendant upon his noctur— | 
nal expeditions. Dolly had, for about five 
or ſix years in her childhood, been put out 
to board under the care of a village ſchool- 
miſtreſs, merely to keep her from being 
troubleſome at home, and out of the ſight 
of her churliſh ſtep-father, who had often 
complimented his beloved ſpouſe with this 
civil addreſs, “ The deuce take thee, 
ſtrumpet, for plaguing me with thy baſtard. 
Keep the whelp out of my way, or thou, 
and all thy litter, ſhall rot in a ditch toge- 
ther,” His obedicnt wife, having occaſion- 
ally ſome command of money, had been able 
hitherto to pay for her board. The girl's 
obſtinate behaviour, and unwillingneſs to 
learn any thing at ſchool, had occaſioned 
many a heavy complaint from her teacher, 
which was always heard, with utter indif- 
ference, by her unnatural parent, Her many 
unto- 
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untoward vixen tricks, even ſuch as were 
moſt offenſive, and betrayed a wicked and 
malicious diſpoſition, only provoked her mo- 
ther's laughter, | 


At length, when ſhe had paſſed her four- 
teenth year, growing more and more unma- 
nageable, ſhe impudently ſpurned at re- 
proaches, or threatnings. Stripes were tried 
in vain; and marks of diſgrace, of every 
fort her miſtreſs could contrive, being be- 
come familiar to her, were alike diſregarded, 
The patience of the ſchool-miſtrets at length 
holding out no longer, ſhe took her home, 
and delivered to her unfeeling mother a full 
and true account of all her bad qualities, her 
idleneſs, lying, and delight in miſchief, but 
eſpecially her pilfering from all the children, 
and herſelf, of which trick, tho' conſtantly 
diſcovered, and ſeverely puniſhed, ſhe could 
never cure her. The wench, in ſhort, was 
grown ſo bad, ſhe would no more be troubled 


with her, 
The 


230 THL in er 


The ſmuggler chanced to be preſent at 
this interview. He had juſt been ſnatching 
a haſty meal, before his nightly excurſion ; 
while Dolly lay ſkulking in a corner, be- 
hind a hog- tub. When the ſchool-miſtreſs 
had done ſpeaking, Crabb ſtamped, and 
thundered out a furious oath, that his houſe 
ſhould be too hot to hold the ſlut, if ever 
ſhe came in his way. Then ſternly bidding 
his domeſtic ſlave at her peril look to it 
he ſlipped on his boots, gave a loud crack 
with his horſewhip, rendered truly terrible 
to his wife, by a menacing frown, and ſig- 
nificant nod, ſallied forth, and rode off upon 
his wretched buſineſs. 'Trembling at the 
wrathful threats of her tyrant huſband, and 
ſadly diſtreſſed what to do with this ungra- 


cious, and deteſted girl, the enraged mother 


ſeized, and dragged her by the hair from her 
lurking place; and from hard words was 
proceeding to blows ; when by a violent jerk 
of her head, and the loſs of a handful of 


hair, 
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hair, the culprit got free, and nimbly took 
to her heels. Out of the houſe ran Doro- 
thy, while her kind parent, not attempting 
to ſtop her, gently cried, “ Go and be 
hang'd, you young toad, go, and let me 
never ſee you more.” — The latter part of 
this tender maternal injunction, the very 
firſt ſhe had ever received, that was perfect- 
ly welcome to her, the dutiful daughter was 
determined for once to reſpect, and reply- 
ing, as gently—* May I be hang'd, if you 
do, you old toad, -was out of fight in an 
inſtant, 


CHAP, 
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C-HA . 


Night adventure in à barn. 


AEEE R wandering till night overtook 

her, ſpent with hunger and wearineſs, 
ſhe took ſhelter in an empty barn ; where 
ſhe had no ſooner cloſed her eyes upon a 
little dirty ſtraw, which ſhe had picked up 
in the yard, when in ruſhed a crowd of hi- 
deous phantoms with a frightful noiſe, 
which the dubious gleam of ſtar-light rend- 
ered really alarming, the elatter of brazen 
pans and kettles, blended with the din of 
diſcordant voices, of many clouted ſhoes. 
upon the floor, loud laughter, and the bray- 
ing of an aſs. Graceleſs in a cold ſweat, 


and 
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and breathleſs with fear, threw herſelf on 
her knees. Preſently the haſty ſparks of a 
flint and ſteel, and ſoon a lighted Janthorn 
redoubled her horrors, diſcovering a medley 
of figures, juſt then tremendous indeed to 
her ſcared imagination, though familiar 
enough to thoſe who live in the country, 
the ſooty houſehold, and equipage of a tra- 
velling tinker. Dolly was terrified out of 
her ſenſes at this ſudden apparition, the 
ſight of theſe black hobgoblins, and the 
huge hairy monſter, which getting fight of 
the ſtraw, ran in haſte, advancing what 
ſeemed his broad horns, and ready as ſhe 
thought to devour her, Her ſcreams brought 
all the ſwarthy tribe at once flocking toge- 
ther around her. They enjoyed her terrors 


tor a while with rude mirth, till impatient 
for ſupper, the tinker's wife ſquatted down 
upon the floor, and opening her wallet, 
ſtored with bread and cheeſe and broken 
meat, her huſband ſwung from his ſhoulder 

a large 
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a large leathern bottle of beer, and ſat down 
by her ſide, with their three children. 


Dolly peeping wiſhfully over their ſhoul- 
ders, ſoon got the better of her fears, and 
whining out her petition for a morſel of 
bread, was heartily welcomed to a ſhare of 
their coarſe but plentifu] meal. Being now 
at leiſure to examine their gueſt, who was 
rather tall of her age, and not uncomely, 
and though a flattern, and bareheaded, with 
diſhevelled hair, not ſhabbily dreſſed like a 
common tramper ; they got from her in 
anſwer to their queſtions, a lamentable tale 
of a cruel father-in-law, and unnatural mo- 
ther. Her ſtory obtained credit with the 
| tinker, who cried—* Aye, your father is a 
rude ruffian, ſure enough, Crabb is a ſour 
dog, I know him full well.“ What 
Crabb, the hoſtler of the black ſwan, ſaid 
the wife, that married Nan the chamber- 
- maid, that had a baſtard by Captain Grace- 
leſs 2? 
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leſs ?*—< I am Graceleſs, ſaid the girl.— 
„That thou art, I'll be ſworn, quoth the 
gentle trull, and as like thy true father as 
two peas, Why, wench, he is now made 
an officer, a quarter-maſter of a troop of 
dragoons, that at this time lies in the town, 
where we are going to-morrow, about ten 
miles off; and you ſhall trudge it with us.” 
— Here the woman, whoſe ſhape, unencum— 
bered with ſtays, but not ungraceful, and 
teaturcs too, a little encumbered, but nat 
with paint, ſtill plainly ſhewed ſhe had once 
been handſome, added with a figh, and wip- 
ing off a tear, —** Thy father, child, has 
been a ſorry wretch, alas! to many a poor 
deluded girl. He is a ſad wicked man till; 
that's the truth on't—but he is a good-na- 
tured ſoul, for all that. He fhall do ſome- 
thing for thee, Get up, Bob, and kiſs thy 
ſiſter,” This ſhe ſaid to the ftouteſt of the 
three boys, whoſe impudent face bore indeed 
a brotherly likeneſs to the girl's, and who 
Was 
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was ſmartly dreſſed in the red and blue 
turned coat of a drummer, Tho' at a loſs 
what to think of this ſtrange relationſhip, 
Dolly gladly joined in the march with this 
motley tribe the next day; and when weari- 
ed with the length of way, was in her turn 
lifted up by her courteous brother aſtride the 
back of the Jong-eared monſter, which had 
terrified her in the night. The march was 
often enlivened with wild attempts at a 
martial tune upon the fife, by the young 
candidate for the honour of a drum: ſtick. 
With many ſtops in their way of buſineſs, 
at every village they paſled, they reached 
their journey's end early in the afternoon. 
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HAP. XII. 


Dolly is introduced to her father, and by him to 
the ſervice of a baker, 


HE quarter-maſter fretting at a freſh 

remembrancer of his paſt miſdeeds, in- 
troduced to him by the tinker's wife, began 
at firſt to curſe and ſwear a little, till ſtruck 
with the ſuppoſed reſemblance abovemen- 
tioned, he pauſed and pondered a while, 
ſurveying the girl attentively. Conſcious 
guilt, and conviction of the truth, from the 
anſwers he received to the ſeveral queſtions 
he put to his daughter, made him ſuddenly 
alter his note, He pave a guinea to the 


Com- 
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compaſſionate Trapes, whoſe diſintereſted 
concern for a fellow-creature in diſtreſs, 
gave certain indication of a ſoul that de- 
ſerved a better fortune, Even in his ex- 
tremely vicious character a ſhort fit of gene- 
roſity and pity was ſometimes viſible. To 
the guinea, therefore, upon ſecond thoughts, 
he added about a dozen ſhillings more. 
Having drained his pockets of all the money 
he could then command, he bade the wo- 
man lay it out properly in getting a little 
neceſſary change of apparel for the girl, and 
call upon him again with her, when it was 
ready, and the ſlut was put into a tidier 


trim. 


In the mean time, hearing that Wecvil 
the baker, who ſerved his troop with bread, 
was in want of ſuch a girl, he found it no hard 
matter to perſuade the man to take her into 
his ſervice, at very low wages. Having thus 


got her off his hands, he never ſaw, or 
thought 
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thought of her more. His courſe of wick- 
edneſs was ſoon after cut ſhort in a duel, 
having provoked a brother officer to chal- 
Jenge him for an infamous attempt to raviſh 
his wife, whom he had contrived, by ſtrata- 
gem, to intoxicate. His daughter heard 
the report of his death with extreme uncon= 
cern, All his perſonal effects, amounting, 
with his pay and arrears, to about fifty 
pounds, he lived juſt long enough to be- 
queath to the kind hearted trull. 


Dolly rejoiced mightily at the eaſy ſervice 
of attendance, in a baker's ſhop ; for there 
the ſilly wench fancied ſhe ſhould have little 
elſe to do, but to cat all day long. She was 
{trangely miſtaken in her reckoning, Mrs. 
Weevil was nice to excels in point of clean- 
lineſs, and moreover a notable ſhrew ; her 
maſter, of a temper not ſweeter than her 
ſtep-father Crabb's. Her drudgery was al- 


moſt without intermiſſion from five in the 


morning 
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morning till nine at night. Rough words 
at firft, and next a cuff, and laſtly a ſmart 
horſe-whipping, were the conſequence of 
loitering, fluttiſhneſs, or other faults for 
the firſt twelvemonth. Her little pilferings 
of raiſins, currants, apples, &c. from pud- 
dings and pies ſent to the oven by the neigh- 
bours, brought many a complaint from 
them, and many a ſore puniſhment upon 


Dolly. 


Being led, at length, by ſhrewd obſerva- 
tion, into many fraudulent tricks in the art 
and myſtery of baking, practiſed by her maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs, ſhe flily dropped hints of 
her diſcovery, which ſtopped many a blow, 
that was coming down heavily upon her 
ſhoulders. This produced a certain change 
of behaviour in the baker and his wife. 
Weevil found it expedient to treat her with 
ſomewhat leſs ſeverity, to wink ſometimes 
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at her negligence and miſdemeanour, and to 
win her over to his intereſt, by a promiſe 
of railing her wages, if ſhe would mend her 
manners. 


Two other years ſhe made a ſhift to get 
through in this ſervice, with encreaſing pro- 
ficiency in the arts of deceit and cunning, 
and the ſame inſolence on her part, frequent 
bickerings with her miſtreſs, and great diſ- 
ſatisfaction of her maſter, who found his 
cuſtomers by his own and her bad practiſes, 
forſaking his ſhop one by one. This at 
Jength opened the eyes of Weevil, and made 
him reſolve, by a better counterfeited maſk 
of honeſty, to retrieve his credit, a point, 
which all his cunning could never after ac- 
compliſh. He was, however, glad to ſeize 
the firſt opportunity that preſented itſelf, of 
getting rid of this domeſtic plague upon 
friendly terms. 


M CHAP, 
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CHAT. ALIV. 


Rifes to preferment through unworthineſs. 


Houſe-maid's place was vacant in a 4 

gentleman's family, which Weevil | 
ſerved with bread, at a ſmall diſtance from the 
own. The unworthy girl he propoſed to 
ſhift off his hands into this place. It was the 
houſe where Coreworm ſerved as an under- 8 
cardener. Application had been made to the ; 
baker, by Mrs. Pliant's houſe-keeper, to in- 1 
guire for a decent ſervant to ſupply that va- I 
cancy, which he had promiſed to do. In 
telling Dolly he had this place in view for 
her, where the would have more wages and 
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behaviour on both ſides might now be for- 
got. He engaged upon certain conditions, 
to give her a good character. He made her 
ſenſible it would be her intereſt to do him 
the ſame kind office, then bade his wiſe in- 
ſtruct the girl in the duties of a ſtation ſhe 
had once filled herſelf, The miſtreſs ac- 
cordingly took ſome pains in giving Grace- 
leſs a proper notion of the manner of con- 
ducting herſelf in the ſervice of a gentle— 


S 


woman, and in a family fo different from 
what ſhe had hitherto ſeen. The baker's 
recommendation being approved, and the 
girl's perſonal appearance correſponding 
with a written teſtimony in her favour from 
her miſtreſs, and the more flattering account 
ſhe gave of her own abilities, ſhe was im- 
mediately hired by the lady. 


Her fidelity being from theſe deluſive re- 
ports in her favour unqueſtioned by Mrs, 


Pliant, the two chief points ſhe at preſent 
M 2 in- 
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znſiſted on, were diligence and cleanlineſs. 
With reſpect to theſe at leaſt, Dorothy, for 
above three years had been forced into cer- 
tain habits, which now were of eſſential ſer- 
vice to her, In early riſing ſhe exceeded 
expectation, This indeed ſhe had all her 
zife been accuſtomed to; which, together 
«with a new detire to pleaſe, and great bodily 
!trength, enabled her to diſpatch her buſineſs 
much quicker than it ever had been done 
by her predeceſſor. She obtained by theſe 
means the lady's good opinion, who was 
pleaſed to ſee the ſtairs, parlour, and 
dining-room, clean and in order ſome hours 
ſooner than they were wont to be; ſo that 
to encourage her to perſevere in meriting 
her favour, a promiſe was made of higher 
Wages, according to her deſerts, at the end 
of the firſt half year, 


Reſolved not to fall from theſe hopes, ſhe. 


found great diſſimulation and cunning ne- 


ceſſary 
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ecſſary to prevent a diſcovery of her real 
character, She appeared particularly atten- 
tive to two pretty children of her miſtreſs, 
pretending to be very fond of them, Thus 
ſhe crept into her lady's favour to that de- 
grce, that Dolly's apparent good qualiſica- 
tions were often more noticed by Mrs, Plant 
than the real ones of the more deſerving 
fervants. 


CHAP. 


2.46 THE LEFFR OF 


CHAT. XV. 


Gets triumphantly out of a ſad ſcrape through 


N 
cunning and inipudence, 1 
8 


E R acquaintance with Coreworm, 

which ſoon grew into extreme famili- 
arity, and a fatal connection, led her into a 
ſad ſcrape, an act of thievery, that ſeemed 
| to threaten her utter diſgrace, out of which 
| her impudence and quick contrivance too 
ſucceſsfully delivered her. At Richard's 
inſtigation, ſhe had ſtolen an expenſive trin- 
ket from the elder child, a careleſs boy, who 
accuſed his ſiſter of taking it: the younger, 
2 ſhrewd little girl, ſuſpecting Dolly, as ſhe 


| had obſerved her to admire it greatly, went 
4 _  ooftly 
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ſoftly up to the garret, and peeping into het 
dox, found the trinket there ſure enough; 
and there ſhe left it, and ran directly to her 
mamma, with her ſtrange ſtory, Dolly 
chancing to be near, overheard her, and took 
her meaſures accordingly. She got ready 
in time to anſwer her lady's bell, and to 
face, with an undaunted air, her ſummons 
to a moſt horrible accuſation,—** T.aud ? 
ma'am, how could the dear little ſweet crea- 
ture think me capable of ſo much wicked- 
neſs, I beg my box may be ſearched imme- 
diately,” It was done. No trinket there, 
“ Look ye there now |! poor little thing 
I'm ſorry ſhe ſhould up, and tell ſuch a ter- 
rible fib— Oh fye, Miſs, I vow, I quite, 
quite bluſh again, to think of your telling 
ſuch a paw ftory.—-Þl be further if the 
pretty dear has not dropp'd it ſomewhere 
upon the long gravel walk, where I ſaw her 
playing with it this very morning.” 

M 4 en 


Fay 
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The other ſervants were diſpatched for 
the ſearch, and ſoon found it lying, where 
her ſtout arm had ſkimmed it, at a conſider- 
able diſtance from the garret window, and 
but little bruiſed, by its fall upon the turf, 
near the edge of the walk, The child, con- 
founded and out of her wits, was made to 
aſs Dolly's pardon, after repeating a long 
prayer to God againſt lying and flandering. 
With much ado, many wry faces, and an 
aching heart, the little girl did as ſhe was 
bid, while Graceleſs, with a crocodile's 
tear, kneeling down by her, flily pinching 
and kiſſing her at the ſame time, begg'd her 
miſtreſs to forgive and forget the ſtrange 
miſtake of her ſweet pretty darling. 


The ſucceſs of Dorothy upon this trying 
occaſion was compleat, and eſtabliſhed her 
the more in her Jady's good graces. But 
alas! it deceived her with falſe hopes of 
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going on ſtill in her wicked practices, with- 
out diſcovery, Better had it been for her, 
poor wretch ! if a timely detection had then 
expoſed her guilt, and ſaved her from the 
increaſing load of infamy and miſery, ſhe 


was deſtined ſhortly to bear. 


CHAP, 
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CHE AP. XVI. 
facreaſe of villainy—deteftion—=impriſonment. 


OREWORM, to whom it was at firſt 
no difficult undertaking to ſeduce the 
chaſtity of Graceleſs, found it very eaſy, 
after that, to enticeher to become his accom- 


plice in the execution of his groſſeſt acts of 


villainy. The crimes of diſhoneſty, which he. 


had firſt ventured to practice in ſecret, had 


brought but trifling, and ſcarcely perceptible 


injuryto the propertyof his indulgent maſter, 


They were chicfly confined to ſuch articles. 


in the garden, as it was leaſt probable the 
upper gardenet would miſs. But now a 


wider field was opening for the exerciſe of his. 


knavery. 
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With the receiver of theſe petty thefts he 
had contracted an intimate acquaintance. 
Who ſhould this worthy new aſſociate be, 
but the already celebrated Mr. Crabb? He 
had been diſabled by the Jols of a leg in one of 
his nightly adventures from purſuing them 
any longer. He had buried his wife, and all 
the children ſhe had brought him, ſince their 
marriage, with morethanbare ſuſpicion of foul 
play ; and was now, in ſecond nuptials, wed- 
ded toa like paragon of decency, who kept a 
brothel and tippling-houſe at the neighbour- 
ing county-town, whither Coreworm was 
occaſionally ſent on meſſages. This unhorſed. 
knight-errant took Richard aſide one day, 
and aſſuming an air of grave importance, 
with many a myſtical wink, informed him, 
in a whiſper, that“ he had now become a 
practitioner of greater conſequence, in the 
black art and ſcience of conveyancing 
that, in ſhort, all articles of ſmall bulk, but 
no ſmall value, which might chance to find 


their 
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their way into the pockets of Coreworm, he 
would receive, and pay for, in ready money; 
as he had diſcovered .a ſafe and ſecret me- 
thod to diſpoſe of them to a rich jew-mer- 
chant of his acquaintance Mr. Judas Decoy, 
a great man indeed, a travelling haberdaſher 
of {mall wares. 


This alone was wanting to advance the 
progreſs of Richard's crimes, the.completion 
of which, and his final deſtruction, were 
hurried on by his intrigue with Dolly Grace- 
| Jeſs. Finding he had got her with child, 
they formed tneir plan together of decamp- 
ing ſoon, without the ceremony of taking 
leave, but not empty handed, Many and 
various were the articles, which Coreworm's 
own light-fingered dexterity conveyed away. 
But through the hands of Dorothy, who let 
ilip no convenient opportunity of pilfering 
more lily, they vaniſhed as it were by 
witchcraft, Great was the outcry in the 

family ; 
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family; of the butler, miſſing ſome ſmall 


articles of plate, of the children, complaining 
of the loſs of their trinkets, of every ſervant 
of the houſe expreſſing their wonder at the 
ſuddendiſappearanceof ſilver buckles, buttons 
and thimbles, ſciſſars, ſeals, and pen-knives. 


The general alarm was ſoon caught by their 


maſter and miſtreſs, whoſe ſilk ſtockings and 


handkerchiefs, eambricks, laces, and other 
things of value, were fought for in vain, 
T he laſt mentioned were the feats of Grace- 
teſs, without whole inſtigation, and vehe- 
ment haſte to be gone, the villainy of Core- 
worm would not have driven him ſo ſoon to 
ſuch daring extremities. Dark. ſuſpicion, 
unable to fix upon its proper object, with 
any circumſtance of proof, kept all the fa- 
mily in confuſion and diſturbance, A ge- 
neral ſweep of all the ſervants at once was 
reſolved upon, and: ſoon afterwards took 
place, notwithſtanding the detection of 
Richard and Dorothy; as it wes found they 


Were 
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were every one, more or leſs, privy to ſome 


part of their miſbehaviour. They were all 
indeed infected with an itch of gaming, 
which they had caught from their ſuperiors; 
and that diſeaſe alone is generally ſufficient 
to deaden all ſenſe of duty, and deſtroy all. 
regularity of conduct. 


The crimes of the profligate and aban- 
doned pair could not poſſibly have long. 
eſcaped diſcovery at home. But it was from 
another quarter, which was not ſuſpected, 
that it fell, with ſudden and reſiſtleſs evi- 
dence, on Coreworm. One of his gambling 


companions,. having loſt all his money to 


him at cards, was confident he had detected 


Richard in a notorious act of cheating at 


play. The gulled and loſing gameſter, with 
great paſſion and clamour, accuſed him of 
foul play upon the ſpot, and was proceed= 
ing to prove it, when Coreworm, who was 
much the ſtouter fellow of the two, had im- 


mediate 
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mediate recourſe to ſuch irreſiſtible counter- 
proof of his innocence, as is commonly uſed 
by a ſharper, who knows himſelf an over- 
match every way for his antagoniſt, He fel] 
upon the man in ſuch fury, with kicks and 
fiſty cuffs, that the wretch, ſore bruiſed, and 
terrified out of his ſenſes, cried out for mercy,, 
and promiſed never again to queſtion Dick's 
fair play. Vowing vengeance in his heart 
againſt the ruffian, who had thus robbed, 
and infamouſly mauled him, he after this 
narrowly watched every motion of Core- 


Worm. 


An opportunity ſoon preſented itſelf for a 
fatal revenge, It was at their next rout, or 
card aſſembly, that met in the kitchen of 
one of the gentry, who were then viſit- 
ing Mrs. Pliant's drawing-room, for the 
ſame gentee] purpoſes, of diicountenanc= 
ing all rational purſuit, or converſa- 
tion, of killing time, and picking pockets, 
Lhe liveried maſter of this revel had, 


it 
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it ſeems, alike been tricked, and bore the 
ſame ill will to Richard. Juſt as this truly 
faſhionable circle was breaking up, and the 
party-coloured gentry were diſperſing to 
their ſeveral homes, the fellow who had been 
cheated and drubbed to boot, and had his 
eye continually upon Coreworm, obſerved 
him lily lip into his pocket a couple of fil- 
ver ſpoons, that had been careleſsly left upon 
the dreſſer. Chuckling heartily in his ſleeve 
at this diſcovery, he waited the departure of 
the reſt of the company, to reveal it to his 
fellow-ſufferer, whoſe maſter's property their 
plunderer had that moment ſtolen. He 
might have accuſed the villain. before them 
all, and. eaſily ſeized him upon the fact, or 
he might have joined with his companion in 
the purſuit, and recovered the ſpoons, But 
being both arrant cowards,. and. as ſuch, of 
courſe moſt treacherouſly revengeful, they 
agreed it would ſerve their purpoſe beſt to let 
him 


RICHARD COREWORM. 257 


him eſcape that night, and get him appre- 


hended early the next morning. 


When the butler who had attended his 
maſter, was returned with him, they were 
informed by the footman of the robbery. As 
the Gentleman was a juſtice of peace, he 
drew up inſtantly a warrant for the appre- 
henſion of the thief, and ſent it very early 
the next day, by a ſtout conſtable, accom- 
panied by the butler and footman. They 
found Coreworm in the ſtable-yard, juſt go- 
| ing to mount a horſe, on which he was ac- 
tually preparing to fly the country. They 
| ſeized, they pinioned, they ſearched him 
thoroughly, and beſides the filver ſpoons, 
they found upon him a diamond buckle of 
Mrs. Pliant, which had lately been ſtolen, 
and conveyed to him by the houſemaid, 
While they were buſy at his pockets, he diſ- 
engaged his arms by a ſudden wrench, broke 


the ſootman's jaw with his fiſt, beat out four 
ot 
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of his teeth, and was proceeding to make a 
furious reſiſtance, when a blow from behind 
of the conſtable's bludgeon brought him to 
the ground, and compelled him to ſubmit, 
They bound him more effectually, and 
dragged him to priſon, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Fe is viſited in priſan by a truly reverend man. 


8 O ME days after Coreworm had been 
conveyed to priſon, he was viſited by 

the good clergyman, whoſe early endeavours 
to reclaim him from his evil courſes, and 
convert him to good, Richard had requited 
fo ungratefully. Upon entering the priſon, 
Mr. Beſt was informed the poor wretch was 
cloſe confined, and lay chained to the loop. 
of his cell, for engaging, the next day after 
his commitment, at the head of a conſpiracy 
with other felons, to murder the turnkey 
and keeper, and effect a genera] releaſe, 
Being conducted to the door of the dun- 
geon, the tender-hearted man faintly pro- 
nounced 


| 
| 
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nounced his name, — © Ah! Richard, 


again I am come” —Coreworm raiſed his 
head, with a wild ſtare. His revcrend vi- 


ſitant beholding him, with filent compaſſion, 


could not refrain a guſhing tear at the 
ſhocking ſpectacle. Richard groaning in- 
wardly, uttered a few indiſtinQ halt ſenten- 
ces. Pray, good charitable gentleman, help 
me—ſave me—ſpeak for me—oh! ſave me 
from the gallows,”--was the ſubſtance of 
them. | 


As the clergyman, ſhaking his head, with 
the deepeſt concern viſible in his counte- 
nance, and eyes rivetted on Coreworm's, 
only repeated, in a low voice, his laſt word 
—the gallows ?--Is there no hope then? 
ſaid the deſpairing wretch,—* Alas, un- 
happy youth, replied his forſaken guide, it 
were a fin to flatter thee with vain hope. 
Thou muſt die now for thy crimes, ' hey 
are fo many, and will be ſo clearly proved 


at thy trial, that no mercy canſt thou ex- 
pet 
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pect from man. All I am now come to 
turn thy mind to, is a ſincere contrition and 
repentance of them, to bring thee to ſpend 
the tew ſhort days thou haſt to live in hum- 
bly imploring thy Maker's forgiveneſs of 
the wicked, impious life thou haſt led, be- 
ſeeching him to put it in thy power to be- 
come more properly ſenſible of thy groſs of- 
fences againft earth and heaven, than thou 
appeareſt likely to be, without a miracle. 
May that God, who alone can fave thee from 
a far worſe doom, than that thou dreadeſt, 
teach thee the true and only way to gain 
his mercy after death.“ Pſhaw, ſtuff ! 
grumbled forth the miſerable miſcreant, and 
threw his head haſtily back upon the rug, 
that was laid to ſupport it.—““ Think, oh 
think (without obſerving him, proceeded 


his reverend adviſer) on the terrible puniſh- 
ment thou haſt deſerved from God, for thy 
wilful tranſgreſſion of his laws. How often 
haſt thou heard at church, at that ſchool, to 

which 
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which I ſent thee, of that awful Being, whoſe 


all-feeing eye thou canſt no where eſcape, 
whoſe dreadful] judgment is ſure to overtake 
the unrepenting finner, and condemn him to 
everlaſting fire, or in other words, to hope- 
leſs ages of unutterable pain and miſery in 
hell. It is from this moſt deſervedly dread- 
ed extreme of wretchedneſs, I am come now 
to do my utmoſt endeavour to preſerve thee. 
Repent thee heartily then of all thy ſinful 
courſes, and as a firſt proof of the ſincerity 
of thy repentance, begin by a free and full 


confeſſion of thy crimes,” 


Here Coreworm, rattling his chains, his 
ſunk eyes flaſhing with rage, raiſed up his 
head once more, and with a furious excla- 
mation, cut the pious gentleman's exhorta- 
tion ſhort. Of all the words he had ſpoken 
the laſt alone had obtained the ſlighteſt at- 
tention from the abandoned eaitiff. + Con- 
feſſion ! he cried, by fits and ſtarts, —W hat! 
confeſs my crimes ?—confeſs, and take my 

death 
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which I ſent thee, of that awful Being, whoſe | 
all-ſeeing eye thou canſt no where eſcape, 
whoſe dreadful judgment is ſure to overtake 
the unrepenting ſinner, and condemn him to 
everlaſting fire, or in other words, to hope- 
leſs ages of unutterable pain and miſery in 
hell. It is from this moſt deſervedly dread- 
ed extreme of wretchedneſs, I am come now 
to do my utmoſt endeavour to preſerve thee. 
Repent thee heartily then of all thy ſinful 
courſes, and as a firſt proof of the ſincerity 


of thy repentance, begin by a ſree and full 
confeſſion of thy crimes," 


Here Coreworm, rattling his chains, his 
ſunk eyes flaſhing with raze, raiſed up his 
head once more, and with a furious excla— 
mation, cut the pious gentleman's exhorta- 
tion ſhort. Of all the words he had ſpoken 
the laſt alone had obtained the ſlighteſt at- 
tention from the abandoned enitiff. Con- 
feſſion! he cried, by fits and ſtarts, — What! | 
confeſs my crimes !—confeſs, and take my 

death 
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death like a me wether ?—confeſs, and 
hang myſelf? Is that your wite counſel, 
and le hang d to you? Who'd be fool then? 
—No-You hall hang me yourſelf, If I do 
Who ſent you hither, you old dotard, to 
trick me out of my life? Could I but get 
at you, I would not be hang'd for no- 
thing *—roared the reprobate, ſtruggling in 
his fetters : then ſinking down again upon 
his rug, he muttered, after a moment's 
pauſe—-** What a plague could the parſon 
come here for ? to make my dying ſpeech ? 
or to bury me alive? - No poor diſtrac- 
ted youth, he was meekly anſwered, I came, 
in pity to relieve, to comfort, to ſupport thy 
ſoul, I came to prepare it to ſue for mercy 
at the throne of God, I] came to lead thy 
hard heart to repentance.” “ Repentance! 
cried Dick, time enough tor that when I am 
condemned to die—'Tis you are hard-heart- 
ed, | think, to come here, and din my ears 
with your rigmeroll tuff that I don't under- 
and, nor you neither, teazing me to death 

before 
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before my time,” Horror at the utter in- 
ſenſibility of Coreworm to all moral or re- 
ligious principle, ſealed the lips of the ve- 
nerable man. He ſtood a moment as one 
thunderſtruck : then ſighing deeply, in de- 
ſpair of making the leaſt good impreſſion 
upon the mind of ſuch a wretch, he filently 
withdrew, 


CHAP, 
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Coreworm®s trial=condemnation—=untimely death 


of Craceleſs. 


UT few weeks paſſed from the ſeizure 

of Coreworm before the aſſizes for the 
county were held, and the criminal was 
brought to his trial. During his impriſon- 
ment, his maſter and miſtreſs, who upon his 
2pprehenſion, were immediately rouſed from 
their former inadvertency, to a cloſer in- 
ſpection into every part of their domeſtic 
ceconomy, were every day diſcovering ſome 
irc{h crime, which he had committed, ſome 
unſuſpected pillage of their property, which 
beginning from the garden, cellar, and pan- 


N try, 
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try, had proceeded to invade their wardrobe, 


{1dcboard, and every part of the houſe. 


Mrs, Pliant's eyes were now opencd, and 
turned upon the houſemaid, who had taken 
advantage of her long inattention to her ſa- 
mily concerns, by cunning and hypocriſy, 
to creep into her good graces. The conſe— 
quences of Dorothy's cuilty connection with 
Richard were indeed becoming daily more 
and more viſible. The unhappy girl was 
duly brought to a ſtrict examination, She 
began at firſt to deny it, not greatly caſt 
down, for a few minutes, nor bereft of her 
uſual impudence, till terrified by a peremp=- 
tory look from her miſtreſs, and her men- 
tion at once of fore ſtriking circumſtances, 
which wade her guilt with Coreworm, and 
her acts of diſhoneſty notorious, beyond all 


doubt, ſhe ſuddenly turned faint, pale, 


ct e21bied exceedingly, fell down upon her 
11002, peechleſs, but ſobbing bitterly, and 
hiding 


wu 10 — mw 


LITE 


ib, 
7 270 


1 


o "4 \ f by * 1 n = N 76 1» 7 
a * 5 9 „ * 
J 1.85 8 . < 


I "ke! 
% 0 


1 


1 | = oy | i 1 
pt 
65 


Ih 


; 


_—_ 
— 
— ** 


— 


0108 =_ 
UNE 


jj 


* 
l' 
| l 


| 


\ 


| 


|; 


li 

h 

10 
6 


I 1.1 
. 


| 
i 


Yh 


ul 


| 


3 

* o 

A * 
1 
* 
—_— 


9 ' 
— 


yi 


2D 
—— == 
— 
—— * 
—— — 


Wie 11 0 1 l | 


— \ * * 
n n 
— \ - 

— 


N 
„ 


"MM 


_ 
U 
j 


14% 
al 


| 
ny 


— 
by & = q 
| * 4 \ . 
— 
— — 


OL] 
16 "I 

vl 0 

BILL 
1 


* 
, 
*t 
gi 


8 
9 


= 

N 
,' Jie 
„8. 


! * 
— 


RICHARD COREWORM. 267 


hiding her face with both her hands, while 


the tears trickled faſt through her fingers. 


At length, without riſing from the ground, 
or changing her polture, ſhe made an in- 
diſtin confeſhon of ſome particulars of her 
crimes, as ſhe now plainly ſaw the moſt un- 
deniable proof of guilt was ready to be pro- 
duced againft her, —Þy this confeſſion it ap- 
peared, that the wicked habits, which Grace- 
leſs had contracted in her very childhood, 
and never long foreborn, had here broken out 
at firſt, like thoſe of Coreworm, in petty 
pilferings, ſuch as ſtealing tea or ſugar, coffee, 
or chocolate, as opportunities offered, when 
entruſted with keys to fetch any article of 
that ſort. But of all the other thefts ſhe had 
committed, that of the diamond buckle par- 
ticularly, which had been found upon Rich- 
ard, ihe laid the blame principally upon him, 
who having once ruined her, had the power, 
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after that, of making her do whatever he 
pleaſed, 


Being detected upon the cleareſt teſtimo- 
ny, as an accomplice in an act of felony, 
the mercy of Mr, Pliant and his Lady in 
vain interpoſed to fave her from being ap- 
prehended, and caſt into priſon, ſome days 
before the trial of Coreworm, For the pur- 
pole, however, of preſerving her life, upon 
this occaſion at leaſt, ſhe was admitted to 
turn evidence againſt her ſuppoſed ſeducer ; 
her ſituation, truly pitiable in one reſpec, 
pleading ftrongly in her behalf. When 
brought face to face againſt him at the bar, 
the was thrown into great confuſton for 

ſome minutes. Upon being addreſſed by the 
\ counſel for the proſecution, her whole frame 
was convulſed, her colour went and came, 
her voice gave no diſtinct utterance : but 
the queſtions being diſcreetly repeated, and 


with leis ſharpneſs, ſhe at length recovered 
her 
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her ſpeech, with ſome degree of fortitude, 
and delivered to the court her teſtimony. 
avainſt Coreworm, in ſo full a man- 
ner as alone was ſufficient to convince the 
jury of his having actually committed the 
groſſeſt of the acts of villainy, of which he 
ſtood accuſed. The charges brought againſt 
the culprit receiving additional confirmation 
from other evidence, were ſo completely 
proved, that the judge, in ſumming up the 
ſubſtance of what had ſeverally been depoſed 
againſt him, declared him manifeſtly con- 
yicted, and the jury, without withdrawing 
out of court, gave in their verdict Guzlty. - 


Before the truly venerable judge proceed- 
ed to pronounce the dreaded ſentence, he 
addreſſed the criminal in a very affecting 
manner, with ſentiments moſt properly 
adapted to ſink deep into the minds of the 
crowded auditory; and nearly to the fol- 
lowing purport, — << Richard Coreworm, 
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you ſtand convicted of various acts of felo- 
ny; for which the laws of the land have 
juſtly decreed that you muſt ſuffer death by 
the hands of the public executioner. Hein- 
ous and deteſtable as your particular crimes 
have been, in one inſtance eſpecially, as 
they are rendered blacker by your ingrati— 
tude to a moſt generous and too indulgent 
maſter ; upon yourſelf, poor wretch, I can- 
not help looking with a degree of compaſ- 
ſon, mingled with unuſual horror, Your 
extreme averſion from all good principles, 
and obſtinate bias to all kinds of evil, the 
utter diſregard of divine and human juſtice, 
which your whole conduct manifeſtly be- 
trays, are ſuch as I have ſeldom ſeen, They 
convince me, alas! that it is neceſſary now 
vou ſhould feel the ſevereſt vengeance of 
thoſe laws upon which you have thus inſo- 
lently trampled, It would be no leſs cruelty 
to yourſelf than injuſtice to the public to 
grant longer life to ſo hardened a crimi- 


nal 
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nal as you, to ſpare an incorrigible offender, 
whoſe black catalogue of crimes would be 
only ſwelling continually, with aggravated 
guilt, from bad to worſe. I am therefore 
compelled to repeat that the utmoſt rigour of 
your ſentence will infallibly take place. You 
have utterly cut yourſelf off, as well by the 
atrociouſneſs of your former offences, as by 
your late murtherous purpoſe in priſon, from 
the ſlighteſt hope, or even bare poſſibility of 
a reprieve. You have haſtened your miſer- 
able doom, and rendered more grievous the 
horrors of a jail, by the deſperate attempt 
you have made againſt the life of your keep- 
ers. Though bitter indeed is the portion of 
wretchedneſs you have yet to endure in this 
life, be aſſured it will be very ſhort. You 
have only three days to live, Heaven grant 
that ſome unexpected grace, or miraculous 
diſplay of a merciful Providence, may now 
reach your hitherto inſenſible heart; if the 
bottomleſs abyſs of hell, which you have 


N 4 now 
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now full in your view, ordained by Divine 
Juſtice to receive all preſumptuous ſinners, 
does not yet incline you to repentance. May 
God enable you, by a right uſe of a few 
precious moments, to avert or mitigate the 
ſeverity of a far more dreadful condemna- 
tion than that which, with great gricf of 
heart, I am now compelled to pronounce 
againſt you.” He pauſed about two mi- 
nutes, ſtruggling with viſible emotions of 
pity, which always, upon ſuch occaſions, 
peculiarly diſtinguiſhed the excellent man, 
Then ſlowly, in a folemn tone, at which the 
blood of all the aſſembled hearers was chilled 
with awe, he delivered the ſentence of death, 
by execution at the gallows. 


Coreworm convulſed with horror, at the 
inſtant, yet ſeeming more dead than alive, 
muttered inwardly, with intermingled 
groans, in a voice hardly articulate, ſome- 


thing that ſounded like execrations againſt 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, thejudge, thejury, and the witneſſes, 
eſpecially againſt Dorothy. While the at- 
tendant conſtables were preparing to con- 
duct him back to priſon, a ſudden ſtop was 
made, and the eyes of the whole court were 
turned to a motion of his kind and compaſ- 
ſionate maſter, Mr, Pliant had been pre- 
ſent during the whole trial, and been ad- 
mitted to a ſeat upon the ſame bench with 
the counſellors. He now roſe, and requeſ- 
ted permiſſion to addreſs a few words to the 


Judge, who with great attention bent for- 


ward to hear him. He inquired, with a 
look and expreſſions of moſt earneſt entrea- 
ty, while the compaſſionate drops ſtole ſoftly 


_ down his cheek, whether the entire and ab- 


ſolute forgiveneſs of the priſoner, by the 
perſon principally injured, and his moſt fer- 
vent petition in his behalf, together with 
the conſideration that this was the very firſt 
oftence, for which the poor ignorant wretch 
had been brought to a trial, might not be 


N 5 deemed 
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God enable you, by a right uſe of a few 
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tion than that which, with ereat gricf of 
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peculiarly diſtinguiſhed the excellent man, 
Then ſlowly, in a ſolemn tone, at which the 
blood of all the aſſembled hearers was chilled 
with awe, he delivered the ſentence of death, 
by execution at the gallows. 


Coreworm convulſed with horror, at the 
inſtant, yet ſeeming more dead than alive, 
muttered inwardly, with intermingled 
groans, in a voice hardly articulate, ſome- 


thing that ſounded like execrations againſt 
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himſelf, the judge, the jury, and the witneſſes, 
eſpecially againſt Dorothy. While the at- 
tendant conſtables were preparing to con- 
duct him back to priſon, a ſudden ſtop was 
made, and the eyes of the whole court were 
turned to a motion of his kind and compaſ- 
ſionate maſter. Mr, Pliant had been pre- 
ſent during the whole trial, and been ad- 

iitted to a ſeat upon the ſame bench with 
the counſellors. He now roſe, and requeſ- 
ted permiſſion to addreſs a few words to the 
Judge, who with great attention bent for- 
ward to hear him. He inquired, with a 
look and expreſſions of moſt earneſt entrea- 
ty, while the compaſſionate drops ſtole ſoftly 
down his cheek, whether the entire and ab- 
ſolute forgiveneſs of the priſoner, by the 
perſon principally injured, and his moſt fer- 


vent petition in his behalf, together with 


the conſideration that this was the very firſt 


oftence, for which the poor ignorant wretch 


had been brought to a trial, might not be 
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deemet a ſufficient plea for his recommenda- 
tion to mercy, for a mitigation at leaſt of his 
puniſhment, and the ſparing of his life. 
The judge replied to Mr, Pliant, at firſt 
in a lower tone You are not aware, good 
Sir, that Compaſſion itſelf here pleads 
againſt you, To ſpare the life of ſuch a 
wretch, indeed, would not be mercy”-—then 
railing his voice, that all the multitude, aſ- 
ſembled in the court, might hear him diſ- 
tinctly—“ Sir, your application in behalf of 
this condemned criminal, as it proceeds 
from a motive of humanity, 1s certainly to 
be commended, but cannot reverſe or ſuſ- 
pend the doom of this unhappy man. I have 
no doubt but the execution of a perſon who 
has lived in your family, muſt give a pain- 
ful ſhock to your feeling heart, But, fir, 
public ſafety admits of no change or miti- 
gation of the ſentence I have pronounced, 
Severe juſtice is neceſſary - deſire all, who 
are preſent, may attend to this. It is neceſ- 


ſary 
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ſary the ſeverity of juſtice ſhould be ſtrictly 
executed upon ſervants, who feloniouily in- 
vade the property of their maſters. A fer- 
vant taken into a family, and becoming 2 
part of it, is of courſe truſted as fuch, Eve- 
ry branch of a well- regulated tamiiy toons 
up to the maſter of it, with the relpest d. 
to the common father of it, „ watcutul.f 
the good of ail. And he, on 1: 


it eſſential to his peace of mind to 
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in the good will and honeſty of . 

meſtics, Thus you ſce that the mii 

opportunities of incurring the guilt of : 
honeſty, which this confidence throws into 
2 ſervant's way, abſolutely require a propor- 
tionable check from terror to prevent them, 
To this melancholy truth common ſenſe, 
and daily experience bear ample teſtimony. 
Capital puniſhments are, alas! too requiſit- 
to correct and reſtrain the amazing frequen- 
cy of crimes of this ſort. Hence ariſes the 


conſtant neceſſity of a ſtrict execution of 


juſtice 
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Juſtice to deter ſervants from the commiſſion 
of theſe crimes, by the certainty of their 
being puniſhed with an Ignominious death. 
In the caſe of this Coreworm particular- 
ly, all plea for mercy is entirely cut off, as 


well by his attempt againſt the- life of the 


jailor, as by the heinouſneſs of his other 


crimes, His death is certainly decreed, 
Hanged he undoubtedly muſt be, three days 
hence, without the poſſibility of a reprieve,” 
When the judge had cloſed his ſpeech 
with theſe tremendous words, the criminal, 


half frantic, was dragged, not without vio- 
lence, back to his former dungeon, 


His wretched accomplice, and involunta- 
ry accuſer, Dorothy, had been obliged to 
ſtay in court, during the whole trial. Ex- 
hauſted with fatigue, and overcome with the 
terrors, that kept her mind in continual 
conſternation all the time, ſhe chanced to 


ſtand in the way, and caught the eye of 
Richard, 
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Richard, as the conſtables were hauling him 
along, He was hardly withholden by them, 
or his chains, from wreaking a bloody ven- 
geance on her, He thundered out her 
name with the direſt curſes, which, in 
addition to his frightful ſcowl, ſtruck al- 
moſt inſtant death to her heart, Down ſhe 
ſunk upon the ſpot, in a fainting fit, and 
ſeemed for ſome time without life or mo- 
tion, notwithſtanding the charitable at- 
tempts to recover her, by ſome ſtanders by; 
among whom was one, who alone beheld 
her deplorable ſituation, perfectly unmoved, 
or rather with a degree of ſatisfaction. This 
was her moſt rancorous ſtep-father Crabb, 
who was little aware, at the time, of a fate 
equally terrible impending over his own 
head, Some perfons among the throng, not 
ſo utterly void of compaſſion, helped to re- 
move her to a leſs crowded room, and ſup- 
ported her in a chair, near an open window, 
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As they ſtood gazing round her, ſhe at 


length opened her eyes and mouth, attempt- 


ing in vain to ſpeak: for words, a few 
languid, but deep - fetched groans alone 
found utterance, Being ſuddenly ſeized 


„„ — 20. 


with labour pains, after ſtruggling about an 
hour in agonies too horrible for deſcription, 4 
ſhe expired, 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Execution of Corewor m—his mother's ſudden 


death. —Concl uſeon. 


92 N the day fixed for the execution of 
Coreworm, he received carly in the 
morning another compaſſionate viſit from 
the very reſpectable clergyman, who cha- 
ritably came to impart to him the laſt kind 
office in his power. Mr, Beſt found the 
wretch ſitting upon the floor, and no longer 
Chained to it. His irons had been knocked 
off: his thumbs only were tied faſt together. 
The jailor ſtood gazing on him, with folded 
hands, His mother was kneeling by his 
ſide, 
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ſide, with a bending head, wringing her 
hands in filent anguiſh, The reverend 
man, ſhuddering at the gaunt and haggard 
aſpect of Richard, ſo ſhockingly altered in a 
few days as hardly to retain a diſcernible 
feature of what he was, faintly addreſſed him 
by name in a compaſſionate tone, Oh! 
Coreworm, once more l am come. — Go, ſir, 
pray, fir—I cannot ſpeak—I cannot hear—I 
will not, oh ! I cannot bear it—trembling 
cried the ſelf-doomed criminal, covering his 
averted face with the back of his hands. 
All attempt at exhortation here would ma- 
nifeſtly have been out of ſeaſon. Yet un- 
willing utterly to abandon all hope of the 
efficacy of a laſt petition to the throne of 
mercy, the good Rector beſeeching all pre- 
ſent to join him, applied himſelf to prayer. 
Obſerving the turnkeys, and as many of the 
priſoners as could be admitted to aſſemble 
about the door of the cel], were all devoutly 
kneeling, and attentive to his addreſſes to 
heaven, 
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heaven, he prayed long and fervently, inter- 
rupted only by the bitter groans, but not 
one diſtint word, of the fon or mother, 


The manifeſt emotion, his petitions to the 


divine mercy, raiſed in this unuſual audi- 


ence, touched his own breaſt moſt ſenſibly, 
He ſeized the occaſion of explaining to them, 
with the ſpirit and efficacy of Paul to Felix, 
the nature of the religion of Chriſt, who 
came not to be a Saviour only, but a divine 
Lawgiver, or Preacher of righteouſneſs, to 
confirm the ſtrid obligation to juſtice by the 
revelation of the judgment of God, who 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds; to the well-doers eternal life; but 
tribulation and anguiſh to all impenitent 
ſinners. In this charitable exerciſe he con- 
tinued without ceaſing, till the ſheriff's of- 


ficer arrived to ſummon Coreworm to the 
fatal cart. 


Even there alſo the all-enduring charity 
of 
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heaven, he prayed long and fervently, inter- 
rupted only by the bitter groans, but not 
one diſtinct word, of the ſon or mother, 
The manifeſt emotion, his petitions to the 
divine mercy, raiſed in this unuſual audi- 
ence, touched his own breaſt molt ſenſibly, 
He ſeized the occaſion of explaining to them, 
with the ſpirit and efficacy of Paul to Felix, 
the nature of the religion of Chriſt, who 
came not to be a Saviour only, but a divine 
Lawgiver, or Preacher of righteouſneſs, to 
confirm the {tri obligation to Juſtice by the 
revelation of the judgment of God, who 
will render to every man according to his 
deeds ; to the well-doers eternal life; but 
tribulation and anguiſh to all impenitent 
ſinners. In this charitable exerciſe he con- 
tinued without ceaſing, till the ſheriff's of- 


ficer arrived to ſummon Coreworm to the 
fatal cart. | 


Even there alſo the all-enduring charity 
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of Mr. Beſt attended till the laſt moments 
of the dying malefactor, whoſe approaching 
fate as he was flowly drawn, through the 
gazing throng, to the gallows, viſibly 
racked his mind with moſt dreadful pangs. 
The ſpeechleſs terrors he expreſſed in every 
look and motion, were indeed more eloquent, 
and inſtructive to the numerous crowd of 
ſpectators, and ſtruck their hearts more 
forcibly than any words he could have ut- 
tered. Inſtead of the penitential pſalm 


dolefully chaunted, but commonly with lit- 


tle effect, under the gallows, a compaſſion- 
ate addreſs to Coreworm firſt, an ardent one, 
after that, to the multitude, was followed by 
a ſhort prayer, delivered with great ſolem- 
nity, and in a clear and ftrong tone of voice; 
and was attenced to, by all his hearers, with 
unuſual awe and ſeriouſneſs. By the crimi— 
nal himſelf it was accompanied only with 
ſobs, and ſtifled moans. The executioner 
then performed his office; and Richard 

Coreworm, 
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Coreworm, by the too requiſite ſeverity of 
human laws, was hurricd, as a ſhameful 
outcait from ſociety, from light, from life, 
to account in another world, for the crimes 


he had committed in this. 


His wretched mother carried along, as in 
a ſtream, with the populace, to the foot of 
the gallows, gazed upon her ſon, with dim 
ſunk eyes, in which diſmay and deep aMiic- 
tion appeared to have almoſt utterly extin— 
guiſhed all ſenſe of preſent objects. But when 
the cart moved off, and ſhe beheld him ſtrug- 
gling violently in the pangs of death, her 
Jaw dropped quivering, her eye-lids cloſed, 
ſhe ſent forth one faint, but truly frightful 
ſhriek, that plainly diſcovered her heart- 
firings were then buriting. Down ſhe muſt 
have ſunk upon the ſpot, had not the preſ- 
ſure of the throng prevented it, Supported 
motionleſs for a while, ſhe was at length 


' borne away by a compaſlionate butcher, 


beyond 
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beyond the outermoſt circle of the crowd, 
but ſhe was perceived, before they could 
reach it, to be quite cold and breathleſs 


paſt recovery, 


Before we cloſe this calamitous hiſtory, 
the fate of ſome other criminal actors in it 
mult not be omitted. In the courſe of 
Coreworm's trial, ſome flight mention had 
been made of the receiver of ſtolen goods, 
by Dorothy, who being croſs-examined had 
confeſſed it was his ſecret initigation, which 
had hurried them on in their career of vil- 
hiny, by deceiving them with a treacherous 
ſecurity, and falſe hopes of concealment. 
It was the decree of juſtice that Crabb 
ſhould involve himſelf in the puniſhment of 
the crimes, the commiſſion of which he had 
privately abetted. Infatuated by a raſh cu- 

riofity, he had that day mingled with the 
crowd in the court, Having met the ob- 
ſervant eye of a watchful magiſtrate, he 

was 
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was apprehended, and detained in cuſtody, 
while his houſe was ſearched, by legal war- 
rant, The cleareſt evidence was produced 
from thence, and confirmed by ſufficient 
teſtimony, of his having bcen repeatedly 
guilty of a crime, for which the legiſlature 
has found it expedient to decree the ſevereſt 
puniſhment*. Beſides the arraignment of 
Crabb, a matter of greater conſequence to 
the public ſafety was the deteCtion of a den 
of 

Whether a more eligible mode than capital inflic- 
tions, or any one yet ſubſtituted in their ſtead for this, 
and moſt other aéts of felony.— Whether hard la- 
bour, not in aſſembled multitudes, but in ſolitary im- 
priſonment, and ſeparate cells, except at the hours of 
prayer, and moral and pious exhortation.— Whether 
a well regulated relaxation of ſeverity to the more in- 
duſtrious and orderly, with an appointed proportion 
of ſtripes to the lazy and refractory, might not belt 
anſwer the purpoſe of an equitable government,— 
Or whether, for the ſake of public example, and ex- 
tenſive terror, theſe penal taſks ſhould not take place 
in uſeful works, expoſed to the moſt general obſerva- 
tion, at home, and not in' regions where this nation 


has little proſpe& of any concern— Theſe points are 
humbly ſubmitted to the determination of wiſer heads, 
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of robbers and cut-throats, of whom his 


} 


brothel was the nightly haunt, Againſt thy 


Ts 
O 
wretched caitiff himſelf, and ſeveral of his 
accomplices, among the reſt, the prime 
conveyancer, Decoy, whom Crabb had ex- 
tolled as a rich Jew-merchaat, being found 
guilty of felony, criminal proſecutions were 
inſtantly commenced, Being brought to 
he! 1a] Kt 6 4 I, RN 1702 311 
their trial at the next aflzes, they Were ai 
of courſe convicted, condemned, and ex- 


ecuted. 


Fnou the tragical account here delivered 
of theſe offscourings of the human race, it 
appears to have been their own perverſe diſ- 
poſition and diſorderly conduct alone, that 
naturally drove them into thoſe labyrinths 
of wretchedneſs, in which they wandere 


through lite to a deplorable and untimely 


end. 


era, .. 
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end. It muſt alſo here be noted, that the 
miſery of theſe miſcreants, commonly in- 
flicted, even in this world, in a near pro— 
portion to their guilt, may perhaps be juſtly 
regarded as ordained by heaven to be the 
bitter foretaſte of what it has denounced to 
be the doom of impenitent ſinners in a 
world to come. Let this ſtriking conſi- 
deration ſink deep into the hearts of all 
young perſons of both ſexes, eſpecially when 
they are led, by their own obſervation, to 
contempiate, in real life, the ſad fate of any 
ſuch unprincipled offenders againſt the laws 
of God and man; who have deſpiſed in- 
ſtruction in their childhood; who have diſ- 
regarded the rules of prudence, temperance, 
and juſtice in their youth; or who having 
broken through all the reſtraints of religion, 
are profanely deriding. its tenets in their 
riper years, Let this teach them to reflect, 
that, however apparently gay and elate by 
fits theſe tranſgreſſors of the rules of found 


realon, 
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reaſon, as well as of piety and morality, 
may be, in the momentary fluth of merri- 
ment and jollity ; however thoughtleſs and 
unterrified they may now be running their 
criminal courſes, yet all their ways, their 
inmoſt intents of heart are naked and open to 
the cyes of him, with whom they have to do. His 
vengeance, at preſent fuipended over their 
heads, affords them perhaps the leiſure of but 
one day more for repentance, and if ſlighted 
ſtill, muſt infallibly overtake them at the 
laſt. 

An obvious reflection cannot fail to pre- 
ſent itſelf upon a review of the life of Core- 
worm; that every vicious habit, which diſ- 
graced it, took its riſe at firſt in idleneſs. 
Through a ſtupid neglect on the ſide of his 
parents, it was ſuffered by degrees to acquire 
a ſtronger and deeper root ; till through an 
obſtinacy of temper, on his part, repugnant 
to all manner of diſcipline, it grew at length 


utterly 
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utterly incorrigible. To perſuade him then 
to repentance and reformation of life was a 
taſk as hopeleſs as to induce the Eilan 
to change his ſein, or the leopard his ſpels. 
Frequent indeed and forcible were the 
calls to amendment, applied to the dull car, 
and inſenſible heart of Richard, by the cha- 
ritable clergyman, the ſchool-miſtreſs, his 
two firſt maſters, his dying father, his re- 
formed ſchool-fellow: vain efforts all, alas! 
to ſave a wretch already ſunk into a degree 
of depravity, ſo abſolutely deſperate, as to 
be then irrecoverably eſtranged from all 
tendency to good. 'The Divine Searcher of 
hearts alone can tell how far theſe ſalutary 
checks might have contributed to reclaim 
even him, had they been applied in time, and 
enforced with due ſeverity by thoſe, who 
were appointed by the laws of nature to keep 
a ſtrict watch over his ſteps, in the early ſtages 
of life, to train him up to honeſt induſtry, 
to inſtill into his ind the principles of re- 

O ligion 
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ligion and juſtice, and thus at leaſt to impreſs 
upon his heart a due ſenſe of the eſſential dif- 
ference of good and evil actions, and the 
contrary effects they are ſure to produce in 
this life, and in the life to come. Had 
every good motive, and inclination, which 
the gracious Author of his, and every hu- 
man ſou], has originally implanted in its 
nature, not been conſtantly counteracted by 
his own wilful and ſelf-acquired propenſity 
to evil, and farther peryerted by the perni- 
cious example of his parents, who can ſay 
that a feeling conviction of the error of his 
ways might not have produced a ſimilar 
change in him to that, which wholeſome 
diſcipline, and ſubſequent reflection 
wrought in William Careleſs? He might 
poſſibly then have renounced, and obtained 
pardon for his paſt fins. The mercy of 
God might have enlightened his under- 


ſtanding, and at length have inclined even 
his ſtubborn heart unto wiſdom. He might 
thus, 
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thus, a reclaimed, and happy convert, like 
his friend, have paſſed through the remainder 
of life, with decency and comfort. Inſtead 
of the horror and deſpair which overwhelmed 
his ſoul in death, it might have been 
ſupported and cheared in that hour, with 
a well-grounded truſt in the grace and in- 
terceſſion of a reconciling Saviour, with a 
lively and certain hope of receiving the re- 
ward of the truly penitent, in the life to 
come; from all which he appears to have 
wilfully excluded himſelf, by an obſtinate 
purſuit of his own perdition. 
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